
STEWARDSHIP 2021



“He sat down opposite the treasury, and 
watched the crowd putting money into the 

treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A 
poor widow came and put in two small copper 
coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called 
his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
this poor widow has put in more than all those 
who are contributing to the treasury. For all of 
them have contributed out of their abundance; 

but she out of her poverty has put in everything 
she had, all she had to live on.’”

– Mark 12:41-44



One of my favorite scripture passages 
comes from Philippians: I can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens me (4:13). This 
verse seems particularly relevant for all of us as we 

look toward the end of 2020 and ahead to the work we 
can do together in the future.

I’m sure it comes as no surprise that many people are ready to say goodbye to 2020. In so 
many ways, this year has created a global shift in lifestyle, habits, and awareness. We had 
to change fundamental patterns of living and had the opportunity to see one another 
more honestly. In every way, we were challenged to remain faithful to our commitments 
to worship, to forgive and seek forgiveness, to proclaim the gospel, to seek and serve 
Christ in our neighbors, and to respect the dignity of every person.

If I were to ask you if you’d like to relive 2020, my guess is that you would politely (or 
perhaps not politely) decline. This has been a hard year, one that we might wish had 
never happened, but I see some very real hope in the future. I see 2020 as a year when 
we, as a human family, were put to the test. Our carefully constructed walls have been 
cracked and our truer selves have been revealed. Let’s not see this as a bad thing, but 
rather, an opportunity to become stronger and more vibrant, and together, build God’s 
kingdom in ways we may never have imagined.

Many of you know that I think the Church is in need of renewal. The ways we have 
functioned in the past will simply not serve the Gospel of Christ in the future. As I look 
ahead to 2021, now is the time to make a true commitment to building God’s kingdom in 
new ways. Together, we can give in ways that will continue to transform our community. 
If 2020 taught us anything, we have learned that the past is in the past, that there is no 
returning to whatever normal we thought we liked. Instead, we are shifting into a new 
reality, one that will have new rules and new challenges, but a reality in which we can 
thrive if we work together.

Relying on how things have always been done will not work, and as your rector, I want 
you to know that I think this is wonderful news. God is good all the time, and as we 
step into a new year, we can show our faithfulness to God, just as He has shown his 

From the Rector



faithfulness to us. The story of Christ is the most compelling story in human history, and 
by investing in our church, we will continue to spread that Good News in our world.

Hope is the greatest message of our Gospel. We see, time and 
time again, that hope, grounded in God’s pure love, triumphs 
over despair. At the very end of his life, Jesus struggled with 
the difficult path that lay ahead of him. Through tears of pain 
and desperation, Jesus prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want 
(Mt 26:39).” Jesus knew that a painful road lay ahead, but he 
had faith that in all things, God works for the good.

We each face our own pain and our own fears, but together, 
and with God’s help, we trust that God is working all things 
for the good. Saint Michael is ready for a renewal, ready to 
become more and more the church God has called us to be, 
but we need you. We are like the proverbial chain, and we 
need each link in our chain to be committed to our future.

As you read through this brochure, consider your personal 
commitment. This Christian journey, the Way of Love, is free, but it’s not cheap. You have 
been loved, and God’s grace has been poured out upon you. How will you show your 
gratitude? How will you, having received this amazing gift of life, use your life to make a 
significant impact on the world in the ways God hopes for you?

This year, listen to God’s voice, repeating over and over again, “Do not be afraid.” 
Instead, let faithfulness and hope be your guide. When we commit to God and one 
another with courage and conviction, we will be transformed by the peace that passes 
all understanding. This is the peace that we need, that our world needs, and this is the 
witness we share together at Saint Michael.

The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata
Rector

“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share,  
thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, 
so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.” – 1 Timothy 6:18-19

“Saint Michael is ready 
for a renewal, ready to 
become more and more 
the church God has 
called us to be, but we 
need you. We are like 
 the proverbial chain,  
and we need each 
link in our chain to be 
committed to our future.”



1805
average number of devices tuning into  

online worship services each Sunday

“We have truly valued our 
Sunday virtual worship 
experiences!  This time is 
also made special as my 
non-tech savvy 83-year old 
father in Houston is able to 
join us by phone to listen. 
It is a three-generation 
moment of virtual 
togetherness that we 
would not have otherwise.” 
– Elizabeth Selzer



One of the good things that has come out 
of 2020 is an opportunity to re-evaluate what 
is important in life, how we spend our time and 
money, and what really matters. Perhaps you, like 
us, have been more focused on the eternal rather than the 
temporal. “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God” is not just a Scripture verse, but has become a way 
of thinking for us. We find ourselves evaluating how we spend our time and money against the 
question of “Does this build God’s Kingdom?” We believe that the best way to build the Kingdom is 
investing in getting people there, by giving to Saint Michael where we grow Christian disciples and 
serve our larger community.

Saint Michael has been an anchor for us in these tumultuous times. Over the last several months, 
we have been more engaged in the life of Saint Michael than ever. Online worship services, Bible 
studies, discipleship, and fellowship have provided stability and meaning in a world that seems out 
of control. We have found that giving is a spiritual discipline that recognizes all we have comes from 
God and shows our gratitude to Him for our blessings. How can we help but give generously when 
He has given so generously to us?

If you have not yet engaged in a thoughtful review of what God has done and is doing in your lives, 
especially through Saint Michael, we invite you to join us on this journey into discipleship and 
experience all that God has to offer us!

Kimberly & Joe Colonnetta
Stewardship 2020 Chairs 

From The Spirit



Giving to one’s church is something you’re supposed to do. I must confess 
that while raising and educating our children, saving for their college 

and for our retirement, Suzanne and I were very happy to simply check 
off that box. As our involvement at Saint Michael has increased over the 
years, so has our understanding of what the opportunity to give to one’s 
church actually is. It’s a gift from God. Saint Michael has continued to be a 
source of stability during this pandemic. Through imaginative offerings, 

our church has provided vital support to many when it is most needed 
which makes our contributions to this effort even more meaningful. We 

are grateful for the opportunity to support Saint Michael at any time, but 
especially now.

Jay Lipscomb 2020 Senior Warden



20%
growth in Saint Michael Treble Chorister members

“Being in Choristers is a strong 
environment in learning how to be 
confident in singing and even as a 

teen boy.” - Zayden Demler



“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” – 1 Peter 4:10



The Care Ministry of Saint Michael and 
All Angels is very excited to be a part of 
the stewardship efforts this year because 
it affords us the opportunity to do two things. 
First, I want to thank you for your kindness and 
willingness to look after friends and family, the many 
ways you volunteer, and most importantly, supporting us with your generous giving. Thank you! 
Secondly, this opportunity offers us the occasion to note why our group of ministries is so vibrant 
within our parish and let you know of our plans for the future. 

I believe the Care Ministry is uniquely positioned to offer the peace and comfort that the people of 
Saint Michael desire. This characteristic comes about because, as broad as our ministries range, we 
are essentially a gathering of small groups. Each of our ministries endeavors to foster a close group 
of people who offer comfort and service to one another during trying times. Through our efforts 
of love and care, our ministries become places of refreshment and refuge; a bulwark in times of 
trouble – a new expression of life and community.

In order to support and further this new expression of community at Saint Michael, our Care 
Ministries are organized into four specific spheres.

Care for the Future

1
2

Pastoral Care ministers to those experiencing acute care and grief. These offerings 
include Priest on Call, Grief Classes, Parish Nurse, and Praying Our Goodbyes.

Education continues to offer short duration classes like A Christian Response to 
Dementia and Parish Nurse Topics. Organizing for Heaven is a popular offering where 
we talk about how Christians can thoughtfully plan for when God calls them home.



Because of your generosity, we will soon be creating a new Membership Coordinator position, within 
the Welcome Ministry. The Membership Coordinator will connect and engage our parishioners with 
our newest members and guide them into those ministry and small group experiences that extend 
the feeling of love and support that we receive at Saint Michael.

The Care Ministry of Saint Michael is actively alive and we are proud to serve our church home. 
Right now, in this time, I believe the Spirit has given this Body of Christ a true opportunity to grow 
deeper: deeper into Christ, deeper into community, deeper into our spiritual lives, and deeper 
into our parish through ministries and small groups. All Christians are called to a life-giving bond 
with the Almighty; we invite you to experience this bond through the power of our community at  
Saint Michael.

3
4

Pastoral Support focuses on long term care groups that minister to specific needs over 
the course of many years. To name a few, these small groups include Cancer Support, 
Caregiver Support, Card Ministry, Knitters, and Prayer Team.

Welcome Ministries is a dedicated gathering of ministers who interface and have the 
specific charge of acquainting our newest members with the myriad offerings of our 
parish. Good Shepherds and the Welcome Ministry specialize in continuing to connect 
and invite our parish friends and families deeper into the life of Saint Michael.



Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes 
in me will also do the works that I do and, in 
fact, will do greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in 
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it (John 14:12-14).

Saint Michael isn’t just embarking on another pledge campaign. This isn’t just one more ask on a 
mountain of worthwhile asks. As a Church, we are being invited to become the Beloved Community 
that God intends. Our financial giving makes tangible what we proclaim every Sunday – that Christ 
will come again.

Jesus had great confidence in his disciples; more confidence than they had in themselves. They 
were continually questioning, struggling, tripping, and falling. They found it hard to believe that the 
kingdom of God would be manifested in them. 

But after the resurrection, something happened. This confused, 
grieving, disappointed, lost band of followers received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. They found themselves not only pointing to Christ, but 
becoming Christ in their community. They weren’t just talking about 
Jesus, they were speaking in his Name. They didn’t just imagine some 
future healing, they laid hands on people and made them whole.

When we say we are the Body of Christ, we don’t just mean that 
metaphorically. We really are the Body of Christ. In ways that we  
don’t fully understand, our actions and attitudes, redeemed by the 
love of Christ, become signposts of God’s kingdom. That’s why Jesus 
said in the gospel of John: “If in my name you ask me for anything, 
I will do it.”

As we begin our annual giving campaign, I ask Christ to accomplish 
at Saint Michael more than we can ask or imagine. I ask for money 

God’s Beloved Community

“As we begin our annual 
giving campaign, I ask 
Christ to accomplish at 
Saint Michael more than 
we can ask or imagine. I 
ask for money sufficient 
to our cause, but more 
importantly, for hearts 
transformed in love.”



sufficient to our cause, but more importantly, for hearts transformed in love. I’ve decided 
to take Jesus at his word, and trust that we will, indeed, do the works that he did and 
more, not for the sake of our ego or pride, but for the sake of the Holy Spirit, who even 
now is closing the gap between heaven and earth.

With gratitude,

The Rev. Kenneth H. Brannon
Vice Rector



ANNUAL 
GROSS INCOME 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9%

TITHE
10%

10,000 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1,000

20,000 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400 1,600 1,800 2,000

30,000 300 600 900 1,200 1,500 1,800 2,100 2,400 2,700 3,000

40,000 400 800 1,200 1,600 2,000 2,400 2,800 3,200 3,600 4,000

50,000 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500 5,000

100,000 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000 10,000

200,000 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 16,000 18,000 20,000

250,000 2,500 5,000 7,500 10,000 12,500 15,000 17,500 20,000 22,500 25,000

500,000 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000 40,000 45,000 50,000

Generosity Goals

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the 
measure you get back.” – Luke 6:38



What does a pledge to Saint Michael and 
All Angels (SMAA) mean?
A pledge to SMAA means that you have stated your 
intention to fulfill a defined, annual monetary gift that 
supports the operational budget of the Church.

What does the operational budget of the 
church support?
The operational budget supports all ministry needs 
of the Church, including Pastoral Care, Worship 
& Liturgy, Formation, Mission & Outreach, and 
Administration. The Saint Michael Episcopal School 
has been previously supported by the Operational 
budget, yet while still receiving a small amount 
of support from the Church, they are becoming 
financially independent.

What percent of the Church’s annual 
budget is supported by pledges?
Ninety (90%) of the Church’s annual budget is 
supported by pledges.

How can I make a pledge?
To make a pledge, you can fill out a pledge card 
while at church, go online to saintmichael.org/give, 
or email Caroline Marak, Stewardship Manager, at  
cmarak@saintmichael.org.

How do I pay my pledge?
A pledge can be fulfilled at a frequency of your 
choosing (weekly, monthly, or annually) by check, 
credit card, cash in requested pledge envelopes, 
appreciated stock or tax free IRA distribution if 70.5 or 
older. If you have any payment questions, call Caroline 
Marak, Stewardship Manager, at 214.692.3015 or 
Cheryl Kaschak, Accountant, at 214.365.3558.

What happens if the state of my finances 
changes during the year and I am unable 
to fulfill my pledge?
If the state of your finances changes during the year 
and you are unable to fulfill your pledge, know that 
we are grateful for your intentions of supporting 
our ministries. Life happens when we least expect it 
and as your church we are here for you. Please let us 
know what you are able to fulfill by calling Caroline 
Marak or Cheryl Kaschak so we can adjust our budget 
accordingly. All conversations are confidential and 
pastoral support is available if you need it.

What if I put money in the offering plate 
– doesn’t that take the place of a pledge?
Putting money in the offering plate is a wonderful 
spiritual discipline that does not take the place of a 
pledge. Plate offerings are contributions that we can’t 
financially plan for in support of our budget. During 
special Sundays throughout the year, plate offerings 
support outside Mission & Outreach ministry efforts.

FAQs

for your consideration of a pledge to 
Saint Michael and All Angels for the 
2021 year. Your support empowers the 
ministry we are able to provide and 
will enrich the faith lives of many that 
you may never know. If you have any 
questions about your pledge, contact: 

Caroline Marak  
Stewardship Manager 
214.692.3015 
cmarak@saintmichael.org

Thank you



Pastoral Care
$247,436

Missions & Outreach Grants,
and Special Plate Offerings

$273,413

Other Ministries
$193,240

Formation1

$780,855

Saint Michael
Episcopal School

$170,305

Operations
$709,012

Communications
& Stewardship

$720,630

Worship2

$1,998,442

Episcopal Church,
Diocese, & Seminaries

$727,284

Administration
& Lay Staff
$964,365

           of the 2020 Budget for Saint Michael and All Angels is based on  
 annual contributions from members like you. 

Please see the footnotes below:

2020 Budget

1Formation encompasses the family ministries from birth to seniors.
2Worship includes all liturgical, ministry and music areas.

90%



2021 Stewardship Committee Members

Top to bottom, left to right 
Rob Baber, Peggy Carr, Becky Casey, Squeaky Connolly, Joe Colonnetta, Kimberly Colonnetta, Ralph Cousins, Maria D’Antoni, 

Richard D’Antoni, Louise Griffeth, Warren Houser, Kathy Kelley  , Hallie Lawrence, Jay Lipscomb, Heather Lorch, Caroline Marak,  
Kyle Moore, Blair Oden, Jerry Poglitsch, Margaret Spellings, Ross Taylor



In Matthew 6:21 Jesus says, “for where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” In our family, we have always seen this proven 
to be true. When we think about the things we spend money on, 
they are invariably the things that matter most to us. Continually 
giving sacrificially to the church, Saint Michael in particular, 
has helped connect us in deep and intricate ways to this body of 

believers and the work that is being done through them for the 
kingdom. Particularly during a time of increased isolation, we have 

felt connected to a mission and ministry as we give back resources that 
God has entrusted us with to help further His kingdom.

Ross Taylor

It may seem odd since we have not set foot in Saint Michael since early 
March, but I have grown in appreciation and love for our church over 
these past Covid-filled months. The Clergy, staff and committee chairs 
have dedicated themselves to creating many meaningful online 
and “live” opportunities for us to worship, learn and fellowship with 
each other. God has poured out His Spirit on these gatherings and 
I find my heart overflowing with gratitude for His Love and care of 
us. I pray our church family will be a true light and reflection of God’s 
heart in our community during this difficult time. It is with great joy 
that Guy and I will again increase our pledge this year and encourage you 

to join us in this wonderful and holy mission!!

Louise Griffeth

As a matter of practicality, when we pledge now, we are making a very 
thoughtful forward-thinking dedication of our resources toward 

the church and the works of the church for 2021.  In a way, that  
commitment is an investment in our community, but it also 
determines where we, as a family intend to be focused. But “why” 
do we do this? Because we understand what it takes to run this 
church. We know what it feels like to have priests show up at the 

hospital, and we know what it means to have a group of church 
friends praying hard.  But most importantly, we know how centering 

it is to have a sacred place with faithful leaders to return on Sunday to 
remind us of the next steps in our faith walk.

Hallie Lawrence



During this pandemic, SMAA has been most important to me. 
I never realized how much I would miss being in the physical 
church. Being able to watch the Sunday services has really kept me 
connected. Chris’ Bible Class, Pub Theology, Meet the Clergy, Zoom 
opportunities and much more have made me smile, think, enjoy, 
learn and much more. I’m introducing my 2-year old grandson to 
Father Harmuth. Our collective financial support makes this happen 

– thank you!

Peggy Carr

Having spent the time and the effort to go deeper into the spirituality 
of stewardship, I have been surprised and blessed. Most of us 
recognize that we are blessed as ALL we have comes from God. As 
stewards, the critical issue is how we respond to His generosity. This 
year we have drilled down on what it means to our spirituality to 

tithe and give of our “first fruits.” This is a radical change for most of 
us, but we are all called to do just that. We are leaning into it; not with 

apprehension but with a sense of peace (the surprise!).

Richard D’Antoni

I am exceptionally grateful for the sense of community that Saint 
Michael has afforded to me especially during the uncertain times that 
we currently find ourselves in. I can’t imagine having gone through 
the experiences I have had over the past few months, including the 
sudden loss of a loved one, without having that support.  While I 
have been fortunate enough to have this backing, so many people 
in this world have not been as blessed with what we recognize 
as being even the most basic of human needs – clothing, food, 
and shelter.  Giving to SMAA is important to me because it enables 
our parish to provide for those in need through our various Mission & 

Outreach programs and to spread God’s love both near and far.

Heather Lorch



In this pandemic, Saint Michael has become the part of our lives to 
which we look forward to every Sunday. It is where we celebrate 
the happiest events of our lives and seek comfort during the  
trying times. Sunday morning has become the most “normal” 
moment of our lives. To see our clergy, hear our psalms and prayers 
is to experience hope that life will be normal again. That is never 

truer than now. It is important that we all give as generously as we 
possibly can for the future of this community that will continue to be 

our safe harbor.

Jerry Poglitsch

Our years and involvement at Saint Michael and All Angels has been 
one of our most treasured blessings. Mike and I see supporting our 
church as a privilege and an important spiritual obligation. Our 
church family has been a source of continual support through the 
ups and downs of life. I pray that other individuals and families 
will become more engaged so they too will be able to experience 
personal growth, love from our church family, and a stronger 

relationship with God.

Becky Casey

I have found that the support our family provides Saint Michael 
is directly proportionate to our own spiritual growth.  The impact 
on our community, both within SMAA and externally, through 
the generosity of our parish is profound and is expanding the  

Kingdom of God!

Blair Oden



We give to Saint Michael because it is our church home and family.   
Supporting SMAA’s mission through online church services, bible 
studies and our tremendous outreach efforts in the community 
throughout this trying time has reminded us why SMAA means so 
much.  When the going gets tough, we can always count on Saint 

Michael to be there.

Squeaky Connolly

During the COVID-19 pandemic, I have had more time to reflect on 
what is really important. I have found myself not just spending more 
time with God but reflecting on His goodness and His presence in 
our community. Being able to turn to the cyber world to experience 
church in a way I have never  felt before has been a blessing. Could it 
be that our church has actually grown through this crisis? Is that we 

have become social media evangelist? How exciting is that! I want 
to be a part of this and to be a modern-day disciple of the Lord! More 

than ever before, I find it easy to say yes to the giving of my time, talent 
and treasure! I am convinced that I am just returning was is rightfully His!

Maria D’Antoni

We support Saint Michael and All Angels because our souls are fed 
here, our roots are here, our children were baptized here, we have 

laughed here, we have cried here, our friends are here. It is home.

Ralph Cousins





534
average number of devices virtually participating  

in formation experiences each week

“We have been members of Saint 
Michael for over 70 years and I 
can honestly say that I have never 
been more enthused about our 
parish than I am today. Chris and 
his team have guided us through 
these unprecedented times 
without missing a beat.” 
- Ann and Frank Houseman



Dear gracious and generous God, from whom all things were made and are given. 
Help us be mindful that we are stewards, not owners, of the gifts you so lovingly 
have bestowed upon us. Let us joyfully give to God what belongs to God, in order that 
we may build his Kingdom. Grow the hearts of this parish closer to you and to each 

other as we spread the message of your good news to our parish and beyond.

We ask this in the name of our risen Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Saint Michael and All Angels Stewardship Prayer for Generosity 2021



The mission and ministries of Saint Michael and All Angels have been built on the foresight and 
generosity of those who have gone before us. Making a planned gift to the SMAA Foundation 
will continue their witness, their dream, and their love for our church, while extending your 
own legacy. By including Saint Michael in your estate planning, you insure that your values, 
embodied in the faith and ministry of the church, will live on for future generations. 

For information about Planned Giving, contact Caroline Marak, Stewardship Manager, 
at cmarak@saintmichael.org

Planned Giving



We the Clergy, Staff, Vestry, Finance Committee, and Stewardship 
Committee commit ourselves to the 2021 Stewardship Campaign in 
the following ways: 

• Praying daily for the success of our 2021 Stewardship Campaign 
through which God will guide and bless our parish with the 
resources to inspire the spreading of His kingdom at Saint Michael 
and All Angels and beyond.

• Working daily in support of the transformative work of Christ to 
effect His mission and ministry in the world.

• Striving for wisdom in the formation of our 2021 ministry budget.

Our Pledge



REGULAR CLERGY
The Reverend  Dr. Christopher D. Girata 
Rector

The Reverend  Kenneth H. Brannon 
Vice Rector

The Reverend Dr. Eric J. Liles 
Associate for Formation

The Reverend Gregory D. Pickens 
Associate for Pastoral Care

The Reverend Robert A. Scott 
Associate for Worship and Liturgy

The Reverend Bob Johnston 
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The Reverend Mary Lessmann  
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The Reverend Canon Michael Harmuth  
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The Reverend Amy Heller 
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The Reverend Tim Kennedy  
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Clergy

Joe Colonnetta 
Kimberly Colonnetta 
Committee Chairs

Kathy Kelley   
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Kathy Kelley 
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Stuart Brown
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