
STEWARDSHIP 2023



“Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve 

others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.”

– 1 Peter 4:10



If I’ve learned anything these past few years, 
it’s the value of being together. We’ve been on 

a rollercoaster in many ways, and now we are poised 
to reform our church for the future with more clarity and 

commitment than I imagined even six years ago. I want us—all of 
us—to be a big part of that transformation.
 
Far too often, we are forced into categories and stereotypes, defined by how we look or 
where we live or what we do. The truth is that God made us and being made in God’s 
image means that we have a beautiful, divine nugget inside us that can guide us toward 
God and one another. Although we are beautifully unique, our unity is rooted in God. No 
matter where we are on our journey, we can move closer to one another because of the 
One who loves us completely.
 
The past few years have seen important strategic investments in specific ministry areas 
that impact our shared faith and reach. In doing so, we have grown our worship and 
music, we have expanded our capacity 
to celebrate joyful moments and care for 
those in pain, and we have expanded and 
deepened our impact in the community. 
Now we are setting our sights on expanding 
discipleship formation and our welcome and 
engagement ministries.
 
Discipleship is a word that has been used and 
misused countless times. In its purest form, 
being a disciple means to follow someone or 
something. Our world provides many leaders to follow and following can often seem 
easy and natural. Yet here at Saint Michael, we find the one truth to follow. Here, we 
follow the God of love, revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ. Here, we commit to 

From the Rector



choices that call us to be better and to live more fully into who we are created to be.
Commitment matters. When we commit ourselves, we are making a decision that 
becomes a promise for the future. The actions we take shape who we become. God is 
calling us to commit our lives in profoundly human ways. God wants us to follow, to 
choose to give our money so that we will give ourselves to God’s service more and more. 
Jesus knew that money mattered to us more than it should, which is why he spoke about 
it so often. Now it’s our turn to address money with faithfulness and courage.
 
Choosing to give our money in meaningful ways changes us over time. When we give 

enough to feel the gift—when we give more than a token 
amount—we commit ourselves to the cause of Christ here at 
Saint Michael. Our humanity requires that we create habits 
to make any meaningful change. Giving money puts Saint 
Michael front and center in our lives and will draw us more 
fully into the community here. In other words, I want you to 
give enough to care, not wait to care enough to give.
 
This booklet highlights a few of the most important ways 
we share our financial gifts with one another to support and 
inspire true investment of time and talent. When we give 
faithfully and confidently, we will be more committed to 
God’s amazing work at Saint Michael, in Dallas, and around 

the world. This is your invitation. This is your time to step up and make a choice that will 
change your life for the better, starting today. You are not alone, and you never will be. 
Give thanks and celebrate the amazing gifts we have and the amazing gifts we share with 
one another.

The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata
Rector

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates 
all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good.” — 1 Corinthians 12:4-7



80+
average times per month Saint Michael 

volunteers served neighbors in our community 
January through June 2022



As society emerges from a time that has 
been more than challenging and looks forward 
to returning to a more normal rhythm of life, we 
are presented with a great opportunity. The opportunity to 
reconsider our priorities, take inventory of our blessings, and think about how we want to 
re-engage with our faith community more broadly.
  

In contemplating this next chapter for either 
yourself or you and your family, think about 
how you can take a deeper walk of discipleship 
with our Saint Michael community. When you 
share your time and talents in ministry work 
within and outside of our walls, you may 
think that your impact is small but indeed it is 
significant. Discipleship – or doing a new thing 
– looks different for everyone. For some, it may 
be the start of something small. For others, 
God’s call may be so loud that they may make 
no other decision than to shift their lives in a 
big way. Whatever that call may be, I challenge 
you all to listen for it.

Your financial support in the forms of either a pledge or an outright gift enables our ministries 
to walk with you and others on our roads of discipleship. With YOU, the work that we do has 
a greater impact when we share the financial blessings that God has graciously bestowed on 
us with one another.

An Opportunity to Engage



Almighty God – thank you for this day and for all your many 

blessings. Thank you for our families, friends, and our Saint 

Michael community. Most importantly, thank you for your 

unconditional love and the gift of your son Jesus Christ. Please 

help us to undertake our work as a committee with humble 

hearts and a spirit of sacrifice. Guide and help us to be good 

stewards of the many blessings and resources that you have 

shared with us, our families, and our parish. We pray with 

grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Saint Michael and All Angels Stewardship Prayer for Generosity 2023

We have all learned a lot about ourselves, our community, and our church over the last couple 
years. Perhaps most of all, we have learned that we are better together. As we prepare for the 
2023 program year, prayerfully reflect on your relationship with Saint Michael and how we can 
support each other while doing God’s work.

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.” – Ecclesiastes 4:9  

Ryan Moss
Stewardship Chair



5,003
moments of caring, praying, and serving that 
Saint Michael volunteers extended to those 
experiencing challenges or grief in our parish 
January through June 2022



“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give 
will be the measure you get back.” – Luke 6:38



1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

In these initial months at Saint Michael, I have been pleased to get to know many of you and 
many of our ministry partners in Dallas and beyond. It is becoming very clear to me that Saint 
Michael is in the midst of a call to step out in its work in a big way in this post-pandemic world. 
I am therefore grateful for this season of focus on stewardship, as we all prayerfully reflect upon 
our individual and joint calling to be a part of God’s work through the giving of our time, treasure 
and talents. 

In Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth, he reminded Christians that we each have gifts that 
God calls us to share for the common good. No one is NOT vital. Each one of you is an important, 
even necessary part. We are all part of the Body of Christ working together in the world.

Which makes me think of belly buttons. Think about it. They just sort of sit there most days 
collecting lint. Perhaps looking cute in the summer. But at one time it did its function well. 
Connecting you to your mother. It was your source of life and nutrition, and you would not be 
alive without it. Then when it was cut by the doctor, it signaled to your body and the world that 
you are now a separate and uniquely created individual. And now it does its small but important 
job of keeping your insides tied up and inside.

Paul reminds us that we all have gifts. Some may be large and readily apparent. As bishops and 
priests, we tend to stick out in the world.  But the church is not meant to be just a group of people 
with white collars, like bishops and priests, running around spreading the word. The other gifts 
you each bring are just as necessary. From smallest to greatest. Each one of us is a child of God. 
Each one of us is created to hold a special spot in His world. Our church and the churches in the 
world are the mouths, the feet, the hands, the hearts, the brains, the toes, and the belly buttons. 
We are the body of Christ called to keep and tell the stories of faith. To show the world what and 
who and why. To reveal God and his kingdom. Not on our own, but with Christ as our head and 
with his Holy Spirit flowing through us, in us and around us.

Vital Parts of the Same Body



Paul therefore also reminds us that the quiet, the hidden, and the invisible may be the vessels of 
God’s greatest gifts. As many of you have already learned, it is often through the people we serve 
that God blesses us with the knowledge of the miracles 
ongoing in this world. We are allowed to witness the 
presence of love and peace and joy, grounded in faith, 
even in the most horrendous circumstances. We see 
hope in God and deep faith in times of great trial. The 
people we help therefore may very well be the greatest 
vessels of God’s gifts that He uses to bless us. 

We differ from one another in appearance, function, social 
standing, economics, culture, and education. Yet each of 
us is called by God to contribute in our own special and 
distinctive way for the common good. When we look to 
God, he gives us the clarity to see our gifts and those of each other. When we look to God, he will 
give us, as fellow citizens in his kingdom, the direction as to where he wants us to go, and he will 
let us know what he wants us to do. I therefore invite you during this time of discernment to seek 
the guidance of our Lord as to your tithe and to your call, both of which He will use to bless you 
and those around you.

The Rev. Robin Hinkle
Associate for Mission & Outreach

 

 

 



Senior leadership at Saint Michael 
has given a great deal of thought to our 
common purpose. That purpose is now 
reflected in our core focus: “Build Christian 
disciples for a transformed community.” Clarity 
of purpose sharpens our attention, guides our allocation of 
resources, and helps us know how to measure success. Your financial gift to Saint Michael 
puts our purpose into action. Thank you for investing in disciple-building and community 
transformation; I can’t think of a higher purpose.  
  

The Rev. Kenneth H. Brannon
Vice Rector

Purpose



86
volunteers who have committed to our 

newly relaunched Welcome Ministry
July through September 2022



ANNUAL 
GROSS INCOME 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9%

TITHE
10%

10,000 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1,000

20,000 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400 1,600 1,800 2,000

30,000 300 600 900 1,200 1,500 1,800 2,100 2,400 2,700 3,000

40,000 400 800 1,200 1,600 2,000 2,400 2,800 3,200 3,600 4,000

50,000 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500 5,000

100,000 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000 10,000

200,000 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 16,000 18,000 20,000

250,000 2,500 5,000 7,500 10,000 12,500 15,000 17,500 20,000 22,500 25,000

500,000 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000 40,000 45,000 50,000

Generosity Goals

“So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members of one another. 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy in proportion to faith; 
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.”    – Romans 12:5-8





           of the 2022 Budget for Saint Michael and All Angels is based on  
 annual contributions from members like you. 

Please see the footnotes below:

Pastoral Care
$237,174

Mission & Outreach
$329,252

Other Ministries
$242,410

Formation1

$645,216

Operations
$1,358,896

Communications
$926,642

Worship2

$2,394,953

Diocesan & Seminarian Support
$721,473

Administration
$1,041,666

2022 Budget

1Formation encompasses the family ministries from birth to seniors.
2Worship includes all liturgical, ministry and music areas.

90%



2022 Stewardship Committee Members

Top to bottom, left to right 
Rob Baber, Stuart Brown, Janice Bywaters, Lauren Callon, Becky Casey, Maria D’Antoni, Richard D’Antoni,  
Tom Fenton, Amanda Harris, Caroline Law, Hallie Lawrence, Heather Lorch, Caroline Marak, Ryan Moss,  

Courtney Peeler, Kim Snyder, Arnold Spencer, Ross Taylor, Sarah Weinberg



My life has been incredibly blessed and enriched through my 
relationship with God and the opportunity to share that faith and 
love with my church community.  The deep connections built 
through worshiping and working alongside others in the church 
has added such purpose and joy to my life.  I find that giving of our 

financial resources incredibly multiplies that feeling of purpose and 
joy.  It voices my appreciation and my commitment to God and to this 

congregation, and my desire to serve our larger community. 

Kim Snyder

Supporting the work of my church is important to me for several 
reasons. I think the best way I can explain it is this: God has 
given me every gift in my life. My family, the people I love, my 
friendships and the roof over my head. It’s essentially on loan 
while I’m on this Earth. Giving back just a piece of what I’ve been 
given glorifies God and it’s also what He has asked of us. Can you 
imagine a life without God? Can you imagine if he had not given 
his only son for the price of our sins? The least we can do is say thank 

you and praise him by giving a piece of our earthly treasure. 

Lauren Callon

God has been so good to me and my family. Serving on the Saint 
Michael Stewardship Committee is a way to show my gratitude and 
share with others how impactful our church has been in my life.  
I hope to see both longtime and new members of our parish family 
become more active in this wonderful community so that they  

too can grow in their faith and be a part of all that Saint Michael has 
to offer.

Becky Casey 



I recently heard someone say that if a billion people moved a rock 
they could move a mountain, but everyone has to move a different 
rock.  I have seen, time and again, that here at Saint Michael there 
is a place for everyone and that all contributions of time, talent, and 
treasure are equally valued.  It is a privilege and a joy to support 
the work of Saint Michael because I know my family’s contribution is 
joined with others to allow Saint Michael to serve more people in even 

more meaningful ways. 

Amanda Harris

A few years ago, the Stewardship Committee decided to do a deep dive 
into the “spirituality of giving”.  At first, I thought it was going to be 
a dry exercise in “time, talents and treasure”.  Thanks to the Holy 
Spirit and excellent clergy leadership I/we discovered the depth of 
Gratitude I/we have for ALL that we have been given by God.  This led 
to more Generosity and learning about Biblical “first fruits giving”.  

We began practicing a form of first fruits giving and all I can say is 
that I have never felt so spiritually at peace and committed to being 

the best Disciple I can be.  As Chris says, “the church does not need your 
money as much as you need the “spiritual peace” of giving.” 

Richard D’Antoni

While supporting my church home has always been important to me, 
I feel it stronger right now as I view our world in crisis. The church 
is my” safe place” which gives me a loving and Christ centered 
community to love, grow and work in. As only one I am powerless 
but in a community like Saint Michael and All Angels, my time, 
talent, and treasure is multiplied and becomes the hands and feet 
of Christ. Christ empowers us as we reach out to help each other and 

to serve others outside the walls of our church.

Maria D’Antoni



Saint Michael and All Angels is special to me because it is a place of 
hope, inclusion, and kindness. These are values that my family holds 
dear. Stewardship enables our church’s many diverse ministries to 

turn these values into action for our community.

Tom Fenton

The church has always played an important role in my life and my 
family’s life. Giving back to the church not only with time but also 
financially is important to the operations of Saint Michael and also 
for the people and programs in need in our local community that the 
church supports. We are big believers in doing our part to benefit our 

community and giving time and resources to Saint Michael ensures that 
this can happen in a meaningful way.

Stuart Brown

SMAA is our family’s faith place, where we learn and practice 
Christ’s teachings, and gather to celebrate, serve, mourn, 
understand and love as a community. 

Sarah Weinberg



I believe it is important to support organizations that are important 
to our family past, present and future. Chris Girata once said “You 
should give enough to care, not care enough to give.” That really 
resonated with me.  I believe in giving enough of my time to care 
about the work of the church and to follow that up with an annual 

donation.

Courtney Peeler



Community

Discipleship

Evangelism Outreach

Who We Are Becoming

As followers of Jesus, we are called to deepen our love of God and love of neighbor each and 
every day. As a Saint Michael community, our response to that call takes action in specific ways. 
The diagram above is a way to represent our faithfulness to God and to one another, and will 
help guide our path with God’s help.



Community
We come to know God and practice our faith in the context of community. This happens through 
corporate worship, parish fellowship, group learning, and shared service. In the coming year, we 
will also provide new opportunities for small groups, so we can hold one another accountable 
and deepen our sense of belonging. 

Outreach
When we become disciples of Jesus Christ, we not only strengthen our church community, we 
also strengthen the community around us by finding new ways to serve. One of the guiding 
verses of the Gospel of Mark is, “For the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life a ransom for many (10:45).” Are you aware of the needs around you? Are you taking 
steps to “love your neighbor as yourself?” Saint Michael offers many opportunities for Christian 
service, and doing this with others is fun and impactful.

Discipleship
Discipleship lies at the core of what we do at Saint Michael. Our core focus is, “Building Christian 
disciples for a transformed community.” A catchy way to remember the pillars of Christian 
discipleship are the 3 B’s: “Believing, Belonging, and Behaving.” The Baptismal Covenant 
clarifies what we believe about God, shows us what belonging looks like, and challenges us 
to behave in ways that are consistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our decisions about 
stewardship are closely connected to our life of discipleship.  

Evangelism
One of the questions in the Baptismal Covenant is, “Will you proclaim by word and example 
the Good News of God in Christ?” We answer, “I will, with God’s help.” Jesus urges us to let our 
light shine: “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16).” Part of letting God’s light shine 
is inviting folks to come to church, welcoming them warmly, and providing new ways for them 
to grow in faith; all of this contributes to a deeper sense of engagement.



What does a pledge to Saint Michael and All 
Angels (SMAA) mean?
A pledge to SMAA means that you have stated your 
intention to fulfill a defined, annual monetary gift that 
supports the operational budget of the Church.

What does the operational budget of the 
church support?
The operational budget supports all ministry needs of 
the Church, including Pastoral Care, Worship & Liturgy, 
Formation, Mission & Outreach, and Administration. 
The Saint Michael Episcopal School has been previously 
supported by the Operational budget, yet while still 
receiving a small amount of support from the Church, 
they are becoming financially independent.

What percent of the Church’s annual budget is 
supported by pledges?
Ninety percent (90%) of the Church’s annual budget is 
supported by pledges.

How can I make a pledge?
To make a pledge, you can fill out a pledge card 
while at church, go online to saintmichael.org/give, 
or email Caroline Marak, Director of Stewardship, at  
cmarak@saintmichael.org.

How do I pay my pledge?
A pledge can be fulfilled at a frequency of your choosing 
(weekly, monthly, or annually) by check, credit card, 
cash in requested pledge envelopes, appreciated stock 
or tax free IRA distribution if 70.5 or older. If you have 
any payment questions, call Caroline Marak, Director 
of Stewardship, at 214.692.3015 or Cheryl Kaschak, 
Accountant, at 214.365.3558.

What happens if the state of my finances 
changes during the year and I am unable to 
fulfill my pledge?
If the state of your finances changes during the year 
and you are unable to fulfill your pledge, know that 
we are grateful for your intentions of supporting 
our ministries. Life happens when we least expect it 
and as your church we are here for you. Please let us 
know what you are able to fulfill by calling Caroline 
Marak or Cheryl Kaschak so we can adjust our budget 
accordingly. All conversations are confidential and 
pastoral support is available if you need it.

What if I put money in the offering plate – 
doesn’t that take the place of a pledge?
Putting money in the offering plate is a wonderful 
spiritual discipline that does not take the place of a 
pledge. Plate offerings are contributions that we can’t 
financially plan for in support of our budget. During 
special Sundays throughout the year, plate offerings 
support outside Mission & Outreach ministry efforts.

FAQs

for your pledge of support to Saint 
Michael and All Angels for the 2022 year. 
Your support empowers the ministry we 
are able to provide and will enrich the 
faith lives of many that you may never 
know. If you have any questions about 
your pledge, contact: 

Caroline Marak  
Director of Stewardship 
214.692.3015 
cmarak@saintmichael.org

Thank you



The mission and ministries of Saint Michael and All Angels have been built on the foresight 
and generosity of many. Considering a planned gift to the All Angels Foundation ensures that 
your legacy is a priceless inheritance for what you care about most. The All Angels Foundation 
is committed to helping locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally in communities 
that serve the greatest of needs. Your intentional planning will bring joy and give eternal 
glory to many for generations to come!

We would be honored to walk with you as you plan your legacy of faith and impact that 
you want to impart on this world. Please contact Caroline Marak, Director of Stewardship, at 
cmarak@saintmichael.org for more information. 

Planned Giving



We the Clergy, Staff, Vestry, Finance Committee, and Stewardship 
Committee commit ourselves to the 2023 Stewardship Campaign in 
the following ways: 

• Praying daily for the success of our 2023 Stewardship Campaign 
through which God will guide and bless our parish with the 
resources to inspire the spreading of His kingdom at Saint Michael 
and All Angels and beyond.

• Working daily in support of the transformative work of Christ to 
effect His mission and ministry in the world.

• Striving for wisdom in the formation of our 2023 ministry budget.

Our Pledge



The Reverend  Dr. Christopher D. Girata 
Rector

The Reverend  Kenneth H. Brannon 
Vice Rector

The Reverend Dr. Andrew Grosso 
Associate for Worship and Liturgy

The Reverend Gregory D. Pickens 
Associate for Pastoral Care

The Reverend Robin Hinkle 
Associate for Mission & Outreach

The Reverend Christian Basel 
Curate
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The Reverend Nate Bostian 
Sunday Assistant

The Reverend Bob Johnston 
Associate for Contemporary Worship

The Reverend Mary Lessmann  
Associate for Spiritual Growth

The Reverend Canon René Somodevilla  
Sunday Assistant
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Tom Fenton 
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Janice Bywaters 
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Chris Girata, Rector
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Harriet Cousins
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Erica Satrain
Jeanie Sikes
Jim Smith
Arnold Spencer
Stewart Thomas

Finance Committee
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Arnold Spencer 
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Janice Bywaters 
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