Brandt Leonard Montgomery
Fourth Sunc[ay after Pentecost (Proper 5, Year A)
Sunday, June 8, 2008 (Eve of Columba, Abbot oflona)
Hosea 5:15-6:(), Psalm 50 or 50:7-15, Romans 4:13-18, Matthew 9:9-13

“...He saw a man called Matthew...and He said to liim, ‘Follow me.””
(Mattl'iew 99)

To God the Father, who first loved us and made us accepted in the Beloved;
To God the Son, who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own Blood; To

God the Ho/y Ghost, who sheds the love of God abroad in our hearts—Be all love,
and a//g/ory, for time analfor eternity. Amen!

When I was a small ]Joy growing up at ]acola’s Chapel C. M. E. Church in
Talladega, Alabama, there was an elderly woman who I always enjoyed being
around. Mrs. Bernice Trescott was a la(i.y whose strong faith and love for God
served as a great exarnple for every]:)ody that knew her (an(]. for me later on in the
coming years). | remember that on the fourth Sun(lay of every mont}l, the
children’s choir would sing for the morning service and Mrs. Trescott would come
with her claug’liter-in-law, who served as the choir director. After every fourth
Sun(lay service, | would lielp Mzrs. Trescott to her claug’liter-in-lawys car to go back
home. I can still remember and visualize Mrs. Trescott pointing her ag’ed index
fing’er at me and telling’ me, with a tone of absolute seriousness, “You are going to
be a preacher some(].ay. I just know it.” Being raised to be a respectful
g’entleman, I showed politeness in regar(l to her observation. In my mind, I was
thinlzing to myself, “Old la(].y, you have got to be crazy.” At the time, | was more
fascinated in the world of politics. The tlioug’lit of power, autliority, and
reg’ulation intrig‘ue(i me with great enthusiasm. Pictures of me with former state
governors and other various pulolic officials were adorned all around my living’
room. [ wasa g’oal-clriven young man who was determined not to let anything’ get
in his way of accomplishing’ his political g’oals. To me, church was just SOmething
that was the proper tl'iing' to do.

But at the age of 13 A Leg’an to feel a chang’e occur within me. The first
occurrence of this change came during a summer youth revival when the preacher
spolze on the Old Testament text of the call of Jeremiali. The second occurrence
came some months later (1uring’ a Sun(].ay church service with my pastor
preaching’ on the call of Isaiah. These two incidences made me feel, just as ]oiin
Wesley did, my heart l)ecorning' “strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ,
Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away
my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” These
experiences caused me to &evelop a deeper interest in my Christian faith. T found
myseH paying more attention to the reading‘ of the Holy Scriptures and feeling‘ a
hung’er for them. I was developing’ a closer relationship to Jesus and praying



more. My time with Jesus was i)ecoming’ the best and most important time to me.
As I went throug’h these experiences, | remembered Mrs. Trescott’s observation
from several years before and ])eg’an to realize that throug’h her zealous witness )
God was teiiing’ me that what He had in store was much, much better than the
world of politics.

Toc].ay’s Gospel text centers on the call of Matthew—an inspiring account
of Jesus uttering the words “follow me” and someone answering the call instantly.
Being a tax collector, Matthew was considered a traitor and a thief—a Jew hired
to carry out Rome’s dirty work. Consiclering’ his occupation, Matthew was most
iilzely financialiy well off, lacked notiling’ in reg’arcls to material needs, and was
proi)at)ly able to put on lavish parties and i)anquets , entertaining important pubiic
officials and Wealti'iy friends.

But through the account of toclay’s Gospel, I can’t help but to imagine that
there was something’ different that Jesus saw in Matthew. Jesus looks l)eyonti all
of Matthew’s faults and indiscretions and sees in him someone that could be used
as an instrument of God's peace. Jesus sees a man hated l)y all and treats him
with grace and mercy. I can imagine Matthew seeing Jesus come closer and closer
to him with a look not of condemnation or (iisapprovai, but of love and
compassion. By the look from Jesus’ eyes, Matthew pro])alf)ly senses that Jesus
knows that a tax collector’s life is one that he is tired of 1iving’. Matthew wants to
experience the peace, iiappiness, and excitement of life that he has not been able
to enjoy. By His call, Jesus extends to Matthew an invitation to a life of
re(].emption and renewal. By accepting the call, Matthew leaves behind a
comfortable life and a handsome paycileclz for a life of honor and great clestiny.
Materialiy, Matthew loses much; spiritually, Matthew gains a fortune.

As we reflect upon today’s Gospel, I am sure that we all can see a bit of
Matthew reflected in us. Like Matthew, we suffer from our own faults and
indiscretions that we may feel are undeserving’ of God's mercy. Tiu‘oug’li it all, it
is important for us to realize that “there’s a wideness in God's mercy like the
wideness of the sea...there is welcome for the sinner...there is mercy with the
Savior; there is iiealing’ in His blood.” By llaving’ hearts like Matthew’s—hearts
that iong for Jesus’ love and compassion—we make ourselves worthy recipients of
God’s grace. Like Matthew, Jesus becomes for us the Good S}lep}ier(l that will
never lose us, the Pliysician who heals our broken spirits, and the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins that cling’ so closely. When Jesus calls us to new life in
Him, He makes us fresh and clean and bestows unto us the g’ift of God's presence

in our lives.

By accepting the call to follow Jesus, we are saying yes to a life filled with
experiences unlike we have ever experiencecl before. Our choice to follow Jesus

allows us the opportunity of experiencing the richness and wideness of God’s



mercy and to be transformed from laeing pitiful sinners to saints of God. To say
yes to Jesus is to be saved ]3y God’s grace, feel His comforting’ presence, and never
be separatecl from the love that is in Christ Jesus. By {oHowing’ Jesus and trusting
Him, we open ourselves up to the power of the Holy Spirit and, just like
Matthew, become instruments of God's peace in the world.

Further along’ in the Gospel, we hear of Jesus and His disciples having’
dinner with tax collectors and sinners, the social outcasts of the time. The
Pharisees, clearly seeing a social faux pas in play, try to call Jesus out on this.
Jesus’ response, “...1 desire mercy, not sacrifice,” is one that is important for us to
remember and fix into our minds. What Jesus is teHing’ us is that we should treat
people rig’ht instead of us always wanting to be rig’iit. As members of the i)ody of
Christ, it is our bounden duty to love our neig’hbors as ourselves. As
Episcopalians, we commit ourselves to this responsilf)ility i)y proclaiming the
Good News to all of creation. Being disciples of Christ as Ang’lican Christians is
stating to the world that we are WiHing’ to reach out to those whom others are
unwilling’ to reach out to. Christ commands us to bestow love to the sick, the
friendless, the neecly, people suffering’ with addictions and diseases, to ALL
people, seeing them with the same love and compassion in which Christ sees them
and giving them the assurance that ALL people have a place in the household of
God. When we carry out our Lord’s Comman(i, we l)ring’ to life the essential
message of our Church: Christ welcomes ALL.

While back home attencling’ the opening Eucharist of the convention of the
Diocese of Alabama this past Fe]oruary, our new suﬁrag’an l)iSllOP, the Rig’iit
Reverend John McKee Sloan, preached a sermon during which he told a story
about a time he was dating’ a young la(].y who he says was in a pretty snooty
sorority and how he was {eeling unsure about himself. His story continued as
follows:

It was the mid-seventies and I was making a statement. I'm not sure rea//y what the
statement was, but it involved wearing jeans or overalls to class and old tennis shoes
or ﬂip-ﬂops...] think my crisis [Jegcm when the sorority gir/ Suggesteal that 1 mfglzt
want to clzange clothes Iaefore I came to see her again. She suggestecl that I could
wear khaki pants and an Oxforal—c/otlz Sllirt; I told her I didn’t have those tllings; she
made some suggestions about where I miglzt be able to purclzase some; I told her I
didn’t have money to waste on frat Zmy clothes and it sort of went a’ownlti//from there.
So instead ofgoing to see my gir/frienal. ...J went to camp to go fislzing. .

1 to/d]immie Lee all about it. We were out on the lake...the sun was going down and
the mosquitoes were starting to fmal us. He let me talk until I was done and then he
said, “Ain’t nolwaly no better than you.” 1 liked that; T tlrouglzt he was saying that T
was somehow remarkable and even superior and I think he probably read those
tlzouglzts in my reaction. He could tell T was going from a[eﬂateal and Jiscouraged to



puﬁ[ec[ up and coc/ey, so he saic[, “And you ain’t no better than nolwc[y else...” He
told me that both 0][ those ideas had to be true or neither 0][ them could be true...I
argueal with him, the way co//ege kids will, and told him that it was a nice idea, but
that c/ear/y some of us are born rich, some poor, some black, some white, some giftez:l
and inte//fgent, and some burdened with disabilities and ollﬂ;'cu/ties. He told me that
in God’s eyes we're all the same, that God loves all o][His children the same...And
[tllat] God loves you more than your Mama.

Through our Gospel, Jesus is extending to us the gift of grace. By
accepting that grace, we become the recipients of new life in Christ, l)eing
“...marked as Christ's own for ever.” He is Calling’ us to walk with Him in faith.
He is calling’ us to (].isciplesllip, deman(].ing' an end to the old and putting Him
and the needs of others first. He is calling’ us to spreacl His lig’llt that g’lows
within us to all the dark places in our world. He is calling’ us into relationship
with Him, welcoming’ us with open arms as members of His forg’iven, redeemed,

and resurrected community of faith.

As I come to the end of my internship, reﬂecting’ on my time among you, |
have come to reg’ar(l St. Michael and All Ang'els asa parish filled with enthusiastic
and committed examples of {ollowing’ Christ and loving’ others as Christ loves
you. Being a part of the daily work of this parisll has made St. Michael’s mission
of “.. .builcling up the 12ingclom of God t}lrough the power of Almighty God, the love of
Jesus Christ and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit” come alive. You are a very humble
people, thankful to God for all of your Messings. Q]oserving you all unselfishly offer
yourselves to serve those less fortunate in your community has made me thankful and
blessed l)y God to have received the opportunity of being among you these past ten
months. The kind words, warm hospitality, and spirited £rienclship that has been extended
to me Ly this parish has made the work and ministry that I have tried to bestow a true
]olessing. Your sincere kindness and fortitude in proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and
love are aspects of you that I will carry back with me to my beloved Alabama. By Leing
here, I have learned so much and have felt my heart, once again, l)eing “s’crangely
warmed.” For the lessons that I have learned from you, [ am pro£ouncﬂy grateful.

Never £orget that you are children saved ]oy grace and recipients of the love of God.
Never forget that you are a clisciple of Christ and to always have faith in the risen Lord.
Always thirst after Christ’s righ’ceousness and be open to the power of the Holy Spirit.
Always follow Jesus, lznowing that He will always be with you and never let you go. May
God always give the community of St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church (Daﬂas,

Texas) the grace to live and walk as forgiven, redeeme&, and resurrected people of God.

Let us pray.



We thank you, lzeavenly Fatlzer, for the witness ofyour apost/e and evange/ist
Matthew to the Gospe/ ofyour Son our Savior; and we pray tlzat, after his examp/e,
we may with reaaly wills and hearts olwy the ca//ing o][our Lord to fo//ow Him;
tlzrouglz Jesus Christ our Loral, who lives and reigns with you and the Ho/y Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. AMEN!



