Reader; Prior to the service please check these readings with those in the bulletin. If you
have any questions concerning the reaclings please spealz with the celebrant. Thank you.

April 20, 2008
5th Sunday of Easter

A reaaiing ][rom the Book o][Acts

After Paul and Silas had passed ’chrough Amphipolis and Apoﬂonia, they

came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul
went in, as was his custom, and on three sabbath days argue(l with them from
the scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to
suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This is the Messiah, Jesus
whom I am proclaiming to you.” Some of them were persuaded and joinecl
Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the
leading women. But the Jews became jealous , and with the help of some
ruffians in the marlze’cplaces ’chey formed a mob and set the city in an uproar.
While they were searching for Paul and Silas to l)ring them out to the
assembly, they attacked Jason’s house. When they could not find them, they
dragged Jason and some believers before the city authorities, shouting ,

“These people who have been turning the world upsi(le down have come here
also, and Jason has entertained them as guests. They are all acting contrary
to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another 12ing named
Jesus.” The people and the city officials were disturbed when they heard this,
and after t}ley had taken bail from Jason and the others , they let them go.
That very nigh’c the believers sent Paul and Silas off to Beroea; and when
Jchey arrive(l, they went to the ]ewish synagogue. These Jews were more
receptive than those in Thessalonica, for they welcomed the message very
eagerly and examined the scriptures every clay to see whether these things
were so. Many of them therefore believed, including not a few Greek women
and men of high standing . But when the Jews of Thessalonica learned that
the word of God had been proclaimed Ly Paul in Beroea as well, they came
there too, to stir up and incite the crowds. Then the believers immecliately
sent Paul away to the coast, but Silas and Timothy remained behind. Those
who conducted Paul brouglut him as far as Athens; and after receiving



instructions to have Silas and Timothy join him as soon as possi]ole, they left

him.
The Word o][ the Lord



The portion o][ the Psalter appointea’ ][or toa’ay is taken ][rom Pslam 60
Reaa]ing aloud and togetlzer:

1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; * sing the glory of his Name; sing the
glory of his praise.

2 Sayto God, “How awesome are your deeds! * because of your great
streng’ch your enemies cringe before you.

3 All the earth bows down before you, " sings to you, sings out your Name.”
4 Come now and sce the works of God, * how wonderful he is in his doing
toward all people.

5 He turned the sea into clry 1anc1, so that they went through the water on
foot, * and there we rejoiced in him.

6 In his migh’c he rules for ever; his eyes 12eep watch over the nations 0 let
no rebel rise up against him.

7 Bless our Gocl, you peoples; * make the voice of his praise to be hear&;
8 Who holds our souls in life, * and will not allow our feet to Shp.



A Reaa]ing ][rom the First Letter o][Peter

Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all
slander. Like newborn infants, 10ng for the pure, spiritual milk, so that ]ay it
you may grow into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejec’ce(l Ly mortals yet chosen
and precious in God’s sight, and like hving stones, let yourselves be built into
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptalale to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, |
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is
precious; but for those who do not Lelieve, “The stone that the builders
rejectecl has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes
them stum]ole, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they
diso])ey the word, as Jchey were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous 1ig11t. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people ;

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The Word o][ the Lord



A reaaiing ][rom the Gospe/ accoraling to ]okn

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father’s house there are many dweﬂing places. If it were not so, would T have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? Andif I go and prepare a place
for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am,
there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where [ am
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you | do not speale
on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that
[ am in the Father and the Father is in me ; but if you do not, then believe
me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you
ask in my name, sO that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my

name you ask me for anything , Twill do it.”
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