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Good Friday comes at the end of the church season of Lent.  It is the day where the church, 
as a whole, remembers the day when Jesus died on the cross.  One way that many Christians 
remember this event is through the Stations of the Cross.

The Stations of the Cross are a special devotional prayer to help us to recall the tremendous 
love of Jesus Christ as He suffered and died for our salvation. Each of the 14 stations tells a 
different part of Jesus’ journey to the cross, along with readings and prayers that allow us to 
think more about what happened to Jesus.

In today’s service, we are going to travel through the Stations of the Cross together. The 
booklet your family can download has a picture, a reading from the Bible, and meditation 
or prayer for each station. Additionally, each station has a particular item associated with it. 
The pictures of these items are available at the back (front?) of this booklet to cut out or to 
leave exactly as they are. As each station is presented, we encourage your family to interact 
with and examine that item as we focus on that station. After the service, we encourage your 
family to keep this booklet so that you can continue to talk about and experience the Stations 
of the Cross as a family.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS





For this station, our item will be the: ROPE

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading—Mark 15:1-5,11-15 
Pilate asked what crime Jesus had committed. 
It was a good question. 
Jesus had annoyed the religious leaders, of that there was no doubt. 
He had been critical of social and religious structures. 
He had healed the villagers; 
he had told stories to the crowds; 
he was probably a threat to public law and order;
but was that enough to condemn him, to end his life? 
But he would not defend himself — 
the storyteller was silent now
and the crowd was noisy, 
and Pilate handed him over to be crucified.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, I often get defensive when I know I did something wrong. Help me to be honest. 
Help me to not be a tattletale and to only say what I know is true about others. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

1JESUS IS CONDEMNED 
TO DEATH





For this station, our item will be the: CROSS (without Jesus)

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading – Mark 15:16-20
The soldiers took Jesus inside, to the courtyard of the governor’s palace and called 
together the rest of the company. They put a purple robe on Jesus, made a crown out of 
thorn branches, and put it on his head. Then they began to salute him: ‘Long live the King 
of the Jews.’ They beat him over the head with a stick, spat on him, fell on their knees and 
bowed to him. When they had finished mocking him, they took off the purple robe and 
put his own clothes back on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, sometimes work or chores at home or homework are hard for me and I whine or 
grumble or complain. Help me not to act in such a way. Show me how to keep trying, even 
when I find something hard to do. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

2JESUS TAKES 
UP HIS CROSS





For this station, our item will be the: BAND-AID #1

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading—Isaiah 53:1 
Who would have believed what we now tell? 
Who could have seen God’s hand in this?

Jesus was exhausted 
He was in pain. 
He was going to his death. 
The cross was heavy and he fell. 
He was flesh and blood like us, 
he was struggling.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, when we do not succeed or when we lose, we can feel defeated. Your Son, Jesus, 
was hurt, but never defeated. Give me Jesus’ attitude of hope and victory even when I am 
losing or not succeeding. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

3JESUS FALLS FOR 
THE FIRST TIME





For this station, our item will be the : PICTURE OF MARY

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading— Luke 2:34,35
When Jesus was a baby, Simeon, a man of Jerusalem, blessed Mary and Joseph and said 
to Mary, “This child is chosen by God for the destruction and salvation of many in Israel. He 
will be a sign from God which many people will speak against and so reveal their secret 
thoughts. And sorrow, like a sharp sword, will break your own heart.” 

Mary was going to be there at his end — 
she who had been there with God at his beginning. 
She was his mother. 
She had fed him and cradled him 
and watched over his growing. 
Whatever he had said and done, 
he was still her son
 and she would not desert him now. 
Whatever pain of his she could embrace she would. 
And in the meeting of their eyes 
there was love, 
suffering and shining.
And so the words of the man Simeon were fulfilled in this.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, like You, our family members love us very much. But sometimes we do not let 
them hug us or care for us because we are mad or sad or we do not want them to see us in 
trouble. I thank you God for my family and their love for me. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

4JESUS MEETS HIS 
MOTHER, MARY





For this station, our item will be the: HAND

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading— Mark 15:21
On their way through Jerusalem they met a man named Simon, who was coming into the 
city from the country of Cyrene, and the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross.

Simon from Cyrene, 
father of Alexander and Rufus, 
what a tale you had to tell your children! 
You helped Jesus, 
you gave him your strength on the streets of Jerusalem. 
Willing or unwilling, 
you, Simon, have become part of his story, 
and he part of yours,
for you helped him when he needed you. 
What would we give to be Simon?

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, sometimes I do not want to help my family members or my friends or my 
teachers or my co-workers when I am told to. Help me to know that when I do help others, 
it is like I am helping You. Encourage me to be kind and helpful. Amen.

All:
Holy God,
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One,
Have mercy upon us.

5JESUS IS HELPED  
BY SIMON OF CYRENE





For this station, our item will be the: TISSUE

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading – Isaiah 53: 1- 2, 4
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been 
revealed? He grew up before Him like a young plant and like a root out of the dry ground. 
He didn’t have an impressive form or majesty that we should look at him, no appearance 
that we should desire him. Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, and he carried our pains 
and we in turn regarded him stricken, struck by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced 
because of our iniquities: punishment for our peace was on him, and we are healed by 
his wound. 

God knew, and Jesus knew, what would happen.
Yet, Jesus chose the pain anyway.
He chose to die anyway.
That is how much he loves us.
Through Jesus’ pain and his death, we are healed.
From his love, we experience God’s great love.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, I want to love You like Jesus does. Help me to be brave and to love others who 
may be unpopular. Help me to be friends with those who do not have very many friends. 
Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

6A WOMAN WIPES 
THE FACE OF JESUS





For this station, our item will be the: BAND-AID #2

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading – Isaiah 53: 7
Ill-treated and afflicted, he never said a word. Like a lamb led to the slaughterhouse, like a 
sheep dumb before its shearers, he never opened his mouth. 

I am finding it hard to watch you, Jesus, 
to see you struggling, 
to see you on the ground. 
Into your silence, I want to shout: 
“Why do they keep on hurting you? 
What have you done wrong?
Why won’t they stop?”

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, there are things that make us feel weak, things that are hard for us to do. Please 
help us with these things. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

7JESUS FALLS A 
SECOND TIME





For this station, our item will be the: TEARDROP

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading – Luke 23:27, 28 
A large crowd of people followed Jesus; among them were some women who were 
weeping and wailing for him. Jesus turned to them and said, ‘Women of Jerusalem, don’t 
cry for me, but for yourselves and for your children.’

Weep for the mothers and children of Jerusalem, 
for Israeli and Palestinian, 
for Jew and Muslim and Christian, 
for the strangers in their midst. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 
Pray that her people may live together in justice. 
Pray that all people may live together in peace.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, help us to be faithful friends. When my friends are going through a hard time or 
are not feeling good, show me how to help them and be a true friend. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

8JESUS CONSOLES THE 
WOMEN OF JERUSALEM





For this station, our item will be the: BAND-AID #3

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading— John 19:19-22
Pilate also had a sign made and put on the cross. It said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, The King of 
the Jews’. Many of the Jews read this sign, because the place where Jesus was crucified 
was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the 
Jews said to Pilate. “Don’t write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am the King of 
the Jews.’” Pilate replied, “What I have written, I have written.”

The words above your head, Jesus, said, “The King of the Jews.”
This was written so that all who passed by
Would know who you were.
Today, we are the ones who identify you
To those who do not know you.
Let us remember that our words and our actions
Are what show others who you, Jesus, are.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, many people suffer pain every day from being sick, hurt, hungry, poor, or 
because of war or natural disasters. Use us to bring Your comfort and healing to everyone 
who is in pain today. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

9JESUS FALLS FOR 
A THIRD TIME





For this station, our item will be the: FABRIC TIED WITH STRING

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading—Mark 15:22-24 
They took Jesus to a place called Golgotha, which means the place of the skull. They tried 
to give him wine mixed with a drug called myrrh, but Jesus would not drink it. Then they 
crucified him and divided his clothing among themselves, throwing dice to see who 
would get each piece of clothing. 

Stripped now — 
of clothing 
of disciples 
of followers 
of friends. 
Alone, 
naked and vulnerable, 
with nothing to protect you from the pain to come.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, I want to know how much You and Jesus love me. Through knowing Your love, 
I will never be embarrassed or ashamed because I know that You accept me just as I am. 
Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

10JESUS IS STRIPPED 
OF HIS CLOTHES





For this station, our item will be the: NAIL

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading – Luke 23:35-38,48-49
The people stood watching, and even the leaders were scoffing: “He saved others; let him 
save himself if this is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked him. 
They came offering him sour wine and said, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself! 
” Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” All the crowds that had gathered for this spectacle, when 
they saw what had taken place, went home, striking their chests. But all who knew him, 
including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching 
these things.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, sometimes people say or do hurtful things to us or they do not help us when we 
need them. Help me to forgive everyone as You did. Help me to not get angry or to hold a 
grudge against someone who has hurt me. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

11JESUS IS NAILED 
TO THE CROSS





For this station, our item will be the: CRUCIFIX (Cross with Jesus)

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading —Luke 23: 44-46 
It was about twelve o’clock when the sun stopped shining and darkness covered the whole 
country until three o’clock. And the curtain hanging in the Temple was torn in two. Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, ‘Father in your hands I place my spirit.’ He said this and died. 

In your hands he placed himself: 
all that he was, 
all that he had ever been, 
all his beauty, 
all his obedience, 
all his loving. 
In God’s hands he placed himself. 
He was returning to his father, 
he was going home.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, help me to admit when I have made a mistake. Help me to say I am sorry and 
to make better choices. Thank You for always forgiving me. I love You, and I want to always 
do what is right in Your eyes. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

12JESUS DIES ON 
THE CROSS





For this station, our item will be the: PICTURE OF JESUS’ BODY BEING CARRIED

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading—Mark 15:42-46 
And when evening came, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, went 
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Joseph took the body down and wrapped it in 
a linen sheet. 

Jesus is dead and lies in the arms of his mother. 
Death is hard and final and yet, 
whatever happens on this earth, 
children never die to their mothers. 
In the memory of those who loved them, loved ones remain. 
And for us, and for all God’s people, 
our hope is safe in God. 
From swaddling bands to grave clothes, 
all the days of our living and dying, 
we are cradled and wrapped in love.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, sometimes it is risky to step out and help people who are in need. I want to be 
a risktaker and help others, even if it does not make me look good. Give me love and give 
me courage. Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

13THE BODY OF JESUS IS TAKEN 
DOWN FROM THE CROSS





For this station, our item will be the: ROCK

Leader: We love you greatly, O Christ, and we bless you.
People: Through your holy cross, you have saved the world.

Reading—Mark 15:46-47 
Joseph placed the body in a tomb which had been dug out of solid rock. Then he rolled a large stone 
across the entrance. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph were watching and saw where 
the body of Jesus was placed. 

The door is shut now, 
and the world sighs and waits. 
And we wait in night’s darkness, 
longing for the morning, 
longing for the light.

Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, I believe that Your Son, Jesus, died on the cross. I believe that You brought him back to life 
so that we could have new life ourselves. All praise be to You! Thank You! Amen.

All:
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Forever One, 
Have mercy upon us.

Closing Prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, as we remember how Your Son died for us on this day, let us not forget how this is not the 
end of the story. Help us remember that Easter is coming, and with Your Son’s resurrection, You give us 
hope and new lives. Let us live each day knowing that You love us and You are with us. Amen.

Note to Families:
As we conclude our Good Friday service, we recognize that some of you may be feeling sad or confused 
or scared. These feelings are normal, especially as we remember and think about Jesus’ pain and death. 
We encourage you to talk about your thoughts and feelings with your family or someone you trust.

14THE BODY OF JESUS 
IS LAID IN THE TOMB
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