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Support for seniors: food, medical care, dental care, rental 
assistance and utility assistance to local seniors.

Christmas Plate Offerings 
MISSION & OUTREACH

North Dallas Shared Ministries

Visiting Nurses Association (VNA) Palliative Care

The Senior Source Ombudsman Program

Providing spiritual and medical support at end of life for 
clients in need.

Helps ensure that older adults in nursing homes live out 
their lives with respect in a safe environment.

Each year at Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church, as part of our Christmas 
celebrations, we have a lovely tradition of giving 100% of our undesignated offerings to 
outreach projects supported by our parish. This year the Mission and Outreach Committee 
has chosen to honor seniors in our local community. Our Christmas Offering Plate will be 
shared by the following ministries:

Thank you for giving generously to the 
needs of seniors this Christmas season.
 
SaintMichael.org/ChristmasGiving



Welcome to Christmas at Saint Michael and All Angels!

I’m so glad you’ve joined us for worship. Today we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus—the greatest gift to us all!  

   Together, we are called to become the good news of Jesus. We are called to 
become the hands and feet of God’s love in the world. We’d love to get to know 

you better, so please take a moment to fill out the welcome card, either physically or digitally, 
that can be found on the opposite page or in the pew back in front of you. 

With God’s help, we can make the great promise of living a life of hope and love a reality. When 
we commit to one another in this church, the work we do at Saint Michael is more than good. 
The work we do at Saint Michael, the relationships we build, and the vision we carry bring us all 
closer to God’s kingdom on Earth, now. God’s promise is for you: God came to be with us and 
God walks with us each day.  

As we celebrate the beauty of Christmas and prepare to move into a new year, I invite you to 
take a moment and center yourself on God’s presence. In this new year, I pray renewed strength 
and energy upon you. I pray that our passion will spread, and that together, we will inspire our 
world. May God bless you today and every day, and I hope to see you again very soon! 
 
With the greatest hope, 

The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata
Rector

Welcome to
SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

We extend our gratitude to the hundreds of people who have given generously of themselves to make this 

Advent/Christmas season of Saint Michael and All Angels such a joy. We are grateful for those who have made 

special contributions for the adornment of church and chapels, in memory and/or in thanksgiving of their beloved.

“The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid;  for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all people!’”

Luke 2:10



Hymn continues on the next page
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The Eve of the Nativity of our Lord

The Word of God
                            

Organ Prelude

Entering Procession   (standing, sung by all)
“O come, all ye faithful”   Adeste fideles                                                   Hymn 83

 



Hymn continues on the next page
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The Opening Acclamation and  Collect for Purity   (standing) 
                             

Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People           And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

Celebrant      Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

                        and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

                        hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

                        perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

                        through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise   (standing, sung by all)
“Angels we have heard on high”   Gloria                                                 Hymn 96
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The Collect for the Nativity of Our Lord   (standing)
               

Celebrant     The Lord be with you.

People          And also with you.

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your 

only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our 

Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be 

our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.

The Lesson       Isaiah 9:2-7   (seated)

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has shined. You have 

multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the 

yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots 

of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 

burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given 

to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
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throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Lector    The Word of the Lord.

People   Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn   (standing, sung by all)
“God rest you merry, gentlemen”   God Rest You Merry            Hymn 105, v. 1

The Gospel  Luke 2:1-20   (standing)

Gospeler      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People         Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be reg-

istered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 



the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region 

there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 

earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left 

them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 

made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary trea-

sured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 

it had been told them. 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   (seated)                                                      The Reverend Robin Hinkle

5



The Nicene Creed   (standing) 

 All We believe in one God,

        the Father, the Almighty,

       maker of heaven and earth,

        of all that is, seen and unseen.

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

       the only Son of God,

        eternally begotten of the Father,

        God from God, Light from Light,

        true God from true God,

        begotten, not made,

        of one Being with the Father.

        Through him all things were made.

        For us and for our salvation

               he came down from heaven:

        by the power of the Holy Spirit

               he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

               and was made man.

        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

              he suffered death and was buried.

               On the third day he rose again

                      in accordance with the Scriptures;

              he ascended into heaven

                      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

            and his kingdom will have no end.

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

        With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

        He has spoken through the Prophets.

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

        We look for the resurrection of the dead,

               and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Parish Prayers of the People
as of December 7, 2023

Rami Angir
Kathryn Anschutz 

M‘lou Bancroft
Barbara Hart Bell

Emily Billard
Marla Briggle

Sherrill Brown
Scott Calhoun

Diane Chancelor
Thomas Connolly 

Carlos Cuellar
Richard DeKnock

Elaine Disney
Caleb Dulin

Sande Wilkinson Ford
Dick Frazar

Michael Gratkowski
Jody Guenther

Josh Hight
Jack Levens    

Sandy McDonough
Diego Moreno

Keith Nix
Bob Paddock
Karen Pardoe
Bruce Pingree

Eleanor Preston
Rosemary Richards

Robin Robinson 
Pamela Rundell
Thomas Russell

Brad Smith
Rene Somodevilla

Byrd Teague
Valerie Guenther Unger

Tony Wilks
Catherine Carr Worley
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A Christmas Litany   (standing)

Celebrant     Sisters and brothers, on this holy occasion when we celebrate 

                the Incarnation of our Lord, let us pray for the peace, joy, hope,

                 and strength offered by God’s Word made flesh:

Lector           For the Church, that it may faithfully and boldly proclaim to  

  every human heart the Good News made known this 

      Christmas that salvation has come to God’s holy people.

People    Lord, empower your Church.

Lector      For peace in our troubled world, that every darkness of war, 

           injustice, persecution, and oppression may be cast out by the  

  light shed into the world by the Prince of Peace.

People    Lord, grant peace to all.

Lector     For our families and all those, far and near, to whom we are  

  bound by the love of Christ, that the bonds which unite us may  

  be strengthened. 

People    Lord, build our love.

Lector      For all those in need, those whom we might otherwise forget at 

           this joyous time: the homeless, the unemployed, the hungry,  

  the sick, the grieving, those in prison, those caught by 

  addictions, and all who know any great trial or sadness this  

  Christmas.

People    Lord, comfort them.

Lector      For all who labor during this season on behalf of others: 

           physicians, nurses, medical technicians, police officers, 

  firefighters, the military, and all whose duty prevents them 

  from sharing this holy time with those they love. 

People    Lord, sustain them.

Lector      For all who have known the wonder of God’s presence in their 

           earthly pilgrimages and who now live in larger life, remember-

           ing especially those in whose loving memory the church and  



           chapels are adorned, that following their example we may  

  remain faithful to the end of this earthly life and live forever in  

  the light of Christ’s eternal glory. 

People    Lord, hear our prayers.

Celebrant   Almighty Father, we rejoice in the coming of Christ our Lord.

               We pray that, as he has taken on our humanity, through your  

               grace and goodness we may share in your divinity, and so 

               partake in the radiance of your glory; through him who came 

              down for us and is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

              one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin   (kneeling)

Celebrant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All                 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against  

                      you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 

               by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

               whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

               We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 

               Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

               may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory 

               of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

               through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  

                      and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

               Amen.
              

The Peace   (standing)

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People        And also with you.

Announcements   (please be seated)
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn   (seated, sung by all)

“O little town of Bethlehem”   St. Louis                                                 Hymn 79
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Presentation Hymn   (standing, sung by all)

“Joy to the world! the Lord is come”   Antioch                           Hymn 100, v. 1

10



The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer D   (standing)                                     

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.

People        And also with you.

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.

People        We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People        It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone 

are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and 

for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill 

them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of 

your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; 

and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. 

Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we 

acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

The Sanctus and Benedictus   (standing, sung by all)  
 

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord”   Franz Schubert                                         Hymn S 130

All baptized persons of any age 
regardless of their denomination 

and tradition are welcome to share 
in the banquet of the Lord’s Supper. 

Music continues on the next page.
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Please kneel as you are able

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal 

your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole 

world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might 

rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from 

you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you 

came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and 

again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you 

taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent 

your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he pro-

claimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrow-

ful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from 

the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and 

rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, 

to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctifi-

cation of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly 

Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

At the following words concerning 
the bread, the Celebrant is to hold 
it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any 
other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated.
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Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling 

Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrec-

tion and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and 

offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we 

praise you and we bless you.

All  We praise you, we bless you,

  we give thanks to you,

  and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may de-

scend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to 

be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 

spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed 

by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it 

in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with Michael and all the saints 

who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with 

them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
                                       

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are 

yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever 

and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
                                       

All        Our Father, who art in heaven,    

      hallowed be thy Name,

      thy kingdom come,

      thy will be done,

            on earth as it is in heaven.

          Give us this day our daily bread.
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          And forgive us our trespasses,

      as we forgive those who trespass against us.

          And lead us not into temptation,

      but deliver us from evil.

          For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

      for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant    The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

                remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 

  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn   (sung by all)

“The first Nowell the angels did say”   The First Nowell                    Hymn 109

All are invited to come forward 
to the Communion rail at the 
direction of our ushers. Stand or 
kneel at the rail as you are able, 
and receive the wafer in the palm 
of your outstretched hands. If you 
desire a gluten-free wafer, clasp 
your hands in front of you with 
your palms down. Receive the 
wine by drinking from the chalice 
as it is offered to you, or by retain-
ing the wafer, to dip lightly into 
the chalice for yourself. If you are 
not receiving, you may cross your 
arms over your chest and receive 
a blessing. If you are unable to 
physically come to the rail, please 
indicate to an usher that you 
would like to receive Communion 
at your seat.

Hymn continues on the next page.
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Communion Hymn   (sung by all)

“What child is this”   Greensleeves                                                          Hymn 115
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Post-Communion Hymn   (kneeling as you are able, sung by all)

“Silent night, holy night”   Stille Nacht                                                 Hymn 111

At the 5 PM service acolytes will 
light congregational candles for 

the singing of this hymn.
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The Post-Communion Prayer   (kneeling, spoken by all)

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing   (kneeling)

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless 

you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart 

with the light of his holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 

birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to 

heaven, give you his peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spir-

it, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

The Dismissal   (standing)

Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People     Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn permission used by Rite Song, a one-time use 
reprint license for congregational use.

The foregoing text of the worship service 
contained in this order of worship is taken from 

the Book of Common Prayer 1979.
The Book of Common Prayer alone is of

 authority in the worship of the  
Episcopal Church. This program is provided 

for convenience of use on this occasion.
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Departing Procession   (standing, sung by all)      

“Hark! the herald angels sing”   Mendelssohn                                  Hymn 87

Organ Postlude





     

BUILDING

OUR FUTURE

  BUILDING our FUTURE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

ONLINE MAIL
IRA 

DISTRIBUTION
TRANSFER OF 

ASSETS

WAYS TO GIVE

For further information, contact Caroline 
Moore at cmoore@saintmichael.org or 
visit SaintMichael.org/Give. 

Caroline Moore 
Director of Advancement 

saintmichael.org/buildingourfuture

�is is a unique time in Saint Michael’s history — 
a time that urges us to think boldly! We have 
launched an unprecedented capital campaign to 
support the decades-long, overdue revitalization 
and expansion of our church facilities. It is a brave 
step to reinvigorate our campus, unite our 
community, and invest in education.

Together, we continue the journey of Building 
our Future, each of us serving as a valuable 
member of the body of  Christ. We seek to 
stretch beyond our launch goal and raise

to address increased construction costs. Join us as 
we build upon the vibrant history entrusted to us. 



     

Giving to our annual stewardship campaign, Building the 
Kingdom, is an essential practice that supports Saint Michael’s 
shared mission and ministry, including our growing staff, 
campus, and programs. While essential to our operations, 
giving annually is an incredibly important spiritual discipline. 
An annual gift represents our stewardship of the time, talents, 
and treasures that God gives freely to each one of us. Giving 
back to God’s work through Saint Michael is a sign of grati-

tude and a key part of deepening our discipleship identity. 

It’s our turn to invest in our future. 
As you evaluate your annual stew-
ardship gift, we also ask you to 
please join us in Building our Future.

For further information, contact Martha Hellman Bogdon
or visit SaintMichael.org/Give. 

Martha Hellman Bogdon, Director of Stewardship
mbogdon@saintmichael.org   |   214.692.3015JOIN

 US!

Annual Giving Campaign



SAINT MICHAEL 101
Sunday, January 21  |  12:15–1:30 PM   |   Parlor

Led by the Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata 
and the Rev. Mary Lessmann

Scan the code for more info 
or contact Rob Springer-Kyle,
rspringer-kyle@saintmichael.org
with questions and/or RSVP.

If you are new to Saint Michael or just visiting 
and want to learn more about membership then 
SM101 is for you! Meet members of our clergy 
and vestry, and hear about many ministries 

and opportunities to connect and engage with 
others inside and outside our parish. Also, 

learn more about the exciting future of Saint 
Michael! Register, today, we look forward 

to meeting you! Lunch will be served, 
and childcare will be available with 

advance registration.

Sunday, January 21   |   4 p.m. in the Church

A special evening of music and 
lesson readings: the Contem-
porary and Traditional music 
departments will perform 
selections of Epiphany hymns 
and original arrangements to 

observe the Light of the World given to all.

SAINTMICHAEL.ORG/EPIPHANYLC

saintmichael.org/parishparty

ASH
WEDNESDAY

7 AM  |  Saint Michael Chapel
Ash Wednesday Liturgy

12 PM  |  Church
Ash Wednesday with Holy Communion

12:30 PM  |  Preston Center
Ashes To-Go

5 PM  |  Saint Michael Chapel
Joy Ash Wednesday Family Service

7 PM  |  Church
Ash Wednesday with Holy Communion

February 14

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES ARE LIVE ONLINE! saintmichael.org/construction-impact





@smaadallas


