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Sunday, 
December 23, 5:30 p.m.

Journey through the Christmas story with 
the Saint Michael boy and girl choristers, and 
experience shepherds, angels, and the stable 
anew by candlelight.

Come and hear beloved Christmas Scripture 
readings, sing classic Christmas carols such as 
O Come All Ye Faithful and Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing, and relive the wonder of the 
Christmas story.

Harp and organ prelude music begins at 5 p.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES

Monday, December 24

Service times for every schedule!

11a.m. Joy: A Christmas Children’s Service
  in the Church   

1 p.m.  Traditional Eucharist Rite I
  in the Church with Organ and Cantor 

3 p.m.  Traditional Eucharist Rite II
  in the Church with Brass, Organ and Choir

3 p.m.  Traditional Eucharist Rite II
  in Saint Michael Chapel with Organ  

3 p.m.  Contemporary Eucharist Rite II
  in the Parish Hall with Band   

5 p.m.  Traditional Eucharist Rite II
  in the Church with Brass, Organ, Choristers, 
  and Incense 

5 p.m.  Traditional Eucharist Rite II
  in Saint Michael Chapel with Organ  

5 p.m.  Contemporary Eucharist Rite II
  in the Parish Hall with Band  

10:30 p.m.  Traditional Festival Eucharist Rite I
  in the Church with Choral Eucharist and 
  Orchestra, Organ, Choir and Incense  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY
10 a.m. in Saint Michael Chapel with Organ

Make Your Plans Now To 
Join Us For The Holidays!

saintmichael.org/holidays



A Message from the Editor

My father is a veteran. One of the photos that I always 
have with me, is of him preparing for the Korean War. 
Years later, along with my mom, he became a mission-
ary focusing on ministering to U.S. military overseas, 

thereby exposing us kids to the might, wonder and sacrifice of those who 
serve. Serve.  On this day of remembrance, not only do I owe a debt of grat-
itude to my father and those with him in service 
for our country—before and after—but am also 
challenged in the notion of what it means to really 
serve. The military model seemed inherently one 
predicated on a structural hierarchy. But within 
that is a notion that one gives of oneself, on the 
behalf of others. Put another way, it reminds me that life can’t just be about 
me. While not always the easiest, it is important. 

This relates strongly to a realization that I’ve had as I—and my wife Lain-
ey—have encountered in our relatively short time as new parishioners at 
Saint Michael: Saint Michaelites show up. It came up again in coversation 
again today. I’m not quite amazed...we’ll say impressed...that parishio-
ners here don’t just volunteer for something, they do it and then keep 
going! Passionately. Vocally. This is contagious! We are always on the right 
path when we do something in service for the benefit of others. Thank you 
veterans, and thank you parishioners for your service. 

I’d like to draw attention to another point of service, from our Forma-
tion team: The Advent Meditation Booklet this year uses the Daily Office 
readings, and further supports our effort to learn God’s Story. This booklet 
allows our clergy and parishioners the opportunity to share a reflection 
surrounding their faith with the anticipation of the Advent season. Each 
new day in Advent, beginning Sunday, December 2nd, will demonstrate a 
new perspective on various scripture that prepares us for the joy of Christ-
mas. Keep an eye out for those as we near the end of November.

As we are in the “serving industry”, be sure to read about some of the special 
opportunities we have during the holiday season to serve and help others: I 
believe In Angels (p. 22), The Parish Party Art Auction (p. 37), North Dallas 
Shared Ministries (p. 40), and Heart of Giving (p. 41)—just to name a few! 
Also take note of a new seasonal offering for Saint Michael: Christmas Les-
sons & Carols, happening December 23 at 5:30 p.m. This will be a chance to 
hear, and sing along with, favorite Christmas carols! Speaking of music, how 
wonderful are our Saint Michael Choristers—this issue’s cover is from their 
first sing for the parish, at the 9 a.m. service, Sept. 30! Great job all!

Finally, In Chris’ article (pg. 5) he writes, “Belonging means that we know 
the vision of God, understand the invitation of Christ, and commit to 
walking in love with one another in the power of the Holy Spirit.”  It’s a 
pleasure to belong, here at Saint Michael! From my family to yours, may 
this holiday season be one of the best!

www.saintmichael.org
@smaadallas
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A MESSAGE FROM 
THE RECTOR

The McFarlands 
Three Generations of Family 
in the Acolytes Corps.

FOUNDATION GRANTS 
REACH $2.4 MILLION IN 
LAST FIVE YEARS

LIFE INCOME GIFTS: 
SECURE YOUR FUTURE, 
SECURE YOUR LEGACY

THE WAY OF LOVE
Practices For A Jesus-
Centered Life

HYMNS & PSALMS 
Concert In Review

ANGLOPHILIA
Raise Your Episcopal 
Knowledge!

PROJECT MOSES
Debriefing The Human 
Trafficking Symposium

FROM THE LOFT 
Meet The Choir

YEAR-END GIVING 
OPPORTUNITIES AT 
SAINT MICHAEL

PARISH CALENDAR
November-December

FARMERS MARKET 
SEASON ENDS ON 
UP NOTE

ANY MONDAY, JOIN 
WOMEN’S CANCER 
SUPPORT GROUP 

COMPASS ROSE 
& LAMBETH
Members Of The Clergy 
And Vestry Represent Saint 
Michael On A Global Level

STAFF NEWS
Meeting Our New Staff, And 
Thanking Those Moving To 
New Opportunities
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CLERGY

FULL-TIME CLERGY

The Rev.  Dr. Christopher D. Girata, Rector

The Rev. Dr. Eric Liles, Associate for Formation

The Rev. Lisa Flores Musser, Associate for Worship and Liturgy

The Rev. Greg Pickens, Associate for Pastoral Care

PART-TIME CLERGY

The Rev. Canon Michael Harmuth, Priest Associate for Worship

The Rev. Amy Heller, Priest Associate for Worship 

The Rev. Bob Johnston, Associate for Contemporary Worship

The Rev. Mary Lessmann, Associate for Spiritual Growth

The Rev. Dr. Hiltrude Nusser-Telfer, Priest Associate for Pastoral Care

The Rev. Canon René Somodevilla, Priest Associate for Worship

SUNDAY SERVICES

7:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Rite I (SMC) 

9 a.m. Traditional Worship Rite II (Church) 

9 a.m. Contemporary Worship (Parish Hall)  

9 a.m. Joy: A Children’s Service (SMC) 

10 a.m. God’s Story 

11 a.m. Traditional Worship Rite I (Church) 

11 a.m. Contemporary Worship (Parish Hall) 

5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer & Eucharist (SMC)*

8 p.m. Choral Compline (Church)

* Nov. 11 is Veteran’s Day Service (Church)
Dec. 23 is Christmas Lessons & Carols (Church)



I was recently reminded of that old 
American Express slogan after a talk 
I gave to one of our ministry groups. 

If you’ve been in any of those small set-
tings, you’ve likely heard me talk about 
the differences between belonging to a 
church community and simply attend-
ing church. Now is as good a time as 
any to unpack that concept in a formal 
article. 

First, this is nothing new, yet, I think, it 
has a “newness” about it. For a very long 
time, and especially in the Episcopal 
Church, there has been an emphasis on 
inclusivity, and rightly so! We continu-
ally remind ourselves that Jesus did not 
come for any one group of people. Jesus 
came to invite everyone, every single 
person, to receive the truth of God 
and be saved from a pointless life of 
self-serving heartbreak. Jesus offers ev-
ery single person a glimpse of heaven, a 
vision of what God promises our world 
can be, and how we can work toward 
that glorious reality here and now. Yes, 
everyone is invited, but not everyone 
chooses to join. 

We all know friends and neighbors—
even members of this church—who 
simply visit church, attending at their 
convenience. Most often they expect 
to get something out of the experience 
but are not interested (at least not yet) 
in what they can contribute.  And who 
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can blame them? Our world teaches us 
how to be expert consumers. Without 
a foundation in the Gospel, we leave 
our identities up to the formation of 
the world, and the world is a powerful 
teacher. In almost every experience, we 
are taught that WE should be the most 
special, most important thing in our 
lives.  Naturally, we should prioritize 
what we get out of church, rather than 
what we give. That’s how we’re sup-
posed to function, right?

But that’s not the message we hear from 
Jesus. Rather than putting ourselves 
first, concerned with only what we get 
out of our experiences, Jesus reminds 

us that we are created by God, loved by 
God first, and we are called to reflect 
that divine love to our neighbors as 
ourselves. We have been made by God 
to love one another, to support one an-
other, to give ourselves to one another, 
and all because God gave everything to 
us first. This is a powerful truth, and a 
truth that is revealed in Christ. 

Therein lies the difference between 
belonging to a church community and 

simply attending. Belonging means that 
we know the vision of God, understand 
the invitation of Christ, and commit to 
walking in love with one another in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. That commit-
ment to membership, to belonging to 
one another in Christian community, is 
a responsibility that will brings us closer 
to God. Growing closer to God and 
uncovering the profound depth of love 
that is Jesus Christ is truly the greatest 
privilege in the world. 

So there you have it: a simple message 
to you as we walk with Christ together 
at Saint Michael, as well as a challenge 
to help others find the truth here, too. 
God made you and God loves you, just 
as you are. But God loves you enough 
not to let you stay there. Jesus came 
to show us how we can live in the 
kingdom of heaven right now, and that 
invitation is for every single person. 
I want you to respond, to commit, 
because I want all of us to continue to 
discover the incredible power of God’s 
perfect, life-changing love. We can do 
more than idly sit back and consume, 
we can truly belong to this community. 
We can give to and receive from one 
another the power of Christ, and in 
doing so, realize the amazing, transfor-
mative power of love. All are welcome 
to belong to this amazing community, 
because membership truly does have 
its privileges.

A Message from the Rector

“MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES”

“Belonging means that 
we know the vision of 
God, understand the 

invitation of Christ, and 
commit to walking in 
love with one another 

in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.”
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John McFarland Jr. 

 35+ years

Tennie McFarland 

 1st Sunday Serving

John McFarland Sr. 

 25+ years  

Having been a member of Saint Michael 

for a long time  I have found that perhaps 

the most rewarding role has been as a 

member of the Acolyte Corps.  There are 

few ways that one can feel so much a part 

as when you serve at the altar and the 

rail. Having served for a long time  I have 

had the chance to be a part of so many 

services and have learned the value of 

the rituals that we so love.  At the same 

time I have had the blessing of knowing 

so many that have served together, both 

the clergy and the corps. This group is 

all ages, and is truly a real blessing. One 

of the highlights of my serving has been 

to serve often with my son John.  Now 

our granddaughter Tennie has joined us, 

which is the real blessing.  I hope that she 

finds it as rewarding as I have.    

-John MFR 

3 GENERATIONS

ACOLYTES

If you would like to join the McFarlands—and a host of other 
dedicated parishioners—in the Acolyte Corps, please contact 
Tony Briggle at tonybriggle@sbcglobal.net, or 214.505.7422.



PARISH LIFE

Top Left: Parishioners register bottles of 

wine donated for the Parish Party Auction

Top Right: Director of Music Jonathan Ryan 

having a bit of a Halloween practice

Right Top: Wine tagged and ready to go

Right Bottom: Fighting For Freedom (FFF), 

the Symposium for Human Trafficking

Bottom Right: Trunk or Treat 2018!

Bottom Left: Rector Chris Girata on Good 

Morning Texas in support of FFF! 

Left: A craft session at Jubilee’s Back 2 

School Bash



Your Saint Michael and All Angels Foundation has made more 
than $2.4 million in grants during the past five years to to sup-
port church programs and projects.

Since 2013, the Foundation has provided funds to launch Saint 
Michael’s Farmers Market, which last year served approximate-
ly 1,000 shoppers every Saturday during the season; complete 
the playground for students at Saint Michael Episcopal School 
and neighborhood children; support construction of the 
Courtyard Columbarium; initiate the Saint Michael Presents 
community concert series; upgrade the church’s parishioner 
and financial technology management systems; and paid for 
unexpected maintenance on our heating, air conditioning, and 
sewage systems. 

Foundation grants also supported the church’s enhanced music 
programming, enlarged facilities for the children’s catechesis 
classes, funded our mission and outreach ministry in Cuba, and 
even bought the shells used in baptisms. Earlier this year, a 
$12,500 grant enabled the Children and Family Min-
istry to purchase Godly Play materials that will serve 
as many as 80 Pre-K through 3rd grade children.

“The Saint Michael and All Angels Foundation 
enables the church to embark on new and innovative 
programs to make God’s purposes relevant in today’s 
world, and to fill in the gaps in unseen but necessary ways, 
such as when facilities like our heating, cooling, or sewer sys-
tems unexpectedly break down,” said Charles Sartain, Foundation 
President. “The Foundation is an integral part of sustaining and 
growing Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church.” 

Gifts to the Foundation, through wills, estate plans, one-time 
gifts, and other means, live on in perpetuity. The principal of a 
donation is invested and only the investment interest is distrib-
uted in the form of grants to the church. “It is important that 
we continue to grow the Foundation,” Sartain said. “A more 
robust Foundation will  allow us to dedicate even more funds 
to new community outreach programs, to building Christian 
Education for our children and adults, and enhancing our 
worship experiences together.” 

Families and individuals who have indicated their intention to 
include the Saint Michael and All Angels Foundation in their 
planned giving are recognized by membership in the All Angels 
Society, which currently has more than 100 active members.  

For information on the Foundation and planned giving, contact 
Lowell Duncan, Director of Legacy Planning at 
lduncan@saintmichael.org. 

Foundation Grants Reach $2.4 
Million in Last Five Years

Life Income Gifts: Secure Your 
Future, Secure Your Legacy

As we age and come to peace with the finite nature of our lives, 
we take a personal inventory: our health, our relationships, our 
finances, and, ultimately, the legacy that we leave behind when 
our time comes to pass.

Through this reflection we pinpoint our core values and de-
termine how those things which we hold most dear might be 
reflected in our estate plans. Hopefully, this will include a lega-
cy or planned gift to the Saint Michael and All Angels Foun-
dation. But the desire to support your legacy at Saint Michael 
does not mean you have to forego your financial independence.
Charitable vehicles known as life income gifts offer donors 
present-day tax benefits, provide a stream of income through-
out their lifetime, and provide a significant impact on our 
church at the time of death.

A life income gift is an arrangement in which you can make 
an irrevocable gift of cash or appreciated securities to Saint 

Michael. In exchange, you would receive an immediate 
charitable deduction and an income for life or for a 

specified number of years. Following your death or of 
the beneficiaries the remaining value is transferred 
to Saint Michael.

There are several types of life income gifts for 
donors who wish to consider a legacy gift to Saint 

Michael and All Angels.  Charitable Gift Annuities 
provide donors with a guaranteed fixed income for life 

and can be funded with as little as $5,000. The minimum age 
to receive annuity payments is 55. However, payments may be 
deferred.

Charitable Remainder Trusts come in two varieties (Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust or Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust) 
and pay beneficiaries regular payouts either for a fixed period 
of time up to twenty years or until the income beneficiary dies. 
Income is either a fixed dollar amount or a fixed percentage, 
depending on the type of trust.

In a Pooled Income Fund your gift is  “pooled” with other 
gifts in an investment portfolio. Donors or other beneficiaries 
receive guaranteed income for life, although the amount will 
depend on the fund’s rate of return and can vary from year-to-
year. The Pooled Income Fund has a minimum contribution 
level of $2,500.

If you are interested in a life income gift, you should contact your 
financial advisor, or contact Lowell Duncan, Director of Legacy 
Planning at lduncan@saintmichael.org. 
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Join the Women of Saint Michael for the second annual Interfaith 
Panel:  Islam, Judaism, and Christianity - The Conversation Continued :  
This interfaith evening event is FREE to attend and open to the public! 

 The WOSM programs are held during the months of September, 
October, November and January. 

How do we increase our understanding of and respect for all 3 major 
monotheistic faiths?  What do we have in common and how are these 
characteristics important as we build a unified and respectful 
community in Dallas?  Join three distinguished faith leaders:  Rabbi 
Nancy Kasten, Imam Omar Suleiman, and our own Rev. Dr. Chris 
Girata as they discuss issues facing the Jewish, Muslim, and Christian 
faiths as we grow together to form a stronger interfaith community.  

WOMEN OF SAINT MICHAEL

Present

An Int�faith Panel
ISLAM, JUDAISM, AND CHRISTIANITY: 
THE CONVERSATION CONTINUED

Feat�ing

Rabbi Nancy Kasten, Imam Om� Suleiman, 
and The Rev. Dr. Christ�h� D. Gata

Located in the Ch�ch

SPEAKERS

RABBI 
Nancy Kasten

IMAM
Om� Suleiman

REV. DR.
Christ�h� D. Gata

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2019 AT 7 PM

Finding P�pose thr�gh Passi� & Pray�



THE WAY OF LOVE: 
PRACTICES FOR A JESUS-CENTERED LIFE

Visit www.episcopalchurch.org for more information
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TURN: Pause, listen and choose 
to follow Jesus

As Jesus was walking along, he saw Levi son 
of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and 
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up 
and followed him. – Mark 2:14

“Do you turn to Jesus Christ ...?” 
– BCP, 302

Like the disciples, we are called by Jesus to 
follow the Way of Love. With God’s help, 
we can turn from the powers of sin, ha-
tred, fear, injustice, and oppression toward 
the way of truth, love, hope, justice, and 
freedom. In turning, we reorient our lives 
to Jesus Christ, falling in love again, again, 
and again.

For Reflection and Discernment
- What practices help you to turn again 
and again to Jesus Christ and the Way of 
Love?
- How will (or do) you incorporate these 
practices into your rhythm of life?
- Who will be your companion as you 
turn toward Jesus Christ?

LEARN: Reflect on Scripture each 
day, especially on Jesus’ life and 
teachings.

“Those who love me will keep my word, and 
my Father will love them, and we will come 
to them and make our home with them.” – 
John 14:23

Grant us so to hear [the Holy Scriptures], 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them.  – BCP, 236

By reading and reflecting on Scripture, es-
pecially the life and teachings of Jesus, we 
draw near to God and God’s word dwells 
in us. When we open our minds and 
hearts to Scripture, we learn to see God’s 
story and God’s activity in everyday life.

For Reflection and Discernment
- What ways of reflecting on Scripture 
are most life-giving for you?
- When will (or do) you set aside time 
to read and reflect on Scripture in your 
day?
- With whom will you share in the com-
mitment to read and reflect on Scripture?

PRAY: Dwell intentionally with 
God daily

He was praying in a certain place, and 
after he had finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as 
John taught his disciples.” – Luke 11:1

“Lord, hear our prayer.”  - BCP

Jesus teaches us to come before God 
with humble hearts, boldly offering our 
thanksgivings and concerns to God 
or simply listening for God’s voice in 
our lives and in the world. Whether in 
thought, word or deed, individually or 
corporately, when we pray we invite and 
dwell in God’s loving presence.

For Reflection and Discernment
- What intentional prayer practices 
center you in God’s presence, so you can 
hear, speak, or simply dwell with God?
- How will (or do) you incorporate 
intentional prayer into your daily life?
- With whom will you share in the 
commitment to pray?

WORSHIP: Gather in commu-
nity weekly to thank, praise, 
and dwell with God

When he was at the table with them, 
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him. – 
Luke 24:30-31

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
– BCP, 361

When we worship, we gather with 
others before God. We hear the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, give thanks, 
confess, and offer the brokenness of 
the world to God.  As we break bread, 
our eyes are opened to the presence 
of Christ. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we are made one body, the body 
of Christ sent forth to live the Way of 
Love.

For Reflection and Discernment
- What communal worship practices 
move you to encounter God and knit 
you into the body of Christ?
- How will (or do) you commit to regu-
larly worship?
- With whom will you share the com-
mitment to worship this week?

BLESS: Share faith and unself-
ishly give and serve

“Freely you have received; freely give.” – 
Matthew 10:8
Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word 
and example the Good News of God in 
Christ?

People: We will, with God’s help. 
– BCP, 305

Jesus called his disciples to give, forgive, 
teach, and heal in his name. We are 
empowered by the Spirit to bless every-
one we meet, practicing generosity and 
compassion and proclaiming the Good 
News of God in Christ with hopeful 
words and selfless actions. We can share 
our stories of blessing and invite others 
to the Way of Love.

For Reflection and Discernment
- What are the ways the Spirit is calling 
you to bless others?
- How will (or does) blessing others – 
through sharing your resources, faith, and 
story – become part of your daily life?



REST: Receive the gift of God’s grace, peace, 
and restoration

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you 
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not 

be afraid. – John 14:27

Blessed are you, O Lord … giving rest to 
the weary, renewing the strength of those 
who are spent. 
 – BCP, 113

From the beginning of creation, God 
has established the sacred pattern of 
going and returning, labor and rest. 
Especially today, God invites us to ded-
icate time for restoration and wholeness 
- within our bodies, minds, and souls, 
and within our communities and insti-
tutions. By resting we place our trust in 
God, the primary actor who brings all 
things to their fullness.

For Reflection and Discernment
- What practices restore your body, 
mind, and soul?

- How will you observe rest and renewal on a regular basis?
- With whom will you commit to create and maintain a 
regular practice of rest?

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church 
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- Who will join you in committing to the practice of blessing 
others?

GO: Cross boundaries, listen deeply and live like 
Jesus

Jesus said to them, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” – 
John 20:21

Send them into the world in witness to 
your love. 
– BCP, 306

As Jesus went to the highways and 
byways, he sends us beyond our circles 
and comfort, to witness to the love, 
justice, and truth of God with our lips 
and with our lives. We go to listen with 
humility and to join God in healing a 
hurting world. We go to become Be-
loved Community, a people reconciled 
in love with God and one another.

For Reflection and Discernment
- To what new places or communities is 
the Spirit sending you to witness to the 
love, justice, and truth of God?
- How will you build into your life a commitment to cross 
boundaries, listen carefully, and take part in healing and 
reconciling what is broken in this world?
- With whom will you share in the commitment to go forth 
as a reconciler and healer?

Saint Michael and All Angels was so very honored to recently host a historic event, “Love & Reconciliation”, where we were 
joined by the The Most Rev’d. and Rt. Hon. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury and The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, 

Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church. It was the first time these two men of God have met, in-office in America, 
and truly stirring to witness the affinity, love, and respect held for one another, even though they do not on everything agree. 

Relive this event, or watch it for the first time at www.saintmichael.org/Bishops



Our Mission
To provide a nurturing, individualized, inclusive preschool and kindergarten 
experience that is based on our four pillars – love, faith, education and service. 
We offer a curriculum to stimulate children’s intellectual and spiritual growth 
with activities that foster creative thinking, develop strong character, and build a 
foundation in faith.

“

www.smesdallas.org

We are excited to announce that we are accepting 12-month-olds for the 2019-2020 school 

year!  Applications are currently being accepted for all classes through our online applica-

tion which can be found on our website, below.



The mission of Contemporary Music at Saint Michael is to “educate and equip with the 
theology of the Church by leading a beautiful musical expression of worship that is distinct-
ly contemporary in its approach. It uses the musical movements and relevant technologies 
of our time, yet honors the ancient and liturgical; embracing a variety of influential styles”. 
Onesuch focus is writing original music for our congregation. Recently, our Contemporary 
Music department gave a wonderful concert performing these original arrangements of 
hymns and Psalm readings. Numerous instruments such as guitars, percussion, cello, upright 
bass, banjos, accordion, and dulcimer filled the church with beauty and excitement. This 
event also served as an introduction to the wonderfully gifted musicians that are with us at 
Saint Michael every Sunday at 9 and 11. Our contemporary services are one of many new 
and exciting things happening at Saint Michael. Join us on Sundays to see and hear more!

The Band: Neeki Bey, Producer; Tom Black, Mandolin; Justin Brooks, Director/Vocals/Guitar/Banjo/Accordion/Appala-
chian Dulcimer; Tiffany Brooks, Vocals; Cedric Buard, Sound; Shayne Green, Cello; Lane Harder, Percussion; Adam Jones, 
Sound; Bach Norwood, Upright Bass; Ashley Westgate, Piano.
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S E P - O C T F E B - J U N7 2  H R

One of the great opportunities we have at Saint 
Michael this program year is everyone reading 
through the narrative of the Bible, “God’s Story,” 
together. Each Sunday morning at 10 a.m., members 
and guests of all ages attend an age-appropriate 
lesson and hear God’s plan of salvation unfold. This 
is a wonderful way for each of us to deepen our 
faith, and for families to grow together in their faith 
and understanding of the Bible.

Why read through the Bible as a church? 

Don’t we get enough of the Bible on Sundays
during worship?

While we do engage a significant portion of the 
Bible through our 3-year lectionary cycle, 
understanding the overarching themes of God’s love, 

providence, and plan of salvation are best seen 
through a narrative reading. Additionally, as 
individuals we are being invited into a deeper 
understanding of God, a more profound love for 
God, God’s creation and each other, and a realized 
faith lived out in action in the world.

According to Madeleine L’Engle, “In the Bible we are 
constantly being given glimpses of a reality quite 
different from that taught in school, even in Sunday 
school. We are all asked to do more than we can do. 
Every hero and heroine of the Bible does more than 
he would have thought it possible to do, from Gideon 
to Esther to Mary” Walking on Water, p. 53. As 
followers of Jesus, a community read-through of the 
whole Bible gives us the opportunity to consider how 
God is calling us as a church, and as individuals to 
be heroes of faith in our world today.

P R O P H E T S

Elijah and Elisha: God’s Messengers
1 Kings 17-19, 2 Kings 2-6, Hosea 4-5, 8-9, Amos 1-5

Isaiah
Isaiah 3, 6, 13-14, 33, 40, 49, 53, 2 Kings 17-19

The Kingdom Falls
Jeremiah 1-2, 4-5, 13-14, 2 Kings 21-25

Daniel in Exile
Daniel 1-6, Jeremiah 29-31

JAN 6

JAN 13

JAN 20

JAN 27

K I N G S

Samuel and Saul
1 Samuel 1-4, 8-13, 15

David from Shepherd to King
1 Samuel 16-18, 24

No Class

David is Sorry/Trials of a King
1 Samuel 20, 2 Samuel 5-7, 11-12, 18-19

Solomon: The King who had it all
1 Kings 1-11, Proverbs 1-3, 6, 20-21

A Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 12-16

No Class - Returning January 6

NOV 4

NOV 11

NOV 18

NOV 25

DEC 2

DEC 9

DEC 16, 23, 30

N O V E M B E R  -  F E B R U A R Y

WHAT IS GOD’S STORY?

GOD’S STORY: CONTINUED
Join us for God's Story: Continued, a companion Bible study to our God's Story Sunday class. Each 
week in God's Story: Continued, a member of the Saint Michael clergy leads us through non-narrative 
portions of the Bible not covered during God's Story Sunday classes.

For schedules and recordings visit:
SAINTMICHAEL.ORG/GODSSTORY

RE-ENGAGE WITH GOD'S STORY AS WE HEAD IN TO THE NEXT 
LEG OF OUR YEAR-LONG JOURNEY TO READ THE ENTIRE BIBLE!
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MEET THE CHOIR 

I’m thrilled to introduce 
to you the adult choir of 
Saint Michael!  We are 

so blessed and fortunate 
to have such talented, 

capable, experienced singers as 
these who generously give of their time 
and energy within a ministry that nec-
essarily demands a high level of commit-
ment.

For decades, Saint Michael fostered 
multiple choirs, including choirs for 
various ages of children and youth.  
Included among those choirs were 
two adult choirs.  As we are rebuilding 
and experiencing growth in our music 
program, last year (2017-2018), we kept 
the structure of adults singing separately 
at the 9:00 and 11:00 Sunday services 
in the church.  After much discussion 
and discernment, we concluded that the 
best structure to serve our liturgy, needs, 
and growth is to combine all adults into 
one choir that sings weekly at the 11:00.  
Thus, you are now seeing the Saint Mi-
chael Choir here!

Last year, we welcomed many new people 
to the choir, and stabilized our member-
ship.  That’s typical in the first year of a 
new music director.  Some re-joined after 
years of not singing.  Some were brand 
new.  And some are new staff singers – 
professional singers who receive a stipend, 
and are present to give greater support to 
our choir and sing solo roles as needed.  
Because of where we were as a choir last 
year, we focused on two main areas: team-
work and choir sound.

Our development in teamwork spanned 
many areas, and continues to grow.  
While we discussed and grew in our 
knowledge of the simple basics of choir, 
such as what’s covered in rehearsal, 
what to do when an absence is needed, 
and how to be ready for rehearsal to 

begin, we were able to quickly foster a 
deeper understanding of team work.  For 
example, a conscious realization of how 
much we rely on each other.  An aware-
ness of how our attitude, preparedness, 
and commitment affects everyone else 
(whether positively or negatively!).  This 
even includes a dress code, such as black, 
flat shoes.  All our discussion, awareness, 
and growth in teamwork is aimed at the 
choir sounding as one voice.  In order for 
a choir to sound like an ensemble – like 
a group of singers doing the same thing, 
not a collection of soloists – the choir 
must function as a team.  And that’s 
where our teamwork modus operandi 
comes in.  I believe we’ll sing more as one 
body if we function as one body.  The 
numerous, deep, and delicate ways our 
functioning as one impacts each other, I 
would suggest, is an image of the Body of 
Christ and the Kingdom of God.

Our development of our choir sound last 
year focused primarily on vowels.  Name-
ly, vowel unification.  Did you know that 
if a choir sings perfectly in tune but with 
mismatched vowels on the same word, 
they will sound out of tune?  That’s part-
ly a matter of physics.  From our warm 
ups to how we rehearse to the repertoire 
I selected, last year, we spent much time 
and attention on vowel unification.  Not 
only does this objectively speaking make 
the choir sound better, it allows the 
singers to hear each other better.  Fur-
ther, it gives the choir a stronger sound, 
and thus enables them to lead congrega-
tional singing more effectively.  A choir’s 
ability to lead congregational singing is 
not to be underestimated.  It’s such an 
important role for the choir that we not 
only spend time working on hymns in 
rehearsal, including hymns that the choir 
already knows well, we also no longer 
program a hymn at our choral services 
if the choir cannot be present to lead – 
which, for example, has the been reason 
we’ve adjusted our Communion hymns 
over the past 12 months.  

Vowel unification is surprisingly chal-
lenging.  Not only do we have a range 
of accents and dialects within the US 
(to say nothing of other English speak-
ing countries), but there are multiple 
legitimate ways to sing almost any given 
word in English.  So, we must decide 
how open or closed we want a vowel.  
How forward we will place our vowels.  
How much resonance.  The list goes 
on.  And, then do this all over again if 
we’re singing in a higher or lower range 
because vowels will feel different to a 
singer depending on how high or low 
the note is.  

Perhaps these details help you see part 
of how much effort goes into the choir 
being a choir.  This is one reason why 
the commitment our choir makes to our 
parish and our worshipping life is such a 
valuable, prized gift!

Ultimately, the choir is developing new 
habits.  That never happens overnight.  
Or in a week.  Or a month.  We took an 
entire program year to focus on team-
work and choir sound (namely vowel 
unification) because we needed every bit 
of that time.  You might not have known 
all that was happening behind the scenes 
last program year, but I can assure that 
all of what I’m describing are major con-
tributors to the growth and betterment 
of the choir that you all heard.

Having worked with many choirs, I can 
tell you that the progress ours here has 
made is remarkable, impressive, and 
inspiring.  It’s been so significant that 
we’ve been able to shift our focus to two 
other areas this 2018-2019 year: diction 
and watching the conductor.

Following the conductor and his/her 
every gesture isn’t just needed for musi-
cal or performance reasons: it also saves 
in rehearsal time.  Making the best use 
of our rehearsal time is one of the ways 

FROM THE LOFT
with Music Director and Organist Jonathan Ryan
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ANDREW SMATHERS
I am a professional tenor in the Dallas/ 
Fort Worth area.   I am studying to be a 
sommelier. I grew up in Georgia, so I root 
for the Falcons and the Dawgs!

BETH HISE
Member of SMAA since 1996,  married 
to Joe, mother of Luke, Alan and Greg, 
my boss is a greyhound named Gillis. I am 
passionate about Mission and Outreach 
and am active in nature conservation/
preservation pursuits. 

CHELSEA ROSE
Chelsea Rose holds a Bachelor’s and Mas-
ters degree in Vocal Performance and has 
been singing with SMAA since 2011. Her 
professional career has consisted of leading 
roles with various regional opera compa-
nies, spotlight artist recitals with Interna-
tional music festivals and teaching voice 
lessons to local students, many of who have 
placed in top Texas choirs and won full 
scholarships to college. Chelsea loves Texas 
BBQ, good wine, quilting, cooking, hang-
ing out with her husband and two cats, and 
singing with the SMAA choir. 

CHRIS WILEY
Cradle member of SMAA, I owe the 
majority of my Anglican formation to 
my years in Choir.  The time dedication, 
camaraderie, and soloist spotlight helped 
prepare me to realize my fighter pilot 
dreams.  Those experiences seemingly do 
not connect, and I will advocate for our 
Choirs in full faith that future generations 
will make other unconventional connec-
tions in their walk with Christ. 

DARREL RICE
Darrel is an acolyte, a member of the 
board of directors of the Saint Michael 
Foundation, the co-chair of the Saint 
Michael Presents concert series.  He is 
married to Jeff Rice. They have three adult 
children, and two granddaughters- Tay 
(age 3 years) and Reese (age two months).

DAVID WADDINGTON
Three important things: family and 
friends, food and wine (work!).  And of 
course, choir. Blessed to have them all in 
my life. 

DAWN MORRILL
I enjoy being a long time member of our 
Music Ministry! You can also find me at 
the St. Mary’s bake table! 

DONNA COZORT
Donna Cozort, Ph.D is a clinical psy-
chologist and Jungian Analyst who has 
been a Saint Michael’s Choir member for 
approximately 30 years. She is a published 
writer and an artist of multimedia paint-
ings and sculptures. 

ELEANOR WROATH
I’m originally from Bath, England but 
have been in the U.S. for nearly 8 years 
with my family—5 of those in Madi-
son NJ, before moving to Dallas in the 
summer of 2016.  I have a son and 2 
daughters - all in HPISD schools (Amity 
is enrolled in the new chorister program). 
I was a professional actor before I had 
children and other than singing soprano 
at SMAA; I love to garden - I am a Dallas 
County Master Gardener and am current-
ly training to be a Horticultural Therapist 
with a view to running my own bereave-
ment support groups in a garden setting. 

ELIZABETH NEEL
2011 Graduate of Southern Methodist 
University, and SMU employee.  Member 
of Saint Michael since 2014.  Long-term 
DFW resident and lover of music.

ELLEN TEMPLIN
Ellen Templin has been singing in church 
choirs since she was 5 and that is a lot of 
years and a lot of music. She enjoys tennis, 
reading, and travel. She can be found at 
the St. Mary’s Guild bake table once a 
month with her fellow bakers.

ERIK LARSON
I am originally from Madison, WI, and 
I attended school for Operatic Perfor-
mance at the UW-Madison and Boston 
University. I am currently a member 
of the Young Artist Program at Fort 
Worth Opera. I just got married this 
past August! 

HOWARD TEMPLIN
Howard and his wife Ellen are both 4th 
generation Dallasites and both gradu-
ated from Highland Park. They have 3 
daughters and 2 grandsons (the mother 
of the grandsons is an Episcopal Priest in 
Abilene, Texas.)  Howard is a long time 
SMAA member who served on the vestry, 
has been in the choir for over 15 years 
and was chair of the Building & Grounds 
Committee for 12 years. 

HUNTER THOMAS
Hunter Thomas graduated from West-
minster Choir College in 2017 with a 
bachelors degree in music education, and 
holds a certificate of choral singing from 
Oxford University. He has sung in many 
world renowned choirs, including the 
Westminster Kantorei, the GRAMMY 
nominated Williamson Voices, and has 
performed in the Westminster Symphon-
ic Choir with the Berlin Philharmonic, 
the Vienna Philharmonic, and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. When he’s not 
singing, he’s busy working as a real estate 
agent or trying out a new recipe in his 
kitchen!  Hunter is also being Confirmed 
here at Saint Michael in November. 

JASON LAMB
Jason recently joined the Saint Michael 
choir after singing in the Preston Hollow 
Presbyterian Sanctuary Choir for 22 
years.  He has four children ages 10 to 17 
years old who are active in sports, music 
and dance.  Jason works as an Accountant 
at MIC Global Services in Plano and also 
sings with the Dallas Opera Chorus. 

CHOIR BIOS
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JAY LIPSCOMB
I’ve been a member of SMAA for over 50 
years ... and have sung in one of its choirs 
for about 45 of those years. I met my wife 
Suzanne in choir and together we have 
been able to involve our three children 
... Will, Lisa and Maggie ... in regular 
worship at SMAA through choir. Our 
family has truly been blessed through this 
ministry.

JOE LEON
Originally from Des Moines, Iowa. I’m 
a huge Iowa State fan, my alma mater 
(along with UNT),  and I’m an opera 
singer when not working at SMAA. 

JOHN LANG
Currently I am an acolyte, lay reader, 
and chorister at SMAA, where we have 
been members for more than thirty years.  
Husband of Elizabeth, an EfM mentor 
/ trainer and former head of the religion 
department at ESD, and father of Phebe 
and grandfather of Caleb and James.  
Following retirement, I joined the faculty 
at UTA, where I am a research associate 
utilizing expertise in physical chemistry 
(Ph.D. from Cornell University).

JUANA MONSALVE
I’m from Colombia. I love mountains, 
and besides singing classical music, I play 
the guitar and sing Latin American folk 
songs. 

JULIA DIETZ BECKEL
Julia is ecstatic to be a part of the new 
Music Ministry at Saint Michael, where 
she and her husband, Floyd, raised their 
two children. She works at Undermain 
Theatre and teaches part-time at the Saint 
Michael Episcopal School. Julia loves 
singing, art, all music, theater, reading, her 
family and her church.

KAREN AND JIM WILEY
We joined the choir at Saint Michael as 
newlyweds one warm night in July 1972; 
it was the quality of the music program 
that had made us choose this parish. In all 
the years since, we have served as Vestry 
Wardens, Christian Formation volunteers 

and in lots of other opportunities but it is 
worship by making music to God’s glory 
that is closest to our hearts.  There are 
now three generations of Wileys currently 
involved in the choir/chorister program. 
Won’t you join us? 

KELLEY CHRISTIAN 
A native of Phoenix, Arizona, Kel-
ley came to Dallas in 1999 to pursue 
a Music degree (voice) from SMU.  
There, she met her husband of 13 
years, Brian—a lifelong Episcopalian.  
Upon their marriage, they joined Saint 
Michael and All Angels, where all 3 of 
their daughters have been baptized. 

LAUREN DAVIS
I recently obtained my M.M. in Voice 
Performance at SMU (Pony Up!) after 
moving to Dallas from southwest Florida. 
I sing jazz, opera, and chamber music, in 
addition to choral repertoire. I also enjoy-
ing working as a personal fitness trainer in 
the DFW area.

LIBBY FOSMIRE
I am new to Texas. I am a cradle Episcopa-
lian. I love cooking and baking. 

MAGGIE LIPSCOMB
I am a senior in high school at ESD, and 
I have been singing in choir at Saint Mi-
chael since I was five. Aside from singing, 
I love cheerleading, dance, and theater, 
and I am a proud member of the botany 
club at school. I am planning on majoring 
in molecular and cell biology in college, 
and I hope to one day work in a medical 
research lab studying possible cures for 
cancer and other diseases.
 
PAIGE GRAHAM
Paige Graham is pursuing a master’s 
degree in choral conducting at the Uni-
versity of North Texas. Originally from 
Michigan, she moved to Texas in August 
and is grateful to be a new member of the 
choir at Saint Michael. In her spare time, 
Paige enjoys reading and cooking. 

PAM BARBERA
I’m the second baby baptized at Saint 
Michael’s (a long time ago).  I’ve been 

singing in the various choirs since 1954. 
When you sing, you pray twice!

PAUL TALBOT
Married to Laura, have three children 
(Catherine, Anne, Christopher), all of 
whom have been raised at Saint Michael.  
I’ve sung in choirs for decades, in church-
es (SMAA since the late ‘80s), schools, 
symphony orchestras. I was in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Parade twice.  Once on a 
float immediately preceding Bullwinkle 
the Moose, and once sharing a changing 
area (the Macy’s Department Store shoe 
department) with the Rockettes. 

ROBYN WILEY
I was not raised as an Episcopalian, but 
married into it.  I have been a choir mem-
ber since 2008.  Choir is a “Plus One” for 
our whole family. 

ROGER RUCKERT
My wife and I recently moved to the 
DFW area after living for many years in 
the Twin Cities, MN. As a lifelong Lu-
theran, I felt drawn to a liturgical church 
like Saint Michael. As a former organist, 
I am really excited with the musical hap-
penings going on here. 

SAMUEL SWEET
A staff singer with SMAA for roughly 2 
years now, Samuel is currently pursuing 
his Master’s in Choral Conducting at the 
UNT and is proud to hold a graduate 
assistantship under the esteemed tutelage 
of Dr. Allen Hightower. Besides an avid 
composer, and Anglican music enthusiast, 
Samuel enjoys his weekends adding to his 
family’s wine collection, and enjoying vast 
amounts of sushi. He is beyond thankful 
for the opportunity to sing each Sunday 
with his fellow staff singers, and this phe-
nomenal congregation. 

SARAH WHITE
Sarah is an avid reader and car concert 
giver in her spare time.  She enjoys baking 
(and eating) chocolate chip cookies any 
time someone gives her an excuse.  When 
the opportunity arises, she can be found 
on another continent, soaking in the 
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history and culture to be had. 

SHELBY HENDRYX
Shelby is a native of Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa and has been a Texan for 6 years.  
She enjoys knitting while listening to 
stand-up comedy & history podcasts.  
Shelby is also an ardent coffee and 
plant lover! You can find her at the 
Dallas Arboretum with a latte in hand 
on her free mornings.

STEWART THOMAS
Stewart’s love of Anglican music comes 
from growing up at Saint Michael.  He 
wants you to know how hard your 
musicians work, for many weeks in 
advance, to present the transcendent 
performances you hear every Sunday, 
and how much we enjoy making 
beautiful music for you.   Listen to the 
music, God’s talking to you! 

SUSAN SHIELDS JOHNSON
A Dallas native and lifelong member 
of SMAA,  I spend most of the day in 
my studio, working in clay and paint, 
though beloved granddaughters are 
now competing for that time. I have 
been very privileged to be a choir mem-
ber under all three choir directors at 
SMAA, as both child and adult. I find 
music to be the most essential frame 
and focus of my worship experience.

SUZANNE LIPSCOMB
Born in Oklahoma and raised overseas 
I have called Dallas, and the SMAA 
choir, home  for almost 27 years.   I 
met my husband, Jay, in choir and 
we’ve had the joy of raising our 3 chil-
dren (Will, Lisa, & Maggie) as choir 
singers as well.  I also love gardening 
and spending Friday mornings with 
my gift-wrap crew at the  St. Michael’s 
Woman’s Exchange. 

WENDY FINLEY
I am an intensely competitive pickle 
ball player.  I am Chairman of the 
Board of the Children’s Chorus of 
Greater Dallas. Each year I plant and 
nurture a large vegetable garden and 
can my produce. 

a conductor shows respect and value to the choir for the choir’s gift of their time.  
Further, it allows us to experience one of my very favorite things about live musical 
performance: a spontaneous moment.  Perhaps there’s something that happens in the 
service.  Perhaps it’s something in the sermon.  Or something that’s happened in our 
community.  Or a recent tragedy.  It can be any number of things.  But, something in 
the air happens, and we find ourselves singing and playing the music in a way we nev-
er did before.  Something has grabbed us.  And a soft moment is softer.  Or a climax 
is more exciting.  Or we make a bigger deal out of a passage by taking it a bit slower.  
What I’m talking about happens in the moment, but it nonetheless must be done 
together.  And there’s only one way that happens together: through the conductor.  
We’ve already had poignant moments at the beginning of the fall when a particular 
piece moved us in a special way while singing it, for example, during Communion.  
Because I sensed the choir was really following me and was with me, I could take 
more time at the end of the piece to draw out its beauty further.  Not only is that a 
higher level of music making, it allows us to make a more meaningful, deeper impact 
within our worship.

When a choir sings with outstanding diction that is done equally between all 
members, the result is electric.  Understanding every word the choir sings becomes 
effortless.  That doesn’t come without major effort and work!  It’s worth every 
second.  I think this is particularly important in our situation here at Saint Michael 
because the choir sings from the rear choir loft.  I believe that one way that the choir 
can be more fully present in the space is by clear, crisp, unified diction.  When all the 
choir’s words are easy to understand, the engagement with those listening is naturally 
deeper.  There is a wonder in the way that singing is uniquely a combination of music 
and words.  I want us to fully explore that wonder.

Choral diction that’s easy to understand comes with a price.  That price is much hard 
work from the choir.  For example, our choir sings in English more frequently than 
not (the other common language is Latin).  But, in order for a choir to sing any given 
piece with the kind of clarity of diction I mean, they must think and articulate every 
single word of what is likely their native language in a way they otherwise would 
never do.  So, words like “good” or “live” or “not” or “best,” to say nothing of words 
of obvious importance for a church choir such as “God” or “Lord,” must receive a 
level of conscious attention that such words haven’t received since we first learned 
to talk and read.  That’s no small task!  And, to do it together, meaning that every 
single singer is doing the same kind of vocalized “l” at the beginning of the word 
“light” or the same kind of closed “n” on “not,” can only be accomplished together in 
rehearsal and not in a matter of seconds.  Multiply that times the number of words in 
the Psalm the choir sings (to say nothing of the Offertory Anthem or Communion 
Motet), and you begin to see just how much we have to cover in rehearsal.  And that’s 
only diction!  Not even learning the notes.  Again, this is another example of how 
our choir’s work and commitment is such an inspiring gift to our parish.

This program year, we are also expanding our repertoire primarily with sacred choral 
music from the 20th- and 21st- centuries.  I’ve chosen this mainly because of the 
ways it will help the choir improve themselves and the ways it will bring our worship 
to life, especially in our mid-century modern church.  For example, our new service 
of Nine Christmas Lessons & Carols on Sunday night, December 23, modeled after 
the famous service of that name at King’s College in Cambridge (UK), will feature 
entirely choral music from the 20th- and 21st-centuries.  The various challenges pre-
sented in such a variety of modern choral pieces to the choir are excellent: for 

continued page 42
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 |   7  p.m.

A professional vocal ensemble, New York-based Salvatones have been inspiring audiences through high 
quality music and creative community engagement since 2010.  The Salvatones’ annual concert series, 
which features a sweeping repertoire of classical and contemporary music, has been dazzling and delighting 
audiences in public concert and private performances. Committed to using music to improve communities, 
the group created The Salvatones Young Voices to engage young inner-city singers in dynamic learning 
experiences.

The Salvatones consists of passionate, committed singers led by artistic director Daniel Brondel, who is 
the Associate Director of Music & Organist at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Since 2010, their impressive vocal 
artistry has been dazzling and delighting audiences in concert as well as in private and public events. 
The ensemble has collaborated with internationally renowned vocal ensembles including The Philippine 
Madrigal Singers, the Essence of Joy Singers, and DeKoor Close Harmony. Their yearly concert series, 
collaborating with the New York Virtuosi string ensembles, includes The Many Sounds of Christmas, The 
Many Sounds of Spring, and 9/11 Reflections. Singers from the Salvatones, along with Daniel Brondel, 
were honored to take part in the recent papal visit of His Holiness Pope Francis to New York City in 2015. 
The Salvatones have appeared throughout New York City and in Westchester, New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Maryland, and Ohio. They performed the work of Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Jennifer Higdon as part 
of the 2016 Paul Creston Award concert. 

saintmichael.org/smp

You won’t want to miss these amazing voices! 
Reserve your seat today!

An ensemble of astonishing range, with 
clarion voices echoing harmonies that stir 
the imagination

“

   THE ARCHANGEL | NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2018  21



NOVEMBER-DECEMBER PARISH EVENTS
for a full listing of all events, visit www.saintmichael.org

CHILDREN & FAMILY
NOVEMBER 30
NIGHT IN NARNIA
6-7:30 p.m.
Youth Center

We invite our 4th-5th graders and 
their families to join us as we explore 
the Advent season through C.S. 
Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe. Families can walk through 
Narnia meeting the residents, creating 
crafts, playing games, and there may 
even be a visit from Father Christmas 
himself ! Heidi Haverkamp, the author 
of Advent in Narnia: Reflections for the 
Season, will also join us as we explore 
the magic of Narnia and the Advent 

season. Please contact Regan Wallace 
for volunteer opportunities, including 
coordination, organization, and deco-
rations. rwallace@saintmichael.org

DECEMBER 6
ST. NICK NITE
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Saint Michael Chapel

Come celebrate the Feast of  St. 
Nicholas! Join us for an evening 
prayer service in the chapel as we 
learn about St. Nicholas, bless candy 
canes, light the advent wreath, and 
sing songs. All ages are welcome 
to join us as we begin the Advent 
season. Children, and all others, are 
welcome to wear pajamas. The eve-

ning will be full of fun and fellow-
ship and the opportunity to enjoy 
milk and cookies with our special 
guest St. Nick himself after the 
prayer service.

DECEMBER 16
CHRISTMAS NATIVITY PAGEANT
11 a.m. Service in the Church

Join us at the 11 a.m. worship service 
as our youngest parishioners retell the 
story of the birth of Jesus. The service 
will also be live streamed through the 
Saint Michael website and on the Saint 
Michael Facebook page. 

Contact Regan or Gabrielle if you have 
questions or would like to volunteer. 
rwallace@saintmichael.org

A  H O L I D A Y  D R I V E  &  W E E K E N D  O F  S E R V I C E  

Wednesday-Saturday | December 12th-15th 

Benefitting the children & families of 
Jubilee Park & Community Center

Morning, Daytime and Evening Opportunities

You and your loved ones are 
joyfully invited to participate in

I Believe in Angels

How does it work?
Help kick off the holiday season by helping host a festive 

luncheon for senior citizens at Jubilee, or helping with the 
I Believe in Angels store. With your help, Jubilee parents 

who have volunteered 60+ hours will ‘shop’ for gifts for 
their children from a “store” of donated items.

How can I help?
Shop for toys | Bake a dessert | Decorate a table

Serve drinks | Sort items | Set Up the Store | Load a truck 
Wrap gifts | Be a “Personal Shopper”!  

 
Gather your friends and family to help fill 
bellies and lift spirits during the holiday 

season.

Interested?
Stop by our info table, call 214-887-1364, 

or email volunteer@jubileecenter.org.

ALL THE 
FEELS :)



YOUTH
JULY 21-26, 2019 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP:                               
Perryville, AR                                                                   
Cost:$550                                                                     
Location: Heifer Ranch in 
Perryville, AK  (heifer.org)           
Register now!
Deadline to register: April 15 
saintmichael.org/youth 

JUNE 8-14, 2019 
HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP
Boston, MA
Cost: $700
Location: Praying Pelicans organization
(prayingpelicanmissions.org)
Register now!
Deadline to register: March 1
saintmichael.org/youth 

DECEMBER 9 
TACKY SWEATER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Led by: Chase Monson
Youth Center

This is the 3rd Annual Tacky Sweater 
Christmas Party.  Games, food, and lots 
of fun! Prizes for best sweaters.  

DECEMBER 9 
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRESSIVE 
DINNER
Led by: Nancy Moore
nancystahlamoore@yahoo.com
5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Celebrate Christmas around the world 
with the High School EYC! We will be 
traveling to different houses for food and 
fellowship in the neighborhood.  Every-
one should bring a white elephant gift 
under $10. 

EYC 2.0 SPECIAL EVENTS
DECEMBER 5 
STRESS RELIEF BEFORE FINALS: 
YOGA NIGHT
6 - 7 p.m.

DECEMBER 12 
JUBILEE SENIOR GIFT 
BAG SORTING
Meet at church at 4:30 p.m. 
Return by 7:30 p.m.

PARISH-WIDE EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
WOSM LUNCHEON: EATING 
MINDFULLY AND FEELING GOOD
11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall
Joanne Bondy of Stocks & Bondy

After recognizing a need in the market 
for artisanal stocks, stews, and bone 
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broths, Chef Joanne Bondy created 
Stocks & Bondy in 2014.  Chef Bondy 
provides her stocks and soup-bases to 
some of the finest restaurants in Dallas 
and sells them at her storefront at the 
Dallas Farmers Market as well as our 
own Saint Michael’s Farmers Mar-
ket.  She believes in using high quality 
ingredients that are fresh, local, and 
sustainable.  As we approach the holiday 
season, come hear Chef Bondy share 
about her culinary thoughts and hap-
penings that can enhance our culinary 
experience. saintmichael.org/women.

THUR, NOV. 15
JUBILEE THANKSGIVING 
SENIOR LUNCHEON
11 am – 1 pm

Celebrate Thanksgiving with our senior 
residents!  Volunteers are asked to help 
bring desserts and decorations, to assist 
with set up, and to serve the food.  Join 
Jubilee for this heart-warming tradition in 
a season of gratitude.
Contact Jeff & Darrel Rice at 
jeffrice6405@gmail.com

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
ACOLYTE TRAINING
9-10:30 a.m.

Young persons (beginning in 6th 
grade) are especially needed right now. 
Contact Tony Briggle at tonybriggle@
sbcglobal.net or 214-505-7422 for 
more information.

NOVEMBER 21-23
CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED FOR 
THANKSGIVING

SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 25
PRESIDING BISHOP RADIO 
BROADCAST ON “DAY 1”

Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry 
will be a guest speaker on their weekly 
broadcast. Listen at day1.org, or locally 
on WRR 101.1.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1
ADVENT QUIET DAY
Led by The Rev. Heidi Haverkamp
9 a.m. – noon
Coke Activities Room

With its themes of light and darkness, 
snow and cold, temptation and sin, 
forgiveness and hope, C.S. Lewis’s 
enchanting novel for children, The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe, is in fact 
both a delightful and serious Advent 
story for adults. You don’t have to have 
read the book to attend this Quiet Day 
where, through discussion and personal 
reflection, we’ll talk about faith and 
imagination in our own lives and explore 
the promise of Incarnation as conceived 
in the novel and scripture. Turkish De-
light will be served!

Heidi Haverkamp is an Episcopal priest 
and the author of Advent in Narnia: Re-
flections for the Season, a devotional book 
for adults and youth that includes scripture 
readings, reflection questions, suggested 
activities, and a recipe for Mrs. Beaver’s 
Sticky Marmalade Roll.
$10 per person
RSVP at saintmichael.org/adults

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
11 a.m. in the church

Begin the Advent season with this 
beloved service of readings, music, and  
a band.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6
PRIMETIMERS LUNCHEON 
10:30 a.m. in the Coke Room

Jonathan Ryan, Director of Music, 
will speak on our favorite Christmas 
music, while leading us in carols of the 
season. And a special appearance by the 
Singing Angels of SMES to “Wish us a 
Merry Christmas!” Lunch by reserva-
tion, $10.
Call Bonita @ 214-728-6440

DECEMBER 6
ST. NICK NITE
6:30 p.m. 
Storytelling and Songs in Saint Michael 
Chapel

7 p.m. 
Pictures with St. Nicholas and Milk and 
Cookies in the South Entrance

Parish Life partners with the CFM 
and Youth teams for a FREE Feast of 
St. Nicholas night service in Saint Mi-
chael chapel led by The Rev. Eric Liles 
with music provided by our Contem-
porary Music Director, Justin Brooks.  
A surprise appearance by St. Nicholas 
is a highlight for the littlest Saint 
Michael angels. Cookies and milk are 
served afterward. 

DECEMBER 12-15
I BELIEVE IN ANGELS 
Be sure to check out the ad on page 22!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
CHRISTMAS LESSONS & 
CAROLS  
5:30 p.m. in the Church

We now bring the famous Christmas 
Lessons & Carols at King’s College, 
Cambridge to Saint Michael!  Hear 
cherished Christmas readings from 
Scripture, sing your favorite Christmas 
carols, and hear our Saint Michael 
Choir and Choristers offer a rich array 
of Christmas choral music in our can-
dlelit church.  This service is a wonder-
ful occasion to bring friends and family 
to experience Christmas!

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
Please see ad with complete listing of 
services, found on page 2.

DECEMBER 24-25
CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED FOR 
CHRISTMAS

PRESIDING
BISHOP
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DECEMBER 31-JANUARY 1
CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED FOR 
NEW YEARS EVE/DAY

JANUARY 6
EPIPHANY FEAST OF LIGHTS & 
BURNING OF THE GREENS
5:30 p.m. 
Epiphany Worship Service in the 
Church

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Burning of the Greens Reception in the 
Garden Cloister

Epiphany is one most beautiful nights of 
the year at Saint Michael.  The congrega-
tion gathers in the church for a candlelit 
service that concludes with a procession 
out to the Garden Cloister for the cere-
monial Burning of the Greens and hot 
chocolate and s’mores! 

BEGINNING 
JANUARY 16
JOURNEY 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Coke Room

Journey is a 7-week course addressing 
the really big topics of our faith: Who is 
Jesus? Did he die? How can I be sure of 
my faith? How does one pray? Why read 
the Bible? These questions and more 
form the basis of a foundational look at 
our faith!

Mark your calendars now! For more 
information and to register, visit:
www.saintmichael.org/journey 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS
NOVEMBER 12 
“CAUSES, TYPES, AND IMPACT 
OF FINANCIAL STRESS ON CARE 
RECEIVERS” 
Stephen Ministry sponsors speaker Steven 
Cotton
6:30 p.m. 
Coke Activities Room

This educational meeting is open to all 
Pastoral Care Ministries and all parish 
members RSVP and questions:  Mary 
Kardell, mary.kardell@sbcglobal.net.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
“SPIRITUAL BASIS OF 
STEWARDSHIP” 
6 - 7:30 p.m.  
Coke Activities Room
$10 for dinner 

Prayer Ministry meeting and dinner 
with Squeaky Connolly (Stewardship 
Committee Chair)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
“ORGANIZING FOR HEAVEN” 
SERIES
 “Protect Yourself Legally and Medical-
ly” with Bennett Cullum
10 - 11 a.m. 
Parlor 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5
ADVENT LITURGY OF 
REMEMBRANCE 
6 p.m.
Saint Michael Chapel

PASTORAL CARE 
MEETINGS
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Meets on the 1st and 3rd Sunday each 
month
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Coke Activities Room 

CARE GIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
Led by Gayl Braymer  
Monday
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Parlor 
 
CENTERING PRAYER GROUP
Led by Shannon Callewart
Tuesdays 
10 a.m.
Bishop Moore Chapel

FAITH AND GRIEF GATHERING 
Led by Dru Francis
2nd Thursday of each month
Noon - 1 p.m.
Coke Activities Room

December 13 guest speaker: 
Merial West

PARISH NURSE MINISTRY
Led by Dianne Boyd, RN
3rd Sunday of each month
9:30 - 11 a.m.   

MONTHLY FOCUS SCHEDULE :
November 18: Men’s Health Month 
December 16: Mental Health/Stress/
Grief Awareness
Questions:   Contact Dianne Boyd, RN, 
dboyd@saintmichael.org. 

PRAYER SHAWL KNITTING 
MINISTRY
Led by Byrd Teague
Tuesdays 
1 - 3 p.m. 
Drake Room 

PRAYING OUR GOODBYES
Led by The Rev. Dr. Hiltrude Nusser-Telfer
10 - 11:30 a.m.
3rd Wednesday of the month*
Parlor  

*November only 
Praying our Goodbyes will meet on the 28th.

WOMEN’S CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP
Led by Sue Patton and Charlie Stobaugh
Mondays 
1:45 - 3 p.m.
Parlor  

EXPLORE YOUR
FAITH
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During the second week of October, my wife Allison and I joined Chris and Nicole Girata, Sally and Chris Schupp, and 
Margaret Spellings in London for the annual meeting of the Compass Rose Society. This was my first journey to London, 
and I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the opportunity to begin exploring the history, culture, and food of England. 
In addition to reconnecting with several bishop friends, learning about happenings around the Anglican Communion, 
and sending greetings to many friends in Tanzania through their archbishop, Allison and I were also able to connect with 
longtime friends and experience two proper English villages.  I am incredibly thankful that Saint Michael is a contributing 
member of the society, understanding the importance of supporting the global Anglican Communion. We who are many are 
one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Compass Rose society exists to support the ministry of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Anglican Communion. 
There are several ways by which this happens, and here is one example. Since 1867, occurring about every ten years, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury calls for a meeting of all bishops in the Anglican Communion. Both the Archbishop and this 
Lambeth Conference are two of the three “instruments” of unity in the Communion.

As you might imagine, the getting to and from London from remote parts of the world is a huge undertaking and challenge 
for some of these bishops. The Compass Rose Society established a scholarship fund to help ensure that every bishop who 
wants to attend Lambeth will have the means to do so.

Each scholarship is $10,000 and they have already received many. That means that individual Anglicans and Episcopalians 
from England, Canada, the US or Hong Kong believe so much in the Anglican Communion that they are willing to give 
away $10,000 of their own money to support bishops in the effort of communion. I am inspired by this type of generosity.

We closed our time together with dinner and worship in Lambeth Palace. It is such an honor to dine and celebrate Com-
pline in a place so full of our collective Anglican history (think Cranmer writing the first Book of Common Prayer!), with 
such gracious hosts as Justin and Caroline Welby. This was an experience none of us will ever forget and for which each of us 
is especially grateful.

COMPASS  ROSE  & Lambethby The Rev. Dr. Eric Liles
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The Rt. Rev. George Sumner, 
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Dallas honors Tony Briggle for 
nine years of service to Diocesan 
Convention

Rehearsal one, for the 2018 SMAA Nativity 
Pageant

Rev. Greg Pickens wears newly-blessed vest-
ments for Saint Michael Chapel, graciously 
provided by Susie and Sandy McDonough

New burse and veil
graciously provided 
by Susie and Sandy 
McDonough

The new Saint Michael Choristers 
waiting to make their entrance, 
singing for the parish for the first 
time!

PARISH LIFE
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On September 15 The Saint Michael’s Farmers 
Market closed out its seventh season on an 
up note of good things. Such as fantastic 
record crowds—through rainy, windy, cold 
(yes, cold) Saturday mornings last April; 

through the 100-plus temperatures of the 
summer;  the mass exodus of Dallasites to cooler 

climates in July and August, and the growing number of 
competitive markets in the area—our 
crowds still averaged 800 each week 
during the 23-week run of the market! 

The number of our vendors has also in-
creased as they keep bringing more and 
different quality food items that have 
made the market the showcase that it is 
and continues to let us wear the 2017 D 
Magazine  title of “Best Neighborhood 
Farmers Market”.  The other thing we 
pride ourselves on is the way we value 
our vendors; and they know it.  We 
ended our market on the 15th with 
our second annual luncheon for the 
vendors.  We all had a joyful time as we 
were able to break bread together with 
our partners in this community out-
reach called the Saint Michael’s Farmers 
Market. 

Coming up on November 14, Joanne 
Bondy, owner of Stocks & Bondy, 
talented chef and a popular vendor 
at our market, will be speaking to the 
Women of Saint Michael about Eating Mindfully and 
Feeling Good.  We invite you to support the WOSM 
and Joanne with your presence at this meeting.   

On a happy note for the entire Wilbur family, Nancy 
Wilbur, our Market Director for the past three seasons, 
was honored on her “retirement” with recognition by 
the entire church on Sunday, September 9 with a great 

big standing ‘O’ for her outstanding service to the 
community and the Church.  Thank you, Nancy, Bob 
and Paige. 

While we won’t let Nancy get too far away, we will be 
announcing our new Market Director and 2019 Market 
dates in the early part of 2019.  So, stay tuned, and line 
up to join us as we always welcome volunteer greeters at 

the market. 

This is where you have made a differ-
ence.  Thank you to all the parishioners 
and neighbors and visitors from afar 
who have supported our market so 
loyally.  We know you by name and 
so do our vendors.   We see how you 
look forward to being with us on 
Saturday mornings, as well as enjoying 
the healthy and tasty food purchases 
available and  we always look forward 
to seeing  and visiting with each of 
you,  and making new friends.  We are 
grateful to you for shopping with us 
and helping our farmers and vendors to 
market their products.

Thank you also, to all of you who have 
supported the market through our 
fund raising vehicle, Friends of Farmers 
Market.  Many of you have supported 
us since the beginning, seven years 
ago, and we know who you are.  Your 
support is indescribably valuable to us, 

as we operate as an affiliate of the church and are not 
a part of a line item budget.   All of our “employees” 
are volunteers, with the exception of our two church 
sextons, C.J. and Lester, who are the most important 
part of our management team.  You can see how your 
donations make the market possible and so we would 
like to recognize you, the contributors from 2018.  
Thank you.      

FARMERS MARKET SEASON ENDS ON UP NOTE 
By Marillyn Seeberger
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SOUS  CHEF 
Anonymous  
Anonymous
Carol & Bob Beveridge
Suzanne & Lance Charriere
John Ellerman 
Louise & Guy Griffeth
Mary & David Henderson
Shirley & Bill McIntyre
Byrd Teague
Nancy & Bob Wilbur
Paige Wilbur  
John & Kathy Yeaman, Charitable 
Family Trust     
     
RESTAURANTEUR
Arkay Foundation/
      Carolyn Wittenbraker
Kate Juett
Mary Ruth & Steve McKenney
Marillyn & Gus Seeberger
Nancy & John Solana
Betty & John Taylor, Jr.
Sherry & Robert Wilson   
   
FARMER  
Lynn & Robert Abbott
Peggy Carr
Vicki & Bob Chapman
Nancy & Howell Harralson
Mary & Russ Lessmann
Susie & Sandy McDonough
Elizabeth & Tom Moore
Katherine & Eric Reeves
Jennifer & Thomas Russell
Tricia & Tom Stewart
Kae & Ben Stuart

SEEDLING
Shannon Callewart
Lynne & Bob Campbell
Betty & Marvin Crawford
Dare & Dale Gillette
Jane & Greg Greene
Sarah & Robert Hallam
Jane Jenevein
Mary & Steve Kardell
Stacey & Ken Malcolmson
William McGannon Family
Robert T. Melvin
Elizabeth F. Norwood
Patricia Plettner
Linda & Ellis Skinner
Pat Snider
Dr. Roy Washburn
Barbara F. Wiggins
Nancy S. Wilson

CULTIVATORS
Anonymous
Barb & Randy Biddle
Margaret Cervin
Judy & Eric Conner
Judith Gardere
Paxson Glenn
Kay & Steve Head
Angela & John Howell
Erica & Charlie Sartain
Myra Lancaster
Cora Mason
Victoria & Gregory Shinn
Sherry & Rob Shults

WINNER

Best of Big D
 BEST NEIGHBORHOOD
 FARMERS MARKET

2017

The

@saintmichaelsmarket

THANK YOU

EVERYONE
FOR A GREAT 

SEASON!

saintmichaelsmarket.com

THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS 
OF THE FARMERS MARKET!
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HOLLI ROYALL
Youth Minister for Small Groups & 
Digital Media 

Please join us in welcoming Holli Royal 
to the Saint Michael family as the new 
Youth Minister for Small Groups and 
Digital Media.  Holli was born and 
raised in Dallas and attended college 
in Tyler, TX.  While in college, she 
served as her student class president and 
also volunteered with a local church 
helping not only with a mission trip to 
Monterrey, Mexico but also leading the 
small groups ministry for boys and girls 
groups.  She is a licensed graduate from 
Ogle Beauty School of Dallas and has 
a great passion for wedding hair and 
makeup as a hobby.  She has been an ac-
tive volunteer at SMAA including help-
ing with vbs, teaching the Catechesis 
Montessori class and will attend the 
2019 youth ski trip.  Holli is a positive, 
outgoing Jesus follower, and mother of 
four school aged children.  She has tons 
of applicable life experience that will 
help her connect with and minister to 
our students.

NOZAR DARYAPAYMA
Director of Facilities

Nozar Daryapayma joined our staff on 
October 15th as Director of Facilities, 
overseeing, organizing  and managing 
the Facilities team, with Robert Butler 
moving to Associate Director.  Nozar 
comes to us most recently from Church 
of the Incarnation where he served in 
the same capacity for over 4 years.  Prior 
to that, Nozar was Director of facili-
ties at Christ Church in Plano, where 
he and his wife Roxie have attended 
church for over 20 years.  Nozar has 
served in virtually every capacity at 
his home church from usher to Senior 
Warden, and has been active with the 
Diocese, serving on Executive Council.

Nozar is Iranian and came to the Unit-
ed States with his family after the Shah 
was exiled and settled in Texas. After 
college, he and his brothers started 
and ran a series of dry cleaners in the 
mid-cities for many years.  Unable to 
convince Roxie that he could stay home 
and relax, he decided to give back to 
the church he loves and began work in 
the Facilities area and helping shape the 
church’s growth and building projects.  
He also is an active missioner in Peru, 
assisting young orphans in that country 
through the auspices of the Episcopal 
Diocese there.

FAREWELL
ALLIE FARMER

This month we said goodbye and god-
speed to our dear friend Allie Farmer.

Allie has served as one of our Youth In-
terns since August 2017 and since this 
July as a half-time Youth Minister. We 
will miss having Allie around, her help 
with our Youth Ministry, and wish her 
well in her professional photography 
work. My family has already booked her 
for our holiday photos! 

God’s peace,
Eric

alliefarmerphotography.com

SAINT MICHAEL STAFF NEWS

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR LATEST VIDEOS ON YOUTUBE? @smaadallas30
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ARCHBISHOP
A bishop who presides over several dioceses in a large region.  This position includes some 
supervisory responsibilites over both dioceses and bishops in that region.
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The road to Fighting For Freedom has been one 
of education and a determination to help in 
the effort that makes a difference in the life of 

someone whose life is not their own.

Founded in 2016, Project Moses used that year to get 
organized as a ministry. A model was developed for the 
ministry to set priorities and focus areas by which we 
would operate. As identified by its members, education 
and awareness of the human trafficking issue in our 
community became a primary focus of our ministry. This 
led to our primary mission in 2017 – educate ourselves. 
Much of 2017 was spent on speaking to local, regional, 
and national agencies that have dedicated their existence 
to fighting the crime of human trafficking. Many contacts 
and relationships were built that provided a foundation 
on which Project Moses would begin to operate. 

In 2018, with a growing education into the complex-
ities of both labor and sex trafficking, Project Moses 
was poised to further our education by developing an 
outreach to our community. Our members were eager 
to begin an action-oriented ministry that provided some 
benefit to the survivors of human trafficking crimes. In 
an effort to broaden awareness in our parish and the 
community, Project Moses called on New Friends New 
Life to assist us with this task. The New Friends New Life 
organization is dedicated to restore and empower for-
merly trafficked teen girls and sexually exploited women.  
Through NFNL, Project Moses began this year to cook 
and serve for survivors. This food ministry has given our 
members a pastoral purpose and has proven to be a real 
benefit to those in need.

In addition to our relationship with New Friends New 
Life, Project Moses has become more involved in the 
North Texas Coalition Against Human Trafficking. As 
we expand our role in this organization, we have begun to 
establish additional relationships with the 25+ member 
organizations of the Coalition. Through these relation-
ships, Project Moses began to understand the community 
needs and the opportunity for Saint Michael and All 
Angels to play a larger role as a leader in the fight against 
human trafficking. This inspired our work to develop a 
symposium in 2018 to bring together a group of local, 

PROJECT MOSES:
DEBRIEFING THE HUMAN TRAFFICKING SYMPOSIUM

by Mark Demler

state, and national experts to educate and motivate our 
community. 

THE SYMPOSIUM: FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM

On Saturday October 20, Saint Michael and All An-
gels, with the Project Moses Ministry hosted the Dallas 
Symposium on Human Trafficking. Our objectives in 
hosting this symposium were to provide answers to three 
questions:

1. What is the human trafficking environment in 
our community?

2. What is our community currently doing to fight 
this crime?

3. What is needed to expand this fight and what 
can attendees do to get involved in our commu-
nity efforts?

The day’s sessions began with leaders in the human traf-
ficking field: Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, Coun-
cilmember Jennifer Staubach Gates, speaking passionately 
about the issue at hand: that human trafficking is every-
where. It surrounds us. On the streets of Dallas alone 400 
teens are trafficked each night.

Two dynamic panel discussions followed. First, “Restore 
and Empower – A Survivor Discussion” featured the 
panel of Rebekah Charleston, Kristin McWilliams, and 
Kimberly Stevens. Rebekah is a local resident and Exec-
utive Director of Valiant Hearts. She also travels exten-
sively nationally as an advocate for survivor rights. Both 
Kristin and Kimberly visited us from the Thistle Farms 
Magdalene Program. Joining these trafficking survivors 
was Kim Robinson, CEO of New Friends New Life. This 
powerful panel discussion was moderated by Dr. Vanessa 
Bouché of TCU. 
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The second panel was moderated by George Lynch, CEO of 
Traffic911. This panel included Carmen White with the Dallas 
County District Attorney’s Office, Kristen Howell, CEO of 
Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center. The topic of this great 
session was “How Dallas is Changing the Game for Child Sex 
Trafficking”. 

EXPO BOOTHS AND TRAFFICKING ART EXHIBIT
The Parlor was transformed into a Human Trafficking Artifact 
Exhibit. This art display is powerful and all remarked that this 
was a very moving experience that illustrates the darkness that 
victims may experience. 

KEYNOTE 
A survivor herself, the sym-
posium keynote speaker was 
Rev. Becca Stevens, who is also 
founder of Thistle Farms, a 
sanctuary for trafficking survi-
vors, and has been featured in 
the New York Times, ABC and 
NPR. Becca provided an inspir-
ing message about her mission 
and her life dedicated to help-
ing those affected by domestic 
abuse and trafficking. For her 
work, Becca has been recog-
nized as a CNN Hero in 2016, 
and White House “Champion 
of Change” among many other 
acknowledgements. 

2019 AND BEYOND
While still finalizing 2019 plans, we will expand our outreach 
to help survivors. From a 2018 schedule of cooking and serving 
six times, we will provide this service to survivors every month 
in 2019. As a ministry we have assembled many volunteer 

Beginning Wed, January 16, 2018 @ 6:30 p.m.
dinner and childcare provided

www.saintmichael.org/journey

Journey is a 7-week course addressing the really big topics of our faith: Who is Jesus? 
Did he die? How can I be sure of my faith? How does one pray? Why read the Bible? 
These questions and more form the basis of a foundational look at our faith!
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BOOKSIGNING 
EVENT
All proceeds go to 
Episcopal ministries!

NOVEMBER 15
5:30-7 p.m. in the Parlor

Virginia Theological Seminary 
is proud to announce the pub-
lication of Rector Transitions: 
A Handbook for Episcopal 

Lay Leaders from author, and former SMAA Sr. Warden, 
Van Sheets. Join us at this special book-signing event for the 
only book about Episcopal church transitions written from 
a lay leader’s perspective, and incorporates steps developed 
in the rector transition that led to the call of  of our current 
rector, The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata! 

It’s little wonder, as Van has been active in churches across 
America, including as a Sr. Warden in San Francisco, Califor-
nia and Dallas, TX. He has served as a corporate CEO and 
currently leads a social enterprise that brings high quality 
preschool learning to economically disadvantaged children. 
He earned an AB from Duke University and an MBA from 
Harvard University. Now is your chance to pick up your 
own signed copy! See you soon! Appetizers and wine will be 
served.  

About The Book
Rector Transitions is the only book about Episcopal church 
transitions written from a lay leader’s perspective. It is a com-
prehensive, faithfully optimistic, and Spirit-guided roadmap 
that will help you to discern God’s vision for your church 
and to find and establish a strong partnership with the new 
rector who will join you. The book also includes twenty-two 
tools designed to enhance lay leaders’ confidence, effective-
ness, and efficiency throughout the transition lifecycle. With 
a foreword by The Rt. Rev. Frank Griswold, 25th Presiding 
Bishop of The Episcopal Church, this book is a call to spir-
itual leadership and discernment. “Getting a Rector search 
and transition right is so important,” said the Very Rev. Ian S. 
Markham, Ph.D., dean and president. “This is a book packed 
with wisdom and insight that can make a difference to a 
successful church transition of clergy. It is a remarkably good 
book; accessible, wise, and practical.”

The book is also available on Amazon.com and by request at 
other retailers. All profits from sales of this book will be donated 
to Episcopal ministries. For more information and resources, 
visit www.RectorTransitions.com.

Year-End Giving 
Opportunities at SMAA

By Caroline Marak, Stewardship Manager

The end of a calendar year is always filled 
with the hustle and bustle of the holiday 
season, the excitement of a year to come, 
and the close of a year that has passed. 

This time of year is one in which Saint 
Michael is joyously planning the upcoming 

budget in which we make opportunities into 
realities due to your generous financial gifts. If you 
are looking to make a year-end investment for tax 
advantages, Saint Michael and All Angels is able to 
receive gifts of appreciated stock as well as gifts from 
retirement assets. 

If you have appreciated stock, you can make a tax-
wise gift to Saint Michael and All Angels for its full 
amount and avoid the capital gains taxes that would 
be incurred if it were sold. If you would like to trans-
fer stock to Saint Michael and All Angels, please 
contact Rob Baber at rbaber@saintmichael.org or 
214-365-3555. 

Gifts made from retirement assets are great tax-de-
ferred savings vehicles. With a traditional IRA 
account, you must make a “required minimum distri-
bution” at the age of 70 ½ that is taxable income 
when you may have no desire to do so and it results 
in a higher tax bill. The Pension Protection Act, 
made permanent by Congress in 2015, allows for 
a tax-free transfer to be made directly to qualified 
charities like Saint Michael and All Angels without 
income tax consequences. The requirements and 
restrictions are as follows:   

• You must be at least 70 ½ years old at the time of 
the gift.

• Only traditional IRA accounts may be used.
• You may transfer up to $100,000 a year.
• Distributions must be made directly to 
• Saint Michael and All Angels from the IRA by 

the IRA administrator. 
• You may not receive any goods or services in 

exchange for the IRA charitable rollover.

Contact Rob Baber, Director of Finance, with any 
questions that you may have at:
rbaber@saintmichael.org or 214-365-3555. 
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The Women’s Cancer Support Group 
is one of the longest running contin-
ual Pastoral Care ministries at Saint 
Michael.  Formed over 20 years ago 
with some of the same members still 

actively involved today,  its longevity 
speaks to why WCSG has been a vital ele-

ment in the many private survivor stories as women 
help women to walk this walk with others by their 
side.   Meeting in the Parlor every Monday at 1:45 
until 3 p.m., women who are cancer survivors or 
currently are experiencing cancer gather to share 
information about resources and experiences.   This 
women-only group is a confidential one and each 
member is an important asset in encouraging the 
others in their individual battles against the disease.  
Those who are survivors of the disease offer hope 
plus a wealth of information to those who are still in 
the fight, so survivors are especially valued as mem-
bers of our group.  WCSG is open to non-members 
of Saint Michael Church.

When you attend expect to find a professional 
counselor meeting with the group.  You will be wel-
comed, receive information, referrals, feedback.  You 
will have any and all questions answered in a safe 
and confidential environment.      

One tradition with this group is the acknowledge-
ment of anniversary dates of survivors.  These are 
always joyful moments of celebration.
 
Another tradition with this group is an annual 
Celebration of Life Christmas party.  The date for 
2018 has been set for December 9, 2018 at the 
Club Room at 3883 Turtle Creek at 1:00 pm.   We 
invite and welcome all survivors to the party with an 
RSVP.  If you haven’t been able to attend the weekly 
meetings, this could be an excellent opportunity to 
attend for the first time or to renew old friendships 
and your connection with an upbeat support group.  
Any woman who is a survivor of cancer or is current-
ly in the fight is invited to join us on any Monday.  
Don’t wait for the Christmas party!  

Contact:  Sue Patton, pattons@sbcglobal.net  or 
Charlie Stobaugh, charliestobaugh@gmail.com.

Any Monday, Join Women’s 
Cancer Support Group 

By Marillyn Seeberger
GRANT THEM ETERNAL REST 
May the souls of these faithful departed rest in peace.

Ruth Elizabeth Rahn 
August 31, Donna Aamodt (daughter), Whitley Aamodt (grand-
daughter)

Heidi Marie Lang 
September 2, Christine Schuepbach (daughter) and Martin (son-
in-law)

Mary Frances Hise 
September 3, Joe Hise (son) and Beth (daughter-in-law)

John Robert Carmack 
September 3, John Gooding (husband) 

Samuel Cramer Whitt Jr., Esq 
September 4, Jessica Whitt Garner (Daughter)

Richard Delano Trcka 
September 6, John Bergner (nephew) and Chuck Stewart 

Robert Walter Martin 
September 6, Shirley Martin (wife)

Harvey George Cragon 
September 7, Henrietta H. Cragon (wife)

Thomas Harold Martin 
September 11, Ryan (son) and Sarah Martin (daughter-in-law) 
Logan and Hallie (grandchildren)

Daniel McNeel Lane, MD, PhD 
September 13, Oleta Salyards (daughter) and Paul (son-in-law) 
Win and Maverick (grandsons) 

The Reverend Canon Stephen Barham Swann 
September 17, Carolyn Swann (wife), Stephen Swann (son) 
and Lauren (daughter-in-law), Stephen, Henry and Charlie 
(grandsons)

Betty Merzbacher Roseburg 
September 17, parishioner

Martha Dalrymple Guffey 
September 21, Kathleen Blair (daughter) and Robert (son-in-law) 
Jack, Andrew and William (grandsons)



MICHAEL ARAM
at St. Michael’s Woman’s Exchange

November 14, 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Michael Aram, the award-winning American artist and 
designer of jewelry, tableware, candles and sculpture 
is coming to St. Michael’s Woman’s Exchange on 
November 14.  The Exchange has carried his pieces 
for many years and is one of the primary sources in 
Dallas for his well known work.  

Michael Aram trained as a painter, sculptor and art 
historian who finds inspiration in nature.  Although best 
known for his work in metal and wood, Aram works 
with many materials and focuses on objects made by 
hand.  Inspired by a trip to India as a very young man, 
he established a workshop there, where his pieces are 
still made.

Aram’s “Olive Branch” collection and the “Butterfly 
Ginkgo” collection are particularly popular with us.  
His pieces are equally at home in a traditional setting 
and in a contemporary room, and on this visit, he 
will bring a collection of his jewelry, which is new for 
The Exchange.  Don’t miss an exciting opportunity 
to meet this important American artist.  Follow us for 
more information about this event! 

@smwexchange
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Anna Ramey Walker 
September 26, Jerry Walker (husband)

James Cooper Riley, Sr. 
September 29, Elizabeth Riley Selzer (daughter) and Doug (son-in-
law) Alan and Riley (grandsons)

Andrew Joseph Johnson 
October 5, Susan Shiels Johnson (aunt) and Gene Johnson (uncle)

Garth Dean Nix 
October 10, Betty Hemingway (daughter) and Scott (son-in-law)  
Nick, Grant and Sean (grandsons)

Karen Neese Tomlinson 
October 13, Allan Tomlinson (husband)

Betty Lou Burton Towers 
October 16, Marillyn Seeberger (sister) & Gus (brother-in-law)

Norma Falletta Berry 
October 20

Births 
We warmly welcome our newest members recently born into our 
parish family:

No October-November births reported to the church

Great Ex
Ross and Tamra Badgett

pectations



Join us this month for

NORTH DALLAS SHARED MINISTRIES MONTH

North Dallas Shared Ministries puts BOTH to good use.
Our food assistance programs are unique. We don’t provide a standard 
“grocery bag” of staples. Instead, we allow clients to choose the healthy, 
nutritious foods they want – up to $250 worth for a family of five.

We currently could use the following items:

For $ 1.00 we can buy what would cost $11.62 
at a grocery or warehouse store. Our buying 
power and special relationships allow us 
to stretch every dollar. In short, we really 
leverage your contributions.

There are some things we cannot obtain at a 
discount. Your donations of these items help 
us to stretch our budget and to provide more 
variety to our clients.

WHAT SHOULD I GIVE?

HOW WE USE MONEY HOW WE USE FOOD

Canned Peaches
Canned Pears

Canned Pineapple
Peanut Butter*

Canned Mixed Fruit
Canned Applesauce

Macaroni and Cheese
Saltine Crackers

*Please, no glass containers

Canned Soup
Ramen Noodles

Toilet Tissue
Cereal

However you choose to give – WE APPRECIATE IT! 
Thank you for your kindness and generosity! NDSM 
provides food to over 1,000 people every week.

NDSM is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.

NDSM.org
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Heart of giving
A Saint Michael Advent OutreachA Saint Michael Advent Outreach

As a meaningful complement to Christmas gifts, The Heart of Giving offers a thoughtful 
way to spread the spirit of the season. When you make tax-deductable gifts in honor of 

friends, business associates, or family members, you will receive The Heart of Giving 
acknowledgement cards to give the people on your Christmas list.

The Good Samaritan Fund

Project Moses

The Jubilee Park and Community Center

VNA Meals on Wheels in Honor of Mary Bartholow

Choose any or all of the following programs to benefit from your donation to The Heart of Giving:

Heart of giving
A Saint Michael Advent Outreach

A donation made in your honor to Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church 

will benefit one or more of the following ministries:

A description of each program appears on the reverse of this card.

The Good Samaritan Fund

Project Moses

The Jubilee Park and Community Center

VNA Meals on Wheels in Honor of Mary Bartholow

from

The Good Samaritan Fund

Project Moses

The Jubilee Park and Community Center

VNA Meals on Wheels in Honor of Mary Bartholow

Administered by Saint Michael’s clergy, the Good Samaritan Fund provides non-judgmental 
assistance and hope to non-parishioners in need.

It was launched in 2017 to highlight the truths of human trafficking and share the light of Christ 
with its survivors. We have joined the fight against human trafficking in the areas of awareness, 
education, advocacy, and outreach. 

As a part of the 50th Anniversary celebration, Saint Michael and All Angels initiated an effort to 
refurbish and revitalize Jubilee Park, a 62-block area with one of the city’s highest poverty and 
crime rates.

VNA Meals on Wheels provides hot, nutritious, freshly prepared meals five days a week to Dallas 
County residents who cannot provide from themselves due to illness, advanced age or disability.  

Each card describes how your gift in 
that person’s honor provides 
tangible benefits for the Mission and 
Outreach initiatives of Saint Michael 
and All Angels Episcopal Church.
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example, we’ll have more ways to explore and master 
the vowel unification we worked on so much last year.  
As a congregation, we’ll also experience how compos-
ers who have lived within our lifetimes reacted to and 
expressed the Christmas story.

The choir’s repertoire is also growing with the regular 
inclusion now of Choral Evensong.  On an average of 
once of a month, our 5:30 Sunday service of Evening 
Prayer is offered in a full choral version.  While this 
brings us to a level parallel with peer Episcopal church-
es and harkens back to our Anglican cathedral heritage, 
it also places big demands on the choir: on Sundays 
with Evensong, the choir still sings the Psalm, Offertory 
Anthem, and Communion Motet at the 11:00 morning 
service, plus a Psalm, Preces and Responses, Magnificat, 
Nunc Dimittis, and an anthem at Evensong.  This is a 
beautiful way of leading us in prayer in greater ways.  It’s 
also why we have moved our choir rehearsal from 90 
minutes to 2 hours each Wednesday night!

I hope you enjoy getting to know more about our 
adult choir in these pages.  I can tell you that they are 
not only a talented group, but an ensemble that loves 
singing together and is passionate about their role in 
and contributions to our worship.  I dare say we can all 
hear their love for what they do in our services when 
they sing!  I hope you will join me in thanking them 
for their wonderful, valuable, and inspiring gift of time, 
talent, and effort to reach our souls in worship and lead 
our prayer.

Jonathan Ryan
Director of Music and Organist

MUSIC NOTES con’t from pg. 20

opportunities and are in the process of prioritizing the 
needs and our capabilities as a group. Our goal as a 
ministry is to work more closely in the rehabilitation of 
survivors. These efforts require significant training in 
most cases, thus much of 2019 will again be dedicated 
to education and training.

Project Moses has discovered the severe lack of facilities 
dedicated to the rehabilitation of trafficking survivors, 
especially youth. Our aspiration as a ministry is to be-
come involved in a solution to this growing need. The 
continuing development of partnerships with organiza-
tions that are close to this issue is an immediate goal of 
Project Moses. We want to help Saint Michael and All 
Angels become a leader in providing solutions for the 
care and rehabilitation of survivors.

How Can I Help?
You can help Saint Michael and All Angels and Project 
Moses by joining our ministry and increasing your 
knowledge and awareness of the evils of human traffick-
ing. Visit our page at saintmichael.org/projectmoses 
for more information and follow our plans to pursue 
our vision for SMAA in this fight. 
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SAINT MICHAEL 
AND ALL ANGELS
IS OUR LEGACY

“We have deep gratitude for 
Saint Michael and All Angels 
Church. We met here, we 
married here, our son was 
baptized her, and our lifelong 
friends are here. We treasure 
the role Saint Michael plays in 
our community, in the world…
and in our lives. We want to 
perpetuate that legacy.”

Stephanie and Phil 
Ritter

Including the Saint Michael and All 
Angels Foundation in your estate plan 
is a simple way for your love of Saint 
Michael to live on.

EXPLORE YOUR OPT IONS:

Bequests and Wills

Retirement plans/IRAs

Life insurance policies

Charitable trusts

Bank accounts, Securities
Certificates of Deposit

Contact: Lowell Duncan, Director of Legacy Planning
 lduncan@saintmichael.org
 214-363-5471

“We have deep gratitude 

for Saint Michael and All 

Angels Church. We met 

here, we married here, our 

son was baptized here, 

and our lifelong friends are 

here. We treasure the role 

Saint Michael plays in our 

community, in the world, 

and in our lives. We want to 

perpetuate that legacy”

Stephanie and Phil Ritter
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8 SMAA COOKING TEAMS (made up of 5 people) will cook for the 
title of our own top ANGEL CHEF! 

Join us for a very special cooking challenge between teams of 
Saint Michael partitioners and clergy! You can participate as a 
team or come watch as the teams cook and get judged.  Viewers 
will enjoy appetizers, wine, and beer while the teams sweat it 
out in the kitchen.

$500 TEAM REGISTRATION

REGISTER NOW AT:
WWW.SAINTMICHAEL.ORG/ANGELCHEF

MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2019
“3015 at TRINITY GROVES” 
3015 GULDEN LN, DALLAS TX 75212
6-9 p.m.
TICKETS: $50/PERSON (sales begin in January)

Similar to “Chopped”, and our event 2 years ago at Trinity 
Groves, the competition baskets of ingredients will NOT be 
not known to the chef teams until the event begins. One 
judge position will be auctioned off at the Parish Party! 

FULL INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT:
WWW.SAINTMICHAEL.ORG/ANGELCHEF

All proceeds from this event go the Women of Saint Michael Gifts Committee, for grants to local non-profits.

@smaadallas

saintmichael.org
(214) 363-5471


