Reader; Prior to the service please check these reaclings with those in the bulletin. If you
have any questions concerning the reaclings please spealz with the celebrant. Thank you.

May 25, 2008
ond Sunday After Pentecost

A Reaaling ][rom the proplzet Isaiah

Thus says the LORD: “In a time of favor I have answered you, on
a (lay of salvation I have helpecl you; | have leept you and given you
as a covenant to the people, to establish the lan(l, to apportion the
desolate heritages ; saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,” to those
who are in darkness, ‘Show yourselves.’ They shall feed along the
ways, on all the bare heights shall be their pasture; Jchey shall not
hunger or ’chirs’c, neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them
down, for he who has pity on them will lead them, and ljy springs of
water will gui(le them. And I will turn all my mountains into a
road, and my highways shall be raised up. Lo, these shall come
from far away, and lo, these from the north and from the west, and
these from the land of Syene. Sing for joy, O heavens, and exul’c,
Q) earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LORD
has comforted his people, and will have compassion on his sugering
ones.” But Zion sai(l, “The LORD has forsaken me, my Lord has
forgotten me.” “Can a woman forge’c her nursing chilcl, or show no
compassion for the child of her womb? Even these may forge’c, yet |
will not forget you. See, | have inscribed you on the palms of my
hands; your walls are continuaﬂy before me. Your builders out do
your (lestroyers , and those who laid you waste go away from you.
Lift up your eyes all around and see ; Jclley all ga’cher, Jchey come to
you. As | live," says the LORD, “you shall put all of them on like

an ornament, and like a bride you shall bind them on.”
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The portion o][ the Psalter appointea/ ][or toa/ay is taken ][rom Psalm 62
Reaa[ing aloud and togetlzer:
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For God alone my soul in silence waits;
Jclruly, my hope is in him.

He alone is my rock and my salvation, *

my stronghol(l, so that I shall not be shaken.

In God is my safety and my honor; *

God is my strong rock and my refuge.

Put your trust in him always , O people, *
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.
Those of high (legree are but a ﬂeeting Lrea‘ch, *
even those of low estate cannot be trusted.

On the scales Jchey are lighter than a Lrea‘ch, *
all of them Jcoge’cher.

Put no trust in extortion;

in rol)l)ery take no empty pri(le A
’chough wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
God has spoleen once, twice have I heard it, *
that power l)elongs to God.

Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, *
for you repay everyone accor(ling to his deeds.



A Reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians

Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s
mysteries. Moreover, it is requiretl of stewards that Jclley be found
Jc1rus’cwor’c11y. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be
ju(lgecl ljy you or ljy any human court. I do not even ju(lge myself. I
am not aware of anything against myseH, but I am not ’cherel)y
acqui’cte(l. It is the Lord who ju(lges me. Therefore do not
pronounce juclgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who
will ljring to light the Jchings now hidden in darkness and will
disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive
commendation from God. 11 have appliecl all this to Apouos and
myseH for your benefit, brothers and sisters, so that you may learn
through us the meaning of the saying, “N othing ljeyoncl what is
written,” so that none of you will be pugecl up in favor of one
against another. For who sees anything different in you? What do
you have that you did not receive? And if you received it, Why do
you boast as if it were not a gi{'t?] Already you have all you want!
Alrea(ly you have become rich! Quite apart from us you have
become leings! Indeed, I wish that you had become leings, so that
we might be leings with you! For | think that God has exhibited us
apostles as last of aﬂ, as though sentenced to clea’ch, because we
have become a spec’cacle to the Worl(l, to angels and to mortals. We
are fools for the sake of Christ, but you are wise in Christ. We are
Weale, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in
(lisrepu’ce. To the present hour we are hungry and thirs’cy, we are
poorly clothed and beaten and homeless ) and we grow weary from
the work of our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when
persecutecl, we endure; when slandered, we speale 1ein(ﬂy. We have

become like the rubbish of the WOI'](],, the (lregs of all ’chings, to this
very (lay.
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The Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus sai(l, “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either
hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and
(lespise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. Therefore I
tell you, do not worry about your life , what you will eat or what you
will (lrinle, or about your ljody, what you will wear. Is not life more
than food, and the l)ody more than clothing? Look at the birds of
the air; Jchey neither sow nor reap nor ga’cher into ljarns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
’chey? And can any of you ljy worrying add a single hour to your
span of life? And Why do you worry about clothing? Consider the
lilies of the fiel(l, how Jchey grow; Jchey neither toil nor spin, yet | tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the fiel(l, which is alive
Jcoda,y and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much
more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not WOrry,
saying, ‘What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or ‘What will
we wear? For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these ’chings; and
indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these ’chings.
But strive first for the leingolom of God and his righteousness, and
all these Jchings will be given to you as well. So do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will ljring worries of its own. Today’s

trouble is enough for ’coday.”
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