STEWARDSHIP 2020

“For it is by grace
you have been saved,
through faith–and
this is not from
yourselves, it is the
gift of God.”
– Ephesians 2:8

From the Rector
Years ago, after checking out at a local
grocery store, I was walking to my car when
a young man came up and asked me if I had
any money I could give him. I don’t prefer to give
cash, but whenever someone asks for money, I always
offer to buy what they need. I made that offer to the young
man who quickly accepted, saying that he needed diapers for his baby. While we walked
into the store together, he explained that he was out of work and he and his wife didn’t
have enough money for diapers and formula, so I offered not only to buy diapers, but a
few cans of formula, too. With tears in his eyes, he thanked me profusely for the help and
hurried out of the store.
As I left the store, walking to my car for the second time, I heard a man yelling a few
spaces away. He was berating a woman for accidentally allowing her shopping cart to
bump against his shiny, new luxury car. The poor woman was trying her best to apologize,
but the man simply cursed at her and angrily sped away, leaving the woman in tears.
I stood for a moment in that parking lot, stunned at the whiplash I had just experienced.
To go from a feel-good moment, when a poor kid was gushing over the gift of some
diapers, to the anger of a man over a simple accident. I realized that what I had witnessed
was something so simple, something so human: When you don’t have much, you don’t
expect much, but when you have a lot, you expect even more.
There’s a danger in expecting or needing a lot. When we become too comfortable and
when we expect too much, we can be easily disappointed. How many of us get upset over
little inconveniences or little accidents? How many of us expect that we should have the
nicest clothes or the fastest cars? How many of us think we need more and more, and
nothing seems to satisfy our hunger?
A few weeks ago, we heard Jesus instruct his followers to generously invest what they
have in one another, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Lk 12:34).”
Jesus takes many opportunities, in fact hundreds, to speak about money, but the
message is almost always the same: be careful, because money is a blessing that can
become a curse.

Perhaps it’s strange to consider money a curse. Most of the people I know work very
hard to get as much as they can. But when taken with the last part of the passage above,
I believe Jesus is pointing towards the curse that money can
make us value what is not of greatest value. If we aren’t careful,
“If we aren’t careful,
money can pervert our minds to thinking that stuff is what is
most important. Once that happens, we might find ourselves
money can pervert our
valuing a nice car over another child of God.

minds to thinking that
stuff is what is most
important. Once that
happens, we might
find ourselves valuing
a nice car over another
child of God. ”

In chapter 20 of the Acts of the Apostles, St. Paul quotes a
saying of Jesus: “It is better to give than to receive.” This
simple idea points us to the hope that Jesus puts in material
wealth. Wealth is not the problem in and of itself. In fact, Jesus
never condemns anyone for having wealth. Instead, allowing
wealth itself to become more important than the good work
wealth can do is when we get turned around.

Jesus knows us and knows how important money can be, so
Jesus teaches us very clearly that money is a blessed tool for
us to use to do good. Our wealth is a gift that we are called to
use to bless others. That sacred call is put to us by Jesus in the scriptures, and that sacred
call is now one I put to you today. We are blessed more than we can imagine. I hope you
will choose to be a blessing to others. The shift begins with a tithe to your church and
continues with even more giving beyond.
This year, you come to a decision point once again. God has blessed you in countless
ways. God hopes that you will choose to give back a portion of that blessing out of
gratitude, and in doing so, begin to change the world by changing your heart first.

The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata
Rector

“I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, LORD, for
it is good.” – Psalm 54:6

“This year was stellar for VBS.
The learning was great and
friendmaking even better!”
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%

increase in Vacation Bible School enrollment

From The Spirit
Perhaps, like us, you have historically
viewed pledging as an obligation - a part of
“doing the right thing.” More recently, we have
grown to believe that the gift of giving is in fact a
spiritual discipline. We have learned that our giving glorifies
God through the community of Saint Michael and All Angels and all of the outreach programs it
supports. Our giving is a response to His generosity in our lives. When we look around, we see grace
abounding and our hearts are changed.
At Saint Michael, we are blessed and fed through excellent preaching and teaching, beautiful and
inspirational music, loving and Christ-like pastoral care, and covenant-based outreach. While good,
Saint Michael has not reached its fullest potential in the Kingdom of God. With your help, we can
do so much more!
We invite you to journey with us during this stewardship season. Walk with us as we take time to
recognize His grace, individually and collectively. Pray with us as we allow our hearts to swell in
gratitude.
Invite the Holy Spirit to lead you in our journey together. Let’s do this as a community! Remember
that old African proverb: “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.”
The momentum at Saint Michael is palatable and exciting! The sky, or should we say the heavens, is
the limit. Join us this year as we increase our financial commitment and watch what the Lord will do!
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future” - Jeremiah 29:11

Maria & Richard D’Antoni
Stewardship 2020 Chairs

Warren Houser
2019 Vestry Senior Warden
“Christ said we should love God and one another, and when we
reflect on the thousands of lives who have received God’s grace
and love by the hearts and hands of our Saint Michael family over
the years it is awe inspiring. Saint Michael continues to make such
a meaningful impact on our family, our community and the world,
and we gratefully give so that others may receive.”

“The time that we spend together
in community is nourishing and
uplifting. A true gift from God.”

3734

ministry gatherings since January

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” – 1 Peter 4:10

Formation’s Future
One of the great joys in working with
our Formation staff these past few years
is to see how much growth has happened.
I mean growth in number of children, youth,
and adult participation, growth in spiritual depth,
and growth within our staff department. Welcoming new
staff, in large part due to the generosity of Saint Michael parishioners, is one of my favorite roles as
Associate for Formation. The on-boarding process; trying to explain how Saint Michael is like, and not
like other churches, learning a new staff member’s gifts and skills, and reworking and developing
our team dynamic each bring me great joy. In 2019 we have added two new full time staff members
to the Formation team, and in 2020 we hope to continue that trend. Our programs continue to grow
and need additional support in personnel, volunteers, and in programmatic resources.
In 2020, we especially need to add more Atriums. At the start of our 2019-2020 program year, our
two level 1 Catechesis rooms were both over-subscribed at twenty children each! We currently have
four Atrium rooms and could already use seven. Each additional Atrium will cost approximately
$20,000 to build, stock and supply with the needed programatic materials, and we will need
additional volunteers and training to continue to grow.
As we look forward to our new format for 8th grade Confirmation, and restructure our Sunday
morning and afternoon Youth programs we are in need of additional Youth staff and volunteers to
help coordinate our growing offerings and to more precisely focus on different student populations.
In our Adult Formation ministry we are actively looking for a staff Coordinator to help plan and
facilitate our current offerings, as well as to help us prepare for more robust small group offerings.
Thank you for your generosity of time, talent and treasure.
God’s Peace,

The Rev. Dr. Eric J. Liles
Associate for Formation

97

Parents attended Class For Parents, our new
formation class, in its first four weeks

Patterns of Giving
When I was a young child, my family
attended a small non-denominational Bible
church about a mile from our home. My Dad
and I would walk to church every Sunday, while my
brothers and Mom would come later in the car. Dad and I
enjoyed walking together, talking about school, family, or life in general.
I loved my church and knew I belonged. I loved standing in the tiny vestibule and ringing the bell;
I loved greeting the people in the pew ahead of us (and yes, we all sat in the same spots every
Sunday); I loved singing the hymns and finding the harmonies with my older brother, Ron; and I
loved chasing my friends after church.
One clear memory I have of the worship service was the offertory. As the ushers came down the
aisle, my father would slip me a folded-up dollar bill and I would put it into the offering plate.
Meanwhile, he would contribute his own larger amount. This pattern
of faithfulness, week after week, made a profound impact on me. I
“But even proportional
came to understand that being part of a church community means
giving a portion of my resources back to God.
giving from all our

members would reshape
the annual giving
campaign and greatly
increase our church’s
impact in the world.”

As I got older, I moved from a folded-up dollar bill to proportional
giving – pledging a percentage of my annual income to the church.
While the biblical benchmark is the tithe – ten percent – I have not
yet reached that goal. But even proportional giving from all our
members would reshape the annual giving campaign and greatly
increase our church’s impact in the world.

It starts with small steps. Steps like bringing our children to church
and letting them develop life-giving relationships with people of
all ages. Steps like putting money in the offering plate and showing our children what matters
most to us. Steps like moving from giving pocket change to giving of our substance. We have to
start somewhere.

When Jesus wanted to teach his disciples something, he showed them. He touched the
sick and the lame, he placed a small child on his lap, he surrendered to the agony of the
cross. What will you teach your friends and family about the love of God? What actions
will you take to make a difference in your community? What patterns of giving will you
establish that will stand the test of time? The next generation is watching and, with God’s
help, will continue the legacy you have begun.

The Rev. Kenneth H. Brannon
Vice Rector
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“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops”
– Proverbs 3:9

FAQs
What does a pledge to Saint Michael and What happens if the state of my finances
All Angels (SMAA) mean?
changes during the year and I am unable
A pledge to SMAA means that you have stated your to fulfill my pledge?
intention to fulfill a defined, annual monetary gift that
supports the operational budget of the Church.

What does the operational budget of the
church support?
The operational budget supports all ministry needs
of the Church, including Pastoral Care, Worship
& Liturgy, Formation, Mission & Outreach, and
Administration. The Saint Michael Episcopal School
has been previously supported by the Operational
budget, yet while still receiving a small amount
of support from the Church, they are becoming
financially independent.

What percent of the Church’s annual
budget is supported by pledges?
Eighty-eight (88%) of the Church’s annual budget is
supported by pledges.

If the state of your finances changes during the year
and you are unable to fulfill your pledge, know that
we are grateful for your intentions of supporting
our ministries. Life happens when we least expect it
and as your church we are here for you. Please let us
know what you are able to fulfill by calling Caroline
Marak or Cheryl Kaschak so we can adjust our budget
accordingly. All conversations are confidential and
pastoral support is available if you need it.

What if I put money in the offering plate
– doesn’t that take the place of a pledge?
Putting money in the offering plate is a wonderful
spiritual discipline that does not take the place of a
pledge. Plate offerings are contributions that we can’t
financially plan for in support of our budget. During
special Sundays throughout the year, plate offerings
support outside Mission & Outreach ministry efforts.

How can I make a pledge?
To make a pledge, you can fill out a pledge card
while at church, go online to saintmichael.org/give,
or email Caroline Marak, Stewardship Manager, at
cmarak@saintmichael.org.

How do I pay my pledge?
A pledge can be fulfilled at a frequency of your
choosing (weekly, monthly, or annually) by check,
credit card, cash in requested pledge envelopes,
appreciated stock or tax free IRA distribution if 70.5 or
older. If you have any payment questions, call Caroline
Marak, Stewardship Manager, at 214.692.3015 or
Cheryl Kaschak, Accountant, at 214.365.3558.

Thank you for your consideration of

a pledge to Saint Michael and All Angels
for the 2020 year. Your support empowers
the ministry we are able to provide and
will enrich the faith lives of many that you
may never know. If you have any questions
about your pledge, contact Caroline Marak,
Stewardship Manager, at 214.692.3015 or
cmarak@saintmichael.org.

2019 Budget
The 2019 Budget for Saint Michael and All Angels is based on annual contributions
by members like you.
Please see the footnotes below:
Worship2
$1,684,341
Episcopal Church,
Diocese, & Seminaries
$686,092

Other Ministries
$180,331

Communications
& Stewardship
$698,413

Administration
& Lay Staff
$998,314

Operations
$585,672

Pastoral Care
$243,148
Missions & Outreach Grants,
and Special Plate Offerings
$226,286

Saint Michael
Episcopal School
$286,350
Formation1
$838,459

Formation encompasses the family ministries from birth to seniors.

1

Worship includes all liturgical, ministry and music areas.

2

2019 Stewardship Committee Members
Back Row Left-Right: Blair Oden, Jerry Poglitsch, Keith Quarterman, Jay Lipscomb | Middle Row Left-Right: Ralph Cousins, Kyle Moore, Peggy
Carr, Heather Lorch, Margaret Spellings, Louise Griffeth, Barbara Hollis, Ross Taylor | Front Row Left-Right: Kimberly Colonnetta, Caroline Marak,
Maria D’Antoni, Richard D’Antoni | Not Pictured: Squeaky Connolly, Joe Colonnetta, Warren Houser, Kathy Kelley

Jerry Poglitsch
Gigi and I have been blessed to be a part of the community of
worship that makes Saint Michael truly special. By continuing to
share our time, talents and treasure, we offer our gratitude for all
the blessings bestowed upon us. We know that our contributions
and those of our fellow parishioners will assure a strong future
for our Church.

Louise Griffeth
We are all called into a relationship with the Living God. He asks
us to join Him where His work is alive and that is certainly at Saint
Michael and All Angels. Through our worship services, Sunday
school, Bible classes, choral activities, pastoral ministries, outreach
efforts, mission trips, and community partnerships we are called
to join our Lord Jesus Christ in service to each other. Calling matters
because the Caller matters! Let us use our spiritual gift of giving
to give generously of our time and treasure to God’s living work
at Saint Michael and All Angels.

Blair Oden
I feel closer to God and develop a much stronger sense of ownership
in our church and community when I give. The more I give in our
stewardship campaign, the deeper I get involved in our activities.

Heather Lorch
I am grateful for the privilege to serve on Saint Michael Stewardship
Committee as it affords me the opportunity to give back to a parish
that has shared its many blessings with me. In addition to a strong
sense of community in faith, Saint Michael has been extremely
supportive of me during my brother’s illness, and I am anxious to
contribute to offering that same sense of welcome that I experienced
to those who are also seeking a spiritual home and family.

Ross Taylor
I give to Saint Michael because I believe that we are called to be
stewards of our resources. Giving is an act of obedience as well as
a spiritual exercise that helps me cling more loosely to money and
what I can be lulled into thinking money can do for me and my
family. I see giving to Saint Michael as an eternal investment that
will bear returns for the kingdom. Seeing the way Saint Michael uses
the money I give makes me excited about the continued spread of
the gospel and gives me confidence that more people will hear about
the God of love that I worship and adore.

Kyle Moore
When we look back five or ten years from now, Nancy and I are highly
unlikely to regret our time at Saint Michael spent in service with the
gifts of our talents and financial offerings that felt like a stretch. On
the other hand, we might regret not doing the simple favor, paying
the timely visit, or giving just a little more. We give through Saint
Michael as a thanks for our blessings, and we won’t regret it.

Jay Lipscomb
Simply put, my life has been blessed beyond measure because of
Saint Michael and All Angels. Saint Michael has been a consistent
source of joy for me and my family throughout our lives. We
continue to be blessed and our giving to the church is an integral
part of that blessing. By giving, it is also our hope that in a small way
the multitude of blessings Saint Michael has given us can also be
received by others for generations to come.

Margaret Spellings
The financial support that Jaime and I show Saint Michael is an
extension of our faith life. We have seen how our giving has given
us so much more in return. As we have increased our annual pledge,
we feel more connected to Saint Michael and have prioritized God’s
work through our church first, not just one of many organizations
we support.

Peggy Carr
Give gratefully.
Give graciously.
Give generously.
Return to God what he has given you.

Kimberly Colonnetta
Our giving begins with a recognition that all we have comes from
our gracious and generous God, and we give from our gratitude
for His gifts to us. We are pleased to partner with him to invest our
resources in building His Kingdom.

Saint Michael and All Angels Stewardship Prayer for Generosity 2020
Dear Gracious and Generous God who lovingly gives us all that we have; send the
Holy Spirit to open the hearts and minds of our parishioners to give back to you
a portion or tithe supporting the mission and ministries of Saint Michael and
All Angels for the year 2020. Bless those clergy, staff and parishioners who will
faithfully use these resources to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ in our
community and beyond. Bond our committee and fill us with energy and wisdom
as we accept your call to be your hands and feet in growing generous hearts. We
ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. – AMEN

Planned Giving
The mission and ministries of Saint Michael and All Angels have been built on the foresight and
generosity of those who have gone before us. Making a planned gift to the SMAA Foundation
will continue their witness, their dream, and their love for our church, while extending your
own legacy. By including Saint Michael in your estate planning, you insure that your values,
embodied in the faith and ministry of the church, will live on for future generations.
For information about Planned Giving, contact Caroline Marak, Stewardship Manager,
at cmarak@saintmichael.org

Our Pledge
We the Clergy, Staff, Vestry, Finance Committee, and Stewardship
Committee commit ourselves to the 2020 Stewardship Campaign in
the following ways:
• Praying daily for the success of our 2020 Stewardship Campaign
through which God will guide and bless our parish with the
resources to inspire the spreading of His kingdom at Saint Michael
and All Angels and beyond.
• Working daily in support of the transformative work of Christ to
effect His mission and ministry in the world.
• Striving for wisdom in the formation of our 2020 ministry budget.
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