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This powerful local ministry works to integrate and empower refugees 
to become productive members of society by mobilizing the Church 
and building Christ-centered relationships.

Christmas Plate Offerings 
MISSION & OUTREACH

GATEWAY OF GRACE

RIO GRANDE BORDERLAND MINISTRIES

EPISCOPAL MIGRATION MINISTRIES

This important ministry focuses on helping to ensure 
that our southern border migrant neighbors are 

embraced in the service of justice, the interest of dignity, and the spirit of love by feeding, 
sheltering, and caring for our neighbors on both sides of the border.

This ministry of the Episcopal Church worldwide, welcomes refugees, 
educates communities and mobilizes congregations. With 82.4 million 
displaced people, 26.4 million are refugees and 4.1 million are asylum 
seekers, making this ministry more important than ever.

Each year at Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church, we not only celebrate Christmas, 
we also celebrate Mission and Outreach by giving 100% of our undesignated offerings on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to outreach projects supported by our parish. This year, our 
Christmas plate offering will aid Refugee Migration Assistance. As the star of Bethlehem lead 
the Magi to the stable to offer gifts to the Christ child, your Christmas offering will be a star 
offering refugees assistance through three ministries.

SAINTMICHAEL.ORG/CHRISTMASGIVING

https://www.saintmichael.org/christmasgiving


Welcome to Christmas at Saint Michael and All Angels!

Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus—the gift of hope to us all. As we hear the 
Good News of God in the beauty of our Christmas worship, I encourage you to allow 

the gift of Christ to wash over you and to get into your soul. Together, we are called 
to become the good news of Jesus, to become the hands and feet of God’s love in the world.
 
With God’s help, we can make the great promise of living a life of hope and love a reality. When 
we commit to one another in this church, the work we do at Saint Michael is more than good. 
The work we do at Saint Michael, the relationships we build, and the vision we carry brings us 
all closer to God’s kingdom on earth, now. God’s promise is for you: God came to be with us, 
God walks with us each day, and God promises to save us from death itself.
 
As we celebrate the beauty of Christmas and prepare to move into a new year, I pray renewed 
strength and energy upon each one of us, that our passion will spread, and that together, we 
will inspire our world. 

With great hope,

The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata
Rector

Welcome to
SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

We extend our gratitude to the hundreds of people who have given generously of themselves to make this 

Advent/Christmas season of Saint Michael and All Angels such a joy. We are grateful for those who have made 

special contributions for the adornment of church and chapels, in memory and/or in thanksgiving of their beloved.

“The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid;  for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all people!’”

Luke 2:10
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Holy Eucharist Rite II

The Word of God
                            

Opening Song

Joy to the World

Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love
CCLI Song # 24016 George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts © Words: Public Domain  Music: Public Domain For use solely with 
the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1718120

The Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity                                          

Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People           And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

Celebrant      Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
                        and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
                        hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
                        perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
                        through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Song of Praise

Angels We Have Heard On High

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

Glo - ria
In excelsis Deo
Glo - ria
In excelsis Deo

Shepherds why this jubilee
Why your joyous strains prolong
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song/ Chorus

See Him in a manger laid
Whom the choirs of angels praise
Mary Joseph lend your aid
While our hearts in love we raise/Chorus

CCLI Song # 27721 Edward Shippen Barnes | James Chadwick © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely 
with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 1718120

The Collect For the Nativity of Our Lord     

Celebrant     The Lord be with you.
People          And also with you.

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth 

of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully 

receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence 

behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.

The First Lesson       Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the 
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yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots 
of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Lector     The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

What Child Is This?

What Child is this who laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping
This, this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste, haste to bring Him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary

So bring Him incense gold and myrrh
Come peasant king to own Him
The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone Him
Raise, raise the song on high
The Virgin sings her lullaby
Joy, joy for Christ is born
The Babe the Son of Mary

This this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste, haste to bring Him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary

CCLI Song # 30983 Unknown | William Chatterton Dix © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain  For use solely with 
the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1718120
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The Gospel  John 1:1-14

Gospeler      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People         Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not over-
come it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or 
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                                                                          The Reverend Bob Johnston

The Nicene Creed                                                                                       

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.



    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A Christmas Litany

Celebrant    Sisters and brothers, on this holy occasion when we celebrate 
                the Incarnation of our Lord, let us pray for the peace, joy, 
  hope, and strength offered by God’s Word made flesh:

Lector           For the Church, that it may faithfully and boldly proclaim to  
  every human heart the Good News made known this 
      Christmas that salvation has come to God’s holy people.
People    Lord, empower your Church.

Lector      For peace in our troubled world, that every darkness of war, 

           injustice, persecution, and oppression may be cast out by the  

  light shed into the world by the Prince of Peace.

People    Lord, grant peace to all.
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Lector      For our families and all those, far and near, to whom we are  
  bound by the love of Christ, that the bonds which unite us may  
  be strengthened. 
People    Lord, build our love.

Lector      For all those in need, those whom we might otherwise forget at 
           this joyous time: the homeless, the unemployed, the hungry,  
  the sick, the grieving, those in prison, those caught by 
  addictions, and  all who know any great trial or sadness this  
  Christmas.
People    Lord, comfort them.

Lector      For all who labor during this season on behalf of others: 
           physicians, nurses, medical technicians, police officers, 
  firefighters, the military, and all whose duty prevents them 
  from sharing this holy time with those they love. 
People    Lord, sustain them.

Lector      For all who have known the wonder of God’s presence in their 
           earthly pilgrimages and who now live in larger life, remember-
           ing especially those in whose loving memory the church and  
           chapels are adorned, that following their example we may  
  remain faithful to the end of this earthly life and live forever in  
  the light of Christ’s eternal glory. 
People    Lord, hear our prayers.

Celebrant   Almighty Father, we rejoice in the coming of Christ our Lord.
               We pray that, as he has taken on our humanity, through your  
               grace and goodness we may share in your divinity, and so 
               partake in the radiance of your glory; through him who came 
              down for us and is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
              one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

Priest           Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All                 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against  
                      you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
               by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
               whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

Kneeling
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Standing

Please be seated for the 
Announcements

Standing

All baptized persons of any age 
regardless of their denomination 

and tradition are welcome to share 
in the banquet of the Lord’s Supper. 
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               We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
               Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
               may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory 
               of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

               through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  

                      and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  eternal life. 

               Amen. 
              

The Peace

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People         And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem

Jazz Instrumental Selection

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B     

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.
People        And also with you.
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.
People        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People        It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 
Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage 
of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteous-

ness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

Sung by All

Kneeling, or standing

At the following words concerning 
the bread, the Celebrant is to hold 
it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold 
orplace a hand upon the cup and 
any other vessel containing wine 
to be consecrated.

Celebrant and People

Celebrant continues
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with Saint Michael all your saints, we may enter the ever-
lasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
                             

Sung by All
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The Lord’s Prayer

Arranged by Justin Brooks
(c) 2018 Elgie Street Music

Our Fa ther who art in hea ven. Hall o wed be thy name.- - - -
8

Thy king dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in-
15

hea ven. Give us this day, our dai ly bread. for give us- - -
23

our tre s pa sses. As we for gi ve tho se who tres pass a- - - - - - -
31

gai nst us. Lead us not in to temp ta tion.- - - -
39

But de li ver us from e vil. For thine is the king- - - -
46

dom, the pow er and glo ry for e ver. A men.- - - - - - -



Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant    The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in 
                remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your  
  hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymns

O Little Town Of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight

For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep
The angels keep their watch of wondering love
O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King
And peace to men on earth

O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born in us today
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell
O come to us abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel

CCLI Song # 27879 Lewis Henry Redner | Phillips Brooks © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain  For use solely with 
the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1718120

Please join in the singing of the 
Communion Hymns

Receive the wafer in the palm of 
your outstretched hands. Gluten free 
wafers are available upon request. 
Moving to the furthest available 
chalice bearer to your left or right, 
receive the wine by drinking from 
the chalice as it is offered to you, 
or by retaining the wafer, to dip 
lightly into the chalice for yourself. 
If you are not receiving, you may 
cross your arms over your chest and 
receive a blessing. If you are unable 
to physically come forward for 
communion, please indicate to an 
usher that you would like to receive 
communion at your seat.
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O Come All Ye Faithful

O come all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of angels

O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord
Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation
O sing all ye bright
Hosts of heav’n above
Glory to God all
Glory in the highest/ Chorus

Yea Lord we greet Thee
Born this happy morning
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv’n
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing/ Chorus

CCLI Song # 31054 C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade © Words: Public Domain  Music: Public Domain  For use solely 
with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1718120

Silent Night (Stille Nacht)

Silent night holy night
All is calm all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child
Holy Infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night holy night
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia
Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born

Hymn continues on the next page
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Silent night holy night
Son of God love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus Lord at Thy birth
Jesus Lord at Thy birth

Silent night holy night
Wondrous star lend thy light
With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King
Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born

CCLI Song # 27862 Franz Xaver Gruber | John Freeman Young | Joseph Mohr © Words: Public Domain  Music: Public Domain  
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1718120

The Post-Communion Prayer                                                                            

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing     

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless 
you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart 
with the light of his holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 
birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to 
heaven, give you his peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
                                                                                                     

Kneeling, or standing

Standing
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Concluding Hymn   

Hark The Herald Angels Sing    

Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With th’angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Christ by highest heav’n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail th’incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with men to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of Righteousness
Light and life to all He brings
Ris’n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Come Desire of nations come
Fix in us Thy humble home
Rise the woman’s conqu’ring seed
Bruise in us the serpent’s head
Adam’s likeness now efface
Stamp Thine image in its place
Second Adam from aboveHymn continues on the next page

13



Reinstate us in Thy love
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

CCLI Song # 27738 Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain  For use 
solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  www.ccli.comCCLI License # 1718120

The Dismissal

Minister   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People     Thanks be to God. 

Thank you to the jazz musicians 
for today’ s service.

Justin Brooks 
vocals/SMAA Director 
Contemporary Music

Tiffany Brooks
vocals

Shelley Carrol 
saxophone

Mike Finkel 
piano

Andrew Griffith
drums

Bach Norwood 
bandleader/upright bass/vocals

The foregoing text of the worship service 
contained in this order of worship is taken from 
the Book of Common Prayer 1979.
The Book of Common Prayer alone is of
 authority in the worship of the  
Episcopal Church. This program is provided 
for convenience of use on this occasion.
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SAINT MICHAEL 101
Sunday, January 23

12:15 - 1:30 PM  |  Coke Room

If you are new to Saint Michael or just visiting, and 
want to learn more about membership, then this 

is for you! Come meet members of our clergy & 
vestry, and hear about our many ministries, 

opportunities for involvement, and the 
exciting future of our parish.

saintmichael.org/101

Join the Rev. Dr. Christopher D. 
Girata and the Rev. Mary Lessmann
at Saint Michael 101

epiphany
SM101
Michael! The Musical
Alpha

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5
5:30 PM 
Worship in the Church

6:30 PM 
Burning of the Greens in the 
Garden Cloister

Join us for a Feast of Lights 
and Epiphany reception 
featuring 75th Anniversary 
guest the Rev. Dr. Bill Murray.

SAINTMICHAEL.ORG/EPIPHANY

Dinner is provided with registration, although 
we suggest a $10 donation to help cover costs. 
Childcare is available with advance registration. 

We ask that attendees make a commitment 
to attend most classes — attending the whole 

course offers the richest experience.   

SaintMichael.org/Alpha

Did you grow up in the Christian faith but still 
search for the right words to articulate it? Are 
you exploring the Christian faith? This course 
will explore the basic tenets of the Christian 
faith and provide the opportunity for asking 

the tough questions.

Alpha Course

Tuesdays, January 18 – March 8 

SAVE THE DATE!
April 22, 2022
To celebrate our 75th 
anniversary, the four 
angels that reside in 
the Carrera marble 
of the reredos will 
join us in person and, 

along with over 45 singers and dancers from 
our Parish, will tell the story of Saint Michael 
and All Angels Church.

The performance of MICHAEL, A MUSICAL is 
free and will be held in McFarlin Auditorium 
at SMU. Immediately following, there will be 
a reception to congratulate and celebrate the 
cast and show at The Mack Ballroom.

Want to be a part of the musical? See website for details.

SaintMichael.org/Michael
Sponsored by the Women of Saint Michael



Cover Art, Nativity, By Artist He Qi

Chinese artist Dr. He Qi has rendered custom versions of sought after giclée original 
liturgical art for use in celebrating a series of major feast days observed in the life of Saint 
Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church. Author and international speaker Dr. Richard 
Melheim describes the artistic style as, “...Chagall meets Matisse meets Picasso meets the 

East. Vibrant. Energetic. Breathtaking. Biblical. Humorous. Whole-world art.”

For full artist information visit saintmichael.org/artist

He Qi © 2014 All Rights Reserved
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