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	The Tradition of the Advent Wreath

We begin our church year with Advent, a season of preparing for Christmas. The season’s liturgical color may be purple or blue symbolizing royalty, because Christ is our King. Evergreen branches symbolize everlasting life. A circle, having no beginning or end, symbolizes eternity. The Advent wreath symbolizes our eternal life in Christ; the four candles remind us that Christ is the Light of the World. One new candle is lit each Sunday during Advent successively, so that by the fourth Sunday all the candles are lit.
First Sunday in Advent

Read:  The first candle reminds us of the light of hope that the prophets had as they looked forward to a Messiah who would bring peace and love to the world.

• Light one candle. The first candle theme is Hope.
Pray:  Dear God, our world is in darkness. We need the light of peace and love to shine in our world. Help us to prepare our lives and our homes to receive the One who said, “I am the light of the world.” We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Second Sunday in Advent

Read:  The second candle reminds us of the dark night when Joseph and Mary found light and warmth in the stable.

• Light two candles. The second candle theme is Love.

	
	Pray:  Dear God, help us to have room in our hearts and our home for other persons in need. We thank you for friends and strangers who have received us when we were lonely, afraid, or tired. May we be ready to receive the love God offers us in Jesus. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Third Sunday in Advent

Read:  The third candle reminds us of the love and joy that surrounded the shepherds at the announcement of the birth of Jesus.

• Light three candles. The third candle theme is Joy.
Pray:  Dear God, we thank you for your gift of Jesus to the whole world. As the shepherds found Jesus in the manger, may we find Jesus in the love and joy that we share together. Help us, O God, to love one another. Help us to do our share to bring happiness, goodness, and peace to the world. Amen.

Fourth Sunday in Advent

Read:  The fourth candle reminds us of the star which guided the magi to the stable where Jesus lay.

• Light all four candles. The fourth candle theme is Peace.
Pray:  Dear God, we thank you for sharing Jesus with all the world. Please help us to care about and befriend those who might be different from ourselves. Help us, too, to remember that the gifts we share with each other at Christmas are reminders of the gift that Jesus is to us. Amen.


